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MR. KILLBLANE: —-— by Richard Killblane,
December 1st, 2003.

Okay, David. Would you go ahead and tell me
about how you got into both fields?

MR. WOOD: Can I talk away from this thing?

MR. KILLBLANE: pje s, Lean back. TN P el
your voice up.

MR. WOOD: Okay. I trained at Ft. Knox,
Kentucky, and I transferred to Fort Ord, California.
(BT A BONSI0 b AL E IS L SHE THCyEEIn!E Tayr 1D ISIa Otk I went to

Vietnam as a 1lst Infantry Division as a mortarman.

That's what my qualification was, in mortar. And then
when we got to Vietnam, our unit was displaced. We
went back to a holding camp. They came down and asked

for volunteers to go down as an engineer for diesel
cengrsne’ fHoEallanEingmeria T F S iiSiors SisEe ok SEhSENPoIS I Eaion -
MR. KILLBLANE: Do you remember what time
frame?
MR. WOOD: e e S o= 1467 I can send you
those exact dates, because I've got everything written

down .
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MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: But I don't remember the exact

dates.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: So I went down to the river,
started out as a mechanic. 1L elik@i el Eo)E | Sloonuiaiic wio
months. Sergeant Bresson, I believe was his name, was
the coxswain at the time. He rotated back to the
States. So, they gave me the coxswain position on the
boat.

MR. KILLBLANE: And how long did you work on
the boats?

MR. WOOD: Before I got that position?

MR. KILLBLANE: Yeah.

MR. WOOD: Probably about two months.

MR. KILLBLANE: Two months, okay. And what
were you doing during that two months?

MR. WOOD: Mechanic.

MR. KILLBLANE: Mechanic.

MR. WOOD: Yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: Were you running up and down

the river?
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MR. WOOD: Yeah. The way we did it, our boats
never shut down. So, we would shut a bank down, change
the 0il, change the filter as we're going down the
river hauling barges, and then we'd crawl underneath
that one, start the other one back up, shut that one
down and change it out.

MR. KILLBLANE: You had two LCMs on the barge?

MR. WOOD: We had one LCM-8 with two 500-ton
barges on each side, one tied up to each side of our
boat; full of bombs, mostly, that's what we hauled.

Aicle s ST senise ] clNEaalai M RO ARSI S o S 2 ik G P O @bt =)
months, I believe. And then the guy rotated, they
didn't have anybody else to take their place, so I
volunteered to do it.

So I did that probably for another two months,
maybe three months. Like I said, we hauled bombs, we
hauled the barges. We unloaded troops in Vung Tao and
brought the new troops on. We had trucks and all that
SiEtliEiasw cishiEitkle/d S Eof g i el clciEhy.

MR. KILLBLANE: What beach, do you remember?

MR. WOOD: Vung Tao.

MR. KILLBLANE: Vung Tao.
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MR. WOOD: Most of it was Vung Tao. All the
mechanical stuff that we hauled went to Vung Tao.

Well, I take that back. We did haul some to
Saigon, but not very often.

MR. KILLBLANE: What were your usual
destinations? Weren't you based out of Vung Tao?

MR. WOOD: We were based out of Vung Tao.

MR. KILLBLANE: And then ran upriver. What
were your usual destinations?

MR. WOOD: Well, what they would do with us is
we would go, like, to Bien Hoa, and then we would stay
there for a day or two and take our orders from there,
and we may go upriver or may go downriver, we may come
back to base.

So, I didn't spend much time at base at all.
I probably wasn't there out of the whole time a month.

We Just actually lived on the boats.

And then they called us back to Vung Tao, and
they had this operation, they wanted to put a 105 mm
howitzer on the boat with about 30 or 40 infrantrymen.

We were going to take it out, find a location, clear

the beach, send these guys out on patrol, fire cover
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fire for them, and then bring them back after it was
done. The whole process, if we didn't get stuck, took
no more than a day and a half. Of course we didn't
want to stay in that position very long or they'd find
out where we were, and we didn't want that to happen.

There's be four different invasions. Four
different locations we did it until I rotated home. o
was right at the end of my service.

MR. KILLBLANE: Now, was it only one LCM in a
battery or artillery piece?

MR. WOOD: Yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: Or did you travel with other..

MR. WOOD: We had one, and then we had another
boat to back me up in case something happened.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. The boats are backed up
to take your..

MR. WOOD: Take the artillery pieces. Because
there's only one artillery piece; we only had one.

MR. KILLBLANE: In support of the infantry?

MR. WOOD: Yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. Tell me about how you

operated that artillery piece.
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MR. WOOD: Well, first thing we did was put
about seven tons of sandbags on the boat. We had two
50 calibers, two ©60's, and there was a crew of four, I
believe. I think it was four. And then what we would
do to stabilize the boat, we would actually hit the
beach. Well, what we'd do first is we had beehive
rounds. So, we'd come up to the beach about 100 yards
off, 50 yards off, drop the ramp at water level, and
we'd fire these beehive rounds.

Boy, you talk about destruction. My God. T
MEeQTAs SO shlet wwollllc SprReit eyamve SIS s e clireSTuhei e 2'ChgsE ok
us . Then we'd go up and get the boat as far on the
beach as you could, "drop the ramp, and then would
actually maneuver the boat to coordinate the firepower.

MR. KILLBLANE: OlE. piglalS: @BUEERIC 1L © s ©) ice § Ak YR

MR. WOOD: The direction of fire, after the
troops went off. It depends on what their objectives
were, how far out they went, and they would call back
for supporting fire. And we'd actually move the boat
&) EXolliv.s B al e

Now, they did their own adjusting, too; we did

them both. But we kept the motors running all the
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time, and actually let the boat slide back and forth.
Then, like I'd mentioned earlier, the problem we had
that was the tide, it went out so fast there that if
you weren't careful, you'd get stuck and you couldn't
move. You'd have to stay their overnight.

MR. KILLBLANE: So what did you have to do to
keep from getting stuck?

MR. WOOD: We just kept backing up. As the
tide went out, one of the guys would actually stand
outside the boat to make sure that the water didn't get
NI, NRTE@ITL (DS B, WINEHE SN TSl SO blrehsl, ' hE ofeher @UliE - SEYRRVE VOIS
constantly moving.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. Now, for the artillery
piece that's in your boat itself, how was it anchored
down? What keeps it from moving around?

You place sandbags on the deck, right?

MR. WOOD: Yeah. You know, there might'wve
been sandbags. That thing might've set on sandbags. I
dengissremeniee .

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: Yeah, that's a good question. 0

was trying to even think if it had the tires on it.
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I've got pictures of it; I'll have to look.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. We'll look at that.

MR. WOOD: VI Alehsl seemiere)< ) T - Clcinie
remember.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. Do you remember any
unigque operations that you participated on?

MR. WOOD: Yeah. We did two that I remember
of, and they were night operations. We actually came
in at night. And they deployed, and then my God, we
must have fired for must've went through 200 rounds.

We Just never stopped, so until they came back in the

morning.

Now, I did actually go out where these guys
had their base camp. They would go out and set a
perimeter up. So I went out with them sometimes just

because I wanted to get off the boat and get out where
some action was. .So, 1t was Interesting. I didn't
know until I just talked to you that that didn't work.
I didn't know that. Because I came home and they were
SheadiBleeclo Jwine] wkiss

MR. KILLBLANE: Yeah. They were going to

later put them on barges.
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MR. WOOD: So that's the first I'd heard that.

MR. KILLBLANE: So, what other problems did
you encounter with the artillery on a boat like that?

MR. WOOD: Well, one of the biggest was the
noise. Set down in that hull, and boy, when that thing
went off, I mean, the concussion was those guys that
were down there loading it, I don't know how they ever
made it.

MR. KILLBLANE: Well, did you do any damage to
the boat itself?

MR. WOOD: NS gl © -

MR. KILLBLANE: The vibration of the rounds
ORI SO R

MR. WOOD: No. It would push the boat back a
little bit, but you always had your motor running and
had your (indiscernible) all the time. So, the only
thing it would do is every time they fired, you had to
re—aim it, because it would knock it off.

I think it worked well. I thought we did
great. I was just when you said that, I was surprised
because, again, I think Westmoreland came down and, of

course he wanted his picture in the paper. So, he
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didn't go with us, but he came down and stood on the
boats, him and our captain. And when they got their
picturesyfaken,. why , sghemsathey tgot tofFfe IBEEERN© ;L
thought it was a good idea.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. Successful for the
time?

MR. WOOD: Yeah. I thought it was, yeah.

1 1k

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. What infantry unit was

it that you supported, do you remember?
MR. WOOD: W@y, AL ClShakiee
MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.
MR. WOOD: I may have that information for

you .

MR. KILLBLANE: And who approached you about

this idea?
MR. WOOD: Our captain.
MR. KILLBLANE: The captain did?
MR. WOOD: Yeah.
MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: He came down and asked for

volunteers for a special operation, and myself and my

crew and another boat volunteered.
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MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: And it was the first one, because
the article I have in the paper is an Army first, and
VRIS GroiIciEO ] it liE el © o e I know we were upset because
ChEyagnalcleEtIsy Ge a r oL 0@ Che's o issh COEIC A he claluse
they didn't want Westmoreland to see we were living on
a boat. So, we were pissed because we had to take all
EEEN St U TS oSS R a ek

MR. KILLBLANE: Did you build the hooches back
up after he left?

MIR S0P S S AT iaeie: e Wes OV e, mdslnEyA-Chlel ™ e 2l «

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: But they didn't want us to stay on
them because it was too dangerous and stuff. But it
really wasn't. You felt a lot safer there than you did
at the base camp.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. Now, so once you'wve got
the artillery pieces on your boat, are you working and
basing primarily with the infantry?

MR. WOOD: YE S

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. So where did they have

you operating out of?
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MR. WOOD: Actually, the South China Sea.

MR. KILLBLANE: Ooh?

MR. WOOD: We would go out in the South China
Sea until we got our orders of where to go to.

MR. KILLBLANE: Did you link up with a mother
ship?

MR. WOOD: No.

MR. KILLBLANE: Or you just stayed in open
water?

MR. WOOD: Yeah, we Jjust stayed in open water,
hncCl aEuye Fi e UNEEFQETILIER B wein@!l - el B NiaEe & (o ke
coordinates were and where to go from there, and that's
where we'd go.

MR. KILLBLANE: So it's Jjust your two boats
CubyEiclal2e S &

MR. WOOD: Yeah, just the two boats. We had
some gunships, I guess they're called, the fiberglass
boats. We had a couple of those.

MR. KILLBLANE: PBRs [patrol boat, riverine].

MR. WOOD: PBRs, yeah. We ran across a couple
of those. I don't necessarily know that they were

assigned to us, but they were up and down the rivers
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that we were on. They'd fire support for us, too, so.
So, we ran into those. And they may have been
assigned to us, but nobody told me if they were.

MR. KILLBLANE: They usually cleared the
canals and the rivers --

MR. WOOD: Yeah, yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: —-- ahead of you. All right.

So, you're parked out in the open sea. You're
outside the mouth of the river?

MR. WOOD: Right, yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. And you received radio
call to move in. And what's your usual instructions
when you get a call?

MR. WOOD: They'd just give us the coordinates
of 'where to go to, the mouth" of the river or whatever.

We had maps, so we'd just go there.

MR. KILLBLANE: Oh. You were lucky.

MR. WOOD: Yeah. We'd just go there and head
down whatever coordinates they gave us.

And I'm not toeeo sure, I don't think it was
really a precise operation, because we had the guys

with us. So, if we were off a mile, it really didn't
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make any difference because everybody was with us.

MR. KILLBLANE: So, the artillery crew lived
with you on the boat, too?

MR. WOOD: Yes. Everybody stayed on the boat.

MR. KILLBLANE: Now, the hooch on the back
only has enough room for -—-

MR. WOOD: Oh, yeah, I know.

MR. KILLBLANE: Where did those guys live?

MR. WOOD: Down in the hull. Yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: What kind of arrangements did
they make for living quarters?

MR. WOOD: None.

MR. KILLBLANE: They Just slept out on the..

MR. WOOD: Right on the deck, yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: And they were competing for
space with the ammunition, too, right?

MR. WOOD: Well, there was a lot of room. The
howitzer and the ammunition, sandbags and all that,
there was plenty of room.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: Yeah. There was an abundance.

One time we did pick some guys up that had
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gotten in trouble, and we went down to pick them up.
And I think we picked them up and brought them back.

But these guys were never on over two or three

days. So, it wasn't like we were on there for months.

It'd be a two—- or three-day operation, then we'd come
back and they'd give us another crew, another bunch of
guys that we'd go back out again.

MR. KILLBLANE: Keep the same tube?

MR. WOOD: M0

MR. KILLBLANE: Just a different artillery
CHEE W

MR. WOOD: Yeah, yeah. And we only did that
maybe three or four times, maybe. B LA ie i EaREh En ™ G
I just assumed that it went on, because it did seem to
work.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay. So when you came
upriver when you were given your coordinates, your
destination, all right, did you end up linking up with
a little flotilla or Marine force, or did you end up
just pulling in wherever they told you?

MR. WOOD: Yeah. We just pulled in wherever

they told us to pull in. There was no other support



10

Tt

12

1SS

14

1L

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

17

KILLBLANE: You mentioned the infantry

Kezgheise
MR.

would clear the river. They're on
MR. WOOD: They're on the
MR. KILLBLANE: So, about

did you have
MR.
MR.

MR .

on that boat?
WOOD: There might've

KILLBLANE: B vz

veolmsoeat,  .Leo?
boat, too.

how many passengers

been 50.

WOOD: Yeah. And again, I'd have to go

back and look at the pictures.

MR.

KILLBLANE: So those infantrymen are

primarily security for your boats?

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

WOOD : Yes.
KILLBLANE: Okay.

WOOD: Yeah.

KILLBLANE: All right.

of the infantry group sweeping?

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

WOOD: No.

They're not part

KILLBLANE: Okay. That makes sense now.

WOOD: Yeah.

KILLBLANE: AL vE L Spias

et © INdiSme™Nan

interesting reason why you went into the boat field as
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a diesel mechanic.

MR. WOOD: Yeah. I didn't want to stay in the
infantry. Your life span wasn't too long.

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

MR. WOOD: So what happened was, they came
back to —— did I tell this already?

MR. KILLBLANE: Noj;, "o & oRs sEhnsiks .

MR. WOOD: Okay. They came back to the

holding camp and they asked if we had any diesel

mechanics. I'd never seen a diesel in my life, but I
said, yeah, me, yeah. I said, I worked around them all
my life; my dad owns a garage. So, they picked me and

I went down, and that's how I got started on it. But I
knew enough about diesels to know there's nothing you
can do with them. " I mean, they're very simple. You
change the filter and you change the oil.

And in Vung Tao they actually had mechanics
that were stationed there that did all the work on the
engines as far as valves and heads and all that stuff,
so we didn't do any of that.

MR. KILLBLANE: But the comical part is you

didn't think a diesel mechanic would be getting shot



10

Tt

12

1SS

14

1L

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

1g

Slitere

MR. WOOD: Yo Elaks | Ao Elal ety L Ehiouchirath it

has got to be safe. Well, it was safer, I'll say that.
It was safer.

MR. KILLBLANE: So what was unique about being
on the boats? What was it about being on the boats in
Vietnam that you liked?

MR. WOOD: I liked it because I was in
control. Because somebody wasn't telling me follow me,
and somebody wasn't saying something that I knew wasn't
a good idea. And that's what I found in the infantry
was that I didn't agree with a lot -- you did it
because that's what you're there for. But at least in
the boats, you had control over something. You can
move 1f you want to move. We called in air strikes,
you know. You could do all those things that gave you
that sense of control your destiny. (Indiscernible)
shoot at you when you're stuck down in a hole
somewhere.

BEAE T Shiavie YA SESIERIC S FEISPE CE VM NOIr NS 0'S SR CuLy S,
believe me. Don't take this the wrong way. I'm the

guy that left, you know. They stayed, so.
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MR. KILLBLANE: Yeah. But it's that idea
you're skipper of a boat, with how many years in the
Army and what rank?

MR. WOOD: Yeah. I was a SP4 and I had not
even a year. Because I went over in '66 and I went in
in '66, so we're looking at months. S© 4 L L EISkEE]
coxswain the first year, maybe 13 months, they gave me
that position.

Which, I wanted it. I asked for it. I worked
for it, because I didn't want to be a mechanic anymore.

L GO lCm iBE1E) IRI@) T, a0, SE NS TaSE e awoulld R ge T SERNOE, Wou
laid underneath those engines when you were running
because you couldn't stop. And it was so hot, you'd
get burned. You'd actually get like a sunburn, it got
so hot down there. So, I wanted out of there as fast
as I could get out.

MR. KILLBLANE: How many pounds did you lose?

MR. WOOD: Well, I only weighed 95 when I came
back.

MR. KILLBLANE: How much did you weigh you
went over?

MR. WOOD: I weighed about 150.
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MR. KILLBLANE: 150)%

MR. WOOD: I wasn't very heavy then.

MR. KILLBLANE: AT TEaCTaNE & Now, you're a
draftee. How did you feel going over to Vietnam and
coming back?

MR. WOOD: Well, I think I pretty well knew
when I went in where I was going. So, that wasn't a
surprise. My dad was in the service; my uncles were
all in the service; they were all World War II, all
decorated. My brother was in, my cousins were in.

So, I really didn't feel that bad about doing
a3 I thought that's the least you can do for your
country. And so, I had a pretty decent attitude.
Naturally I didn't want to go over there; I sure as
hell didn't volunteer to go over there, but I felt
like, you know, we've got a job to do, we need to be
here, we need to do it.” Whether dt's politicallys right
or politically wrong, that's not my decision to make.
It's somebody else's.

MR. KILLBLANE: At that time no one was really
asking that question, though, were they?

MR. WOOD: No, no.
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MR. KILLBLANE: Yeah.

MR. WOOD: My cousin lost his leg over there
in the infantry, and they could probably tell you
better than I could. You really weren't too concerned
about whether this was politically right or wrong. You
weren't even concerned about whether you were going to
win or lose. You were concerned about one thing and
that was coming back alive, and that's how you made
every decision, your friends, where you went, what you
did, you know, all those things, just based on coming
back alive.

MR. KILLBLANE: AdFIL. SEsleiae So how did you
feel when you were coming back?

MR. WOOD: Pretty damn good when I was coming
back.

When I got back, it was a very bitter
situation, very bitter. The way we were receiyveds when
we came back. I got in trouble in the airport going
home.

MR. KILLBLANE: How?

MR. WOOD: I never got spit on like some of

them did, but the comments about baby-killers and those
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things.

MR. KILLBLANE: So what did you do?

MR. WOOD: Probably some things I probably
shouldn't have done, but --

MR. KILLBLANE: Maybe you should've done it.

MR. WOOD: When I came home, I stopped at one
airport, and I don't even remember where it was. So I
when in to get something to drink. And of course we
had to have our uniforms on or we couldn't fly, they
wouldn't pay for it.

MR. KILLBLANE: Yeah.

MR. WOOD: And a guy made a comment in there -
Sc S S ENEIIE e oIS e I mean, he wasn't sitting next
to me; he was down at the other end, and I just kind of
1ost 1t. "'So, they didn't arrest me or anything; they
just took me out of there.

(Mild laughter)

MR. WOOD: Buit Widswal ked” ou't, SINEN put. it: thait
way . I walked out.

MR. KILLBLANE: Did he?

MR. WOOD: No, he didn't walk out. JEful S, AL

think that was how everybody felt, and I came back to



10

Tt

12

1SS

14

1L

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

it s thislihe re gt auseigvie gy 4t 1 mekeiliEks FARCN S 1/ 1y oifelin's
felt the same way, we Jjust wanted out, you know. We
were just done and we just wanted out.

I wouldn't say we weren't mean or anything
like that. It's Jjust that your mind-set was so
different, and this happened to be a training base for
OCS [Officer Candidate School], or whatever it was.

MR. KILLBLANE: No, not anymore.

MR. WOOD: Okay. Well, it was then. And we
had all these first lieutenants running around. And I
had to go down to the boats every day and pull it away
from the dock and pull it back. Then I headed to the
bar. lachc S eIl I clane el | Eerclos

Well, these lieutenants would come down the
street, and if you didn't salute them, boy, they'd slam
on their brakes, they'd back up. And so, it wasn't a
good Army life, yeah.

MR. KILLBLANE: Not the peacetime part.

MR. WOOD: But now that I'm older, I look at
it, and shouldn't have been that way. You know.
They're lieutenants, they're doing their job, and

they're part of the military and they deserve that
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think of?

pictures

so I got

and sent

that.

25

MR. KILLBLANE: Is there anything else you can
That's pretty much what I wanted.

MR. WOOD: No, no. No. I'll send you the

smnclyeHElSehe T (S ICUIE  Tlateho Il InEhy € &

My dad was a photographer when I was overseas,

a lot of pictures, because I just took them

them back and he developed them.

MR. KILLBLANE: By = great.

MR. WOOD: So, I can give you some history of

MR. KILLBLANE: Okay.

(Whereupon, the interview was concluded.)



