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l. Significant Activities:

as During the period 1 Januvary 1966 through 31 December 1966 the
444%h Transportation Company (Light Truck) was attached to the 27th Transport-
ation Battalion (Truck) located approximately twelve miles west of Qui Nhon,
Republic of Vietnam,

be During the calendar year the unit conduct:d beach clearance oper-
ations at Qui Yhon Port, provided troop 1lift and support of forward. task forces
of various combat units and supported 27th Transportation Battalion line haul
oncrationg.

¢s Operation Bluec Lights On.24 December 1965, the 3rd Platoon, led
by 2LT Donald W. Johnson and auvgnented by a mess section departed for Pleiku
to provide support for the neowly arriving 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
The 3rd FPlatoon cateblished operations ot the "Now Pleiku Air IMicld" and moved
troops from plancs to their new location necar Pleiku. The role Transportation
Corps wnitbs played in Operation Blue Light was pointed. out by the Commanding
Goneral, First Logistical Command, Brigadicr General C.W, Eiflor, in a lotter
to the Commanding Officer, 4th Transportation Commabd (Tml A)e The letter,
dated 9 February 1966, cited all uwnits involved in the build up. The letter
was indorsed to the Cormanding Officer, 27th Tronsportation Battalion, by
Colonel R.We Aronson, Commanding Officcr, 4th Transportation Command. In it,
Colonel Aronson cormended units of the Battalion, including the 444th Trong-
portation Company, "The commendable manmer in which you and members of your
cormand digtinguished yourselves in the accouplishment of  this important
nission reflects your dodication and professional ability."

de Operation Motador: The unit transported elements of the last
Cavalry Division t0 their assembly arcas near Pleiku on 3 Januwary and pro-
vided line haul support for that operation.

o. Opcerntion Masher-White Wing: The unit provided troop 1lift to
clenents of the lgt Cavalry Division by first hauling elements North of Qui
Fhon on Highway #1 to Phu Cat on 11 February 1966 and on North to the highly
contested Bong Son area later in the month. This effort was c¢ited in a letter
to the Commanding Genernl, US Army Support Cormand, Qui Nhon, by Brigadier
General C.W, Eiflcr, Cormonding General, Pirst Logistical Cormand. This letter
congratulated all wiits including the 444th Transportation Conpany. The letter
further stotes that, “during this period, you provided the division with
500,000 rations, 7,000 tons of ammunition, and 2,000,000 gnllong of fuel. A
no tine did combat opcrations have to be delayed or postoned because of a short-
age of cssenticl nmaterial.® This letter wos indorsed with comnnmendation by :
Brigadier Generwl Charles Re Meyer, Cormanding Genewral, US Axmy Support Comnand,
Qui Nhone During this operation the unit moved 149 tons of supplies and 350
troops o distance of 2,157 niles,



fe Operation Lincoln: Two platoons of trucks were utilized to
gupport the 2nd Squadron, 8th Cavalry ot the beginning of Operation Lincoln
on 24 Mexch 1966, Led by 2LT Lynn R. Coy, the vehicles transported nen and
equipnent fron An Khe to an arca 35 niles couthwest of Pleiku. Two days
later agocondary nission developed when 12 of the sare trucks returned to the
now fanous Specral Forces Canp at Plei Me with additional men and equipment
of the faned "First Team." These trucks remoined in the Pleiku arca hauling
badly necded supplics to Foreard Support arcas during the remainder of the
operation while noving 720 troops a distance of 9,331 niles,

g+ Operation Round Outs On 16 April 1966, nen of the 26th Infantry
Reginen&,, ROK Capitol Division, cane ashore ot Qui Ihon. In a "round-rohin®
shuttle, two platoons of the 444th noved the fresh troopg to theix base camp
neaxr the Divigion'!s headquarters.

h. Beach Clearance: Duxing the period 28 October 1965 through 18
April 1966, the A44th Trans Co porticipated in beach clearance oporations ot
the Port of Qui Nhon, The period of heaviest commaitnent was during the period
1 Jonuary through 24 March, when an average of 25 vehicles per doy wore worzing
two - twelve hour shifts. This gomritnent was in addition to the line haul
and conbat support cormiinents nmentioned above. During this period tho unit
avoraged between 250 and 300 short tons cleared cach doy. In March 1966, the
27th Transporteation Battalion received a letter of cormendation indorsed
through 4th Transportotion Comnond (Tnl A) fron Brigadier General C.W. Fifler,
Cormanding General Firot Logistical Command. In it, General Eifler cited the
heavy backloge of shipping in early Januoxry and the rapid increasc in tonnages
clecarcda. Mnother heovy period came between 4 llay 1966 and 31 May 1966, when
the wit provided an avernge of 27 trucks for beach clearance operations. In
spite of the added strain on drivers working both beach clearance cormitnents
and line haul, the drivers pexforxmed theilr dutics in a supcrior nanncre 4s
usual, not ~ne commitnent vag niscsed.

i. During the period 1 Janucxy through 31 March the wiit noved
539280 tongs a disbance of 275,529 nilec on other voariows linc hauvl and beach
clearsnce commitments at the port of Qui Nhon.

Je Operation Longfellow: On 11 April two platoons of the unit dew
ployed to Pleiku where they trans-shipped coxgo fron stake and plotfom trail-
ers to a Task Poxce at Dalc To located approxinately 70 miles North of Pleiku
on Highway l4. The conwvoy $o Dok To on 12 April, led Yy 2LT Lymn R. Coy,
narked what vas uwnderstood to be the first US Armiy Convoy to that location in
two years. Other elements provided troop 1ift to the First Cavalry Division
during the sane operation.

ke Operation Drvy Crockett: One platoon of the wnit, led by 2LT
Lynn R. Coy, noved to An Khe whore it picked up Troops of the lat Cavalry
Division. This elenent joined the remaindexr of the convoy ot Qui Nhon
and departed for Bong Son at 0200 hours, 3 May on whalt wao the first night
convoy in this area of operationss

le Poul Revere Iz On 27 May the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division
began an cxtensive operaticn near Pleiku. One plateon deployed to Pleiku
and provided local haul support to units of that organization.



ne  Operation Hawthornes The operation of the lst Brignle, 10laot
Airborme Division expanded into a major conflict early in Jume 1966, On 10
June 1966, the main body of the 444th deployed to Pleiku %o provide combat
gervice support to the 10lst, The fiwst najor effort come on 13 June 1966,
wheth 47 trucks of the wnit participoted in a 107 vehicle convoy to Dak To.
This oporation was gupported by line hauml until 1 August 1966. Convoys to
Dak To were led by wnit Platoons Leaders on a daily basis. Turnearound tines
were reduced becoausce of the dedicated efforts of NCO'g and drivers during
this cxitical period.

ne Operation Henry Clay:s On 11 July 1966, the entire conpany led
by CPT Jomes M. Turley, participated in an amored convoy to Bon Blech in
support of Operation Henry Clay. The unit hauled a najor portion of Task
Force Borron's three day stockage of supplies. A4t this time, the road to
Bon Blech was wnsccurcd, except for the mobile scourity element on the road.
Throughout the nonth of July 1966, the unit provided line haul and troop
1ift service to Task Force Boxrron and the First Cavalry Divieicn at Bon Blech,
Tack Force Stinson at Dak To, and to the Third Brigade, 25th Infantry Divi.
sion 14 niles South of Fleiku. In addition, the 444th hauled 500 gnllon fu.l
bladders to the air strip at Cheo Reo in support of Hooker II, Drivers of
the unit distinguighed themselves on these treacherous routes by their pro-
fessionalisn and attention to duty.

os Operation Hawthorne: During the period le7 July dirvect ccubat
support was provided to Plei Me Special Porces canp located in the Central
highlands southwest of Pleikus A totel of 576 tons were bauled a distance of
17,012 niles,

De Operation Baurcgard: During the period 8 July ~ 8 August the
unit provided direct combat support to Bun Blech Special Forces Canp located
70 niles South of Pleiku on Route 14. A total of 6,312 tong werc hauled &
digtance of 127,088 nmiles. In addition 575 troops were trausported to Bon
Blechs

gqe Operation Paul Revere IIs On 2 August 1966 a major battle be-
gon developing West of Pleikus Elements of the Third Brigade, 25th Infantry
Divigion and the First Cavalry Division were comitted., During this period
of logistical strain, the 444th wos comwmitted to its naximunm copability,:
supporting the 3rd Bigede, 25th Infantxy Division and Task Force Barron, now
located at the Oasis, 21 nmiles South of Pleiku. Drivers of the 444th hauled
a naxirmm number of tons to these locations in spite of troacherous roads. The
drivers and leaders of the unit again disployed superior devotion to duty
while negotiating the one-lane road pocked by holes and ruts, During this sane
period, the unit supported ROK operations at Duc Co, using amored elenents
fron the lst Battalion, 69th Amor: One 2l ton truck was dancged hy a nine,
but the driver coaxed it to Due Co, off-loaded and returned the vehicle to
Pleiku under its own povers

rs Operation Henry Clay:s On 30 August the unit transported 90 tons
a distance of 5,280 riles fron Pleiku in support of Operation Henry Clay.

se Operation Thayer It After having retumed to Qui Ihon from Pleiku
on 31 August the wnit conducted support of Operation Thayer I during the period
13«30 Septenbers. BElonents of the lst Cavalry Division located at Bong Son
were provided with 3,876 tons of supplies which were noved a total of 119,519
mileses In addition line haul to An Khe and Pleiku during the period 1-7 Sep



delivered a total of 2,444 tons with 213 additional tons being moved on local
haulse Support of Operations Thayer T and IT continued through 3L Octobers
The unit was cormended in a letter from Mojor General C.H, Dunn, Lsst. Chief
of 8taff, MACV, in a letter dated 25 October 1966 in which he wrote, "The
prompt, efficient, ond dedicated support in which you and the nombers of your
cormend responded o the emergency requirenent for noving MM-2 natting during
the period 21 September 1966 to 4 October 1966 is noteworthy and appreciated.
Despite your very heavy workload, your comand quickly wesponded in a highly
efficient nammer to nove this critically necded naterial by all transport
neans ovailatle to its destination at Khe Sanh and Dong Haes Your pronpt
action enhenced the tactical suppoxrt copability in the I Corps tactical zone
at a nost critical period.” This letter was indorsed by Major General C.W.
Bifler, Commanding General, lst Logistical Cormand.

t, On 1 Yovember the unit was alerted to nove to TPleiku ~nd loaded
and noved with only 21 hours notice, arriving at Pleiku at 1300 hours 2 Nov-
cnberes Within four hours after arrival vehicles werc being dispatched in
support of clenents of the lst Cavalry Division operating fron the "Oasis" -
located twenty niles southwest of Pleiku. During the period 2 Nov-3l oo
the widt continued support ot the Onsis of Cperation San Houston and in ad-
dition backhawled amrmnition fron a Special Forces CIDG comp located at Dak
To., The 4th Infantry Division on Operation Paul Rovere IV, at a location 37
niles wost of Pleiku, was algo gupported at two Task Forcesé one located ot
Ploi Docchi and the othem at a Special Forxces CIDG canp at flel Djerengs
During the period 26-3) Dec, 40 tosk vehicles were dispatched to Plei Djereng
with 90 nen wider the cormand of 2LT Robert E. MeIlvain., These 90 nen loaded
rost of the task force supplies by hand and noved the entire Task Iorce op-
exotion to Ploi Dogehi. During the period 26 Nov = 25 Dec the wmit supported
the First Brigade L0lst dirborne Diviegion on Operation Pickett in an area
West of Kontun noving on one occasion to a location less thean 1) Kilometers
frorr the Canbodisn Border. The mileage and ton figures for the operslions are
ag followss

(1) Task Force locoted at the Oasis and Operation San Houston:
2,720 tons.

(2) Task Force located at Plei Docchi and Opemation Paul
Revere IVs 3,203 tons

(3) Task force located at Dak To Special Forces CIDG campi
513 tons

(4) Operation Picketts 964 tons

(5) 26 - 31 :Dec nove of Task Force fron Plei Djereng to Flei
Doochis 564 tong.

(6) Total nileege 2 Nov « 31 Dect 115,258

2 Civil Affaivs: During the period Dec 65 through Dec 66 the 444th
Transportation Company (Light Truck) participated in the following Civil
Affairs projects:

(1) Trucks of the 444th led by 2LT Lymn Re Coy assisted the
Qui Nhon Support Cormand Civil Affairs Officer by hauling toys and food to
oublying villages north of Qui Nhone This operation, knowm as "Toys for
Tobs," took place in late Decenber 1965.



(2) 1In Moy 1966, the nen of the 444th contributed over TOOOVN
to the holy Fanily Hospital, Qui Nhon, to have a lip opernti-n perxformed on
an eleven year old Vietnanesc girl, Das Thi Ice The girl had becone o faniliar
sight around the conpound, acting as lawndresg and house girl. The operation
was a success and won many friends in the village of Phu Tad.

(3) During Moy 1966, twelve trucks of the 444th worked day and
night for a weck to move rice and flour fron the Vietnanese dock at Qui Nhon
to warvehouses at the Cetholic Cathedral in Qui Nhon. The rice and flour was
donated fron the Bishops Relief Fund and vas usced to feed refucees in the
large refugee canp near the Cathedral,

(4) The unit also contributed food to neely villagers, hired
nenbers of a needy fanily, and assisted in the congtruction of o home for a
foanily whoge hut had bumed Yo the ground.

3e Other Projectot

(1) In April 1966, the 444th Transportstion Company beconge the
first unit of the 27th Trangporxrtation Battalion, to achiaeve 100% participation
in the Sawings Bond Programe This goal was attained through the joint offoxts
of officers and nonwcormissioned officers. The Tnit First Sergeant, Donald L.
Rees, ploced specinl enphasis on savings at all outrance briefings for new
persomnels The unit has continued to have well ahove 90% participatior through~
out the yeaxr.

(2) In May 1966, the men of the 444th Trans Co achicved another
first when they contributed over one dollar per nan o the Ancrican Red Cross.
No active Red Cross compaign took place in the Republic of Vietnam, but the
nen of the wnit vanted o contrihute because of the nany benefits alrendy ce~
ceived from the Rod Cross since the wnitls aryivel in the Republic of Vietuon.

(3) OMHI Inspections: The "Triple Four" also successfully -
passed three Comand Maintenmce Management Ingpections during this perdlod,
on 30 Jan 66, 1 Apr 66, and 9 Dee 66. The unit was cormended by Brigadiexr
Goneranl Charles R, Meyer for its success in passing o large nwaber of road-
side spot check inspections conducted by the US Apyy Support Command, Qui Nhon.

~ (4) The uwnit successfully conpleted the Anmual CGeneral Tn-
spection in Merch 1966. The inspection was conducted by Headquarters, US
Axmy Support Cormond, Qui Nhon.

4e Command Changess

(l) On 11 Sep 66, 136G Donald L. Rees departed the wmit for
assignnent to Burope with SFC E7 George Fo Willhite taking over the dutics
of conpany 18G.

(2) After being in command of the unit since 7 August 1964,
Captain Janes I, Turley completed twenty-five nonths outstanding leadcrship
of the wnit when he rotated to CONUS.

(3) captain Chayles HoRe Kraner assuned Command on 24 Septenber
1966,



