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SUBJECT: Unit History 1 November 1969 to 25 August 1970,

The 24th Trensportation Company (Medium Truck) continues to perform its
mission of port and beach clearsnce in en outstanding manner, There has been

many note-worthy events that have teken place in the company during the pagt
eight months,

The company was called upon 5 November 1969 to peeform its mission of sup-
plying back-up support to the 36th Transportation Battalion's line haml opera-
tion. During a period of high demand on transportetion assets the 24th "Truck-
nesterg" gladly took leave of port and beach opergtions and headed for the open
road for the firgt time in their history here at Cam Ranh Bay. It was an occagw
gplon that generated preat enthusiasm among drivers and all personnel involved in
vehicle operations. Twenty-five of the 24th Company's finest vehlcles cranked
up just before dewn for & long awaited chance to finally leave the confines of
CRB behind and for many to see the Vietnam that waite outside the limits of this
hugh U.S. bage for the first time, Nlght shift drivers, after working all night
volunteered to go out after having worked all night, Those who could not drive
volunteered to ride as shotgun or back-up drivers. As The vehicles pulled out
of the motor pool that morning each tr uck had a driver, an agsistant driver
and a shotgun rider be a cook, clerk, mechanic or first sergesnt. Close to 75
percent of the company turned out for the 24th Company's blg chance et line haul,
for the short push to NHA Trang emnd Ninh Hoe, and e very successful mlssion it wes.
Both vehicles and personsl performed in an outstanding menner., CPT Howard Seel
wxpressed his feelings to the troops on thelr superior performance and all per-
sonel concerned could be proud of the job they had done and many came back with

some excellent pictures of their unit in actlion outside the limits of Cam Ranh
Bay at last,

During the first few months of 1970 the unit was plagued by severe personnel
shortages. Degpite these shortages the company was sble to meet its twenty-
four hour commitments and at the same time was one of the very few units on Cam
Ranh Bey to pass its CMMI the first time inspected, a truly emazing fete when
congidering our twenty-four hour operation, age and mileage of trucks and per-
sonnel shortages.

In January of this year the 24th Trans Battalion and the 36th Trang Bat-
telion were congolidated under the 24th Battalion's colors. The company's mis-
sion did not change but more additional profects were added to ouvr commit ment,
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At long last the remeining 1 HC tractors, which had proved to be unsult-
able to the sandy terrain at CHB were transfered to thk Transportetion Motor
Fo ol to be used to haul passenger trallers to carry local Nationels, In ad-
dition the 30 large Kenworth tractors which the comp any hed been operating
were transfersd to the 592 Trans Co end in return the 592 tran sfered her 20
5 ton tractors to the 24th making us s TOE mediwm truck company, If was feli
that there wasg & possibility that ¥ he 24th would go out as a line haul wnit,
but it was decided that it would be unfeasable to adapt enother unit to handle
the gpecialized port and b each operation and so the 24th was to remain on the
port and beach miscion.

With the Kenworths gone the 24th was selected for another new army project,
thet of heuling the Army's new containerized freight system "the Milvan” under
this concept cargo is loaded into trailer vans at polnts of origin, loaded on
to sea~train vessels, transported to CRB, off-loaded onto specislly constructed
trailer beds, and finelly haul %o any destination in Vietnam by 24th company
vehicles., The operation is gtill in the trisl stage, but with good results
being achieved in loading and dellvery times,

At the present time the unit is readying itself for the coming monsoon
seggon by putting new sandbags on roocfg and replacing the company's board
walks. In addition the company area hes been besul ified with the addition of
a functionel white picket fence with a few strategically pleced barbed wire
strands, The motor pool has also been improved with the addition of one of the
nost colorful gigns on CRB and slso a coabt of fresh paint on the maintenance
bullding itself.

It is also note worthy that the company hes had five reenlistments dur—
ing thi g period.

A unit pateh was deasigned by the company to be worn on the right pocket
of the fatigue jacket. A aample patch ig included in the photograph sect ilon
of the unit history, It exemplifies the port and beach clsarance mission by
picturing a 5 ton tr actor trailer rig and a kenworth tractor trailer working
under the hooks of a mo ored ship, The "truckmaster" patch was well excepted
by all personnel of the unit and over 900 such patches were ordered and dls-
tributed to troops,
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