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The ysar 1967 saw the 515ta Trensportation Compeny involved in 2
variety of aissions at several locations. The war in Il Coris uas
bezinning to show dramatie progrsss, Wav meteriel from CUFUS was being
funneled into the mussive Cam Zenh Bay fagilities at a fant.stic rate.
Our Lrucks vere covirditted heavily to the port and beach clezronce
offort, Opsrating around the clock seven days a weel, tne 515th con-
tinued to move cargo ot a record setting sace, Complicentlisg these
iocel operztions were the daily convoys that chenneled tais cargo to
tne varlous subaress within II Corps, Routine convoys ucre made dolly
o iha Trang, binh Hoa, Tuy Hoa, cnd Phen Rang. Under the weight of
this awvesome logisticul base the eneny offensive wus belag crushed,
uith our convoys encountering only token resistence in tae form of
shoratic sniner fire und occasional luond nines,

In Scptember of 1967, all eyes focused on the nortaern iost
provinces ¢ South Vietnan, as the United States forces began to uass
troops taere in an attemnt to halt the heavy infiltration of lorth
Victnumese Regular Ariy troops into the South. On 2C Septenber 1967,
the 515th was alericd to wove the entire company to bong Jda, uang
Tri Frovince, sore nine riles south of the Deinilitarized Zone. Trav-
eling by IST to Da Hang, and by truck convoy the remainder, the 515th
srrived in Jong Ha on 29 September. We ismnedictely began bulldiug a
coumany area, aowever, 2 week later we werc ordered t. Love to Pau
Eci, 30 miles souta. Having finally found o iome, we begun ruaning
convoys to several outosts strung out just velow the D4, Travel-
ing with heavy Marine security our trucks caug under neavy mortar
and artillery attack corbined with frequent cmoushes along Route 9.
We suffcred tarce wounded in action snd seveiul tiucks lost to eneuy
fire during thxt neriod, The smcll outposts of Gia Iin., Con Yiden,
Caip Carroll, Cam Lo, 2nd Colu become familier pluces to the "Road-
rugners", Typieal of "Roadrunncr' convoys wcrs these to Lon Tiiien.
Occuyying = strategzic 2ill overlooking the M2, this tiny fortress
was roceiving upwerds of one thousand enemy artillery and mortoyr
rounGs diily. Fow of us will ever forget tuose irantic deshes into
Con “hien, dw.;ing our gargo and exiting the lmpact area within 15
ginutes.

Late in woverber a detachment of trucks and drivers vere deuloyed tu
Dong ila; the remninier of the 515ti remaining at Phu ial, ‘ails then wus
aow 1647 ended —- with the uen of the 515tn Trans Co very :wch in tue thick
of t{he battile,
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The beginning of January 1968 found the 515th fransportation Company
vRpadrunners® completely split. The st platoon was ioeated at Dong Ha,
the 2ud, headquarters ad maintensnce platoons were located in Pim Bai,
while the 3rd platoon continued to remain in Gaa Raoh Bay. The unit was
commended by Cpt Uwe Jaeckel, had a strength of thi B¥, 3 OFF and 1 WO
and had 55 task 5 ten cargo trucks, 20 of which were located in Cam Ranh
Bay. The 515th fransportation Company was still under the operational
control of the 3rd Marine Division a8 it hsd beem since September 1967 and
ocontinued to reciive itts comdtments from the 9th Motor Transport Battel-
ion (Marine) located at Dong Ha. Aduinistratively the company was control=-
od by the 36th Transportation Battalion (Army) located in Cam Ranh Bay.

While under the operational econtrol of the 3rd Marine Division, the
company*s mission was to haul vital supplies and combat troops to Mgrine
outposts along the DMZ, The daily convoys took the unit's vehicles along
QL #9, to such points as Con fhien, Cam Io, Calu, Camp Carroll snd the
Rockpile. The mission of direct combat support with the 9th ¥otor Tramms-
port Battalion evem led convoys north of Gia Linh on QL #1, while to the
south the 515th was hauling supplies from the Dong Ha Raxp and Arfield
to the 18t Air Cavalry Division located at Qamp Evans.

During Jauuary, the 515th vehicles were involved in several ambushes
while operating in conjunction with Marine convoye. On 13 Jmuary 1968,
ten (10) 515th trucks along with vehicles from the 9th Motor Transport
Battalion (llar!l.nn) and the 11th Engineer Battalion (_llarinou) departed in
convoy from the Rockpile o Calu. At epproximately 1245 hours the conwy
wat attacked by North Vietnamese Army Regulars using small arws fire,
greusdes, mortors and booly trapped mines. Two men from the 515th were
wwded, S°/k Larry B, Bates, US549629 14 and %9 /i Terry L. Gochenour,
US5480L8TT, wiile one truck was destroyed. TYotal losses for the conwoy
were 19 killed in action, 60 wounded in action and 2 missing in action.

On 23 January the 515th 2d, hesdguarters and maintenance platoons
joined the 15t platoom in Pong Ha. The next few days were occupied by
setting up the living tents and building bvnkers md on the 27th the
company was back to full utiligation. On 1 February, Cpt Gerald R. Knoll

1968



Annual Historical Summary - 1968 (CONT)

joined and assumed command of the unit, :

The area around Dong Ha received the brunt of the Commmnist Tet
Offensive during the months of February and March. During this period
the conwy routes traveled by the 515th vehicles and its base camp
received almost daily shellings. On 2 February the 515th received its
first killed in action of the year. SP/4k Ray C. Banks, US54,32298 was
transporting a Marine mine sweeping team between Camp Garroll and Dong
Ha and found it necessary to remain over night at Cam Io. During the
night Cam Lo was overrun and Specialist Bank's truck was struck by an
eneny artillery round killing him, In addition to the threat of enemy
fire the 515th faced other problems, the most serious of which was lack
of supplies, mainly food, repair parts and wotor oil. On the 13th of
Pebruary the only supply of motor oil available to the unit was two 55
gallon drums of OE 50 oil. 7This situation was to last for 2 weeks.

The period of 18 Pebruaxy - 18 March was one of very heavy shelling
of the 515th base area. The unit was alerted for incoming rounds three
and four times a day. These alerts were so timed by the enemy as to hit
the wmit during meal time. It became extremly difficult to enable the
men to eat a freshly prepared meal which was beginning to have a serious
psychological effect on the troops, On 14 March 1968 the 515th received
its second and last killed in action of the year, During a rocket
attack on the company area SP/5 Tomuie L. Symack, RA15604126, was hit
by shrapnal and killed, In addition to the one killed, seven otherSwere
wounded including 2LT John B. Connors, the Operations Officer and SFCG
James H. Kirby the 18t Sergesnt. Even during this trying period, two
pluses mst be noted. On 6 March the unit began to receive its first
issue of "Stars and Stripes", Morale was helped tremendously., In addite
ion on 21 February, the 515th received word that according to General
Order #787, DA Headquarters USARV it had been awarded the Meritorious
Unit Comendation for its operations while located in Cam Ranh Bay.

Unfortupately monthly tonnage and mileage records were destroyed
covering the 515th's period of operation supporting the 3rd Marine
Division while at Dong Ha., The following figures were salvaged from
Marine Corps records, During the period 25 November 1967 = 16 March 1968
the 515th Transportation Company hsuled 19,850 S/% of cargo, transported
19,386 troops and traveled 109,371 niles,

On 18 March 1968 the 515th retwrned to Phu Bal and located in the
F13G-A compound, Living conditions were greatly improved since South
East Asia huts were available to include an alr-conditioned Barber $hop.
Ab thie time the unit assumed its present mission of port and beach
clearance of Hue and Tan My Ramps, The supplies cleared from these
ramps were for such unite as the 1018t Airborne Division, 1st Alr Cav-
alry Division, 82nd Airborne Division and the 18t Marine Division.
Operational control of the unit waa now placed on the Marine Force
Logistical Command,
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On 9 April 1968, operational control of the 515th was transfered
to the 57th Transportation Battalion, part of the 26th General Support
Group which had just established its headquarters in Quang Tri. The
515th Operations Section still continued to coordinate with the Marine
Conwy Control Center to achieve better utilization of its vehicles,

The pace had slowed considerably since the 515th had moved out of
Dong Ha.  On 2 May the 39th Transportation Battalion arrived at Phu Bai
and the 515th became part of the battalion structure., On 23 May the
515th acquired a new platoon leader, LT Barry L. Watson, who was later
to become the company commander. As a reminder that the war had not
ended, the 515th Transportation Company motor pool was hit by a mortor
att;ek on 25 May 1968, Several trucks were damaged but no one was inj-
ured,

During June and July the unit continued in its mission of port and
beach clearance but in addition began a series of combat support missions
to Bastogne hauling Class V cargo to USARV artillery crews on the edge
of the A Shau Valley. %Two such missions were undertaken in June and
three in July. On 14 July, shortly after the unit moved accross gL #1
into Camp Hockmouth, the 515th celebrated Unit DPay. A company party
was held commkemerating the anniversary of the 3rd year this unit has
been in Viet Nam, On 0 July 1968, 1LT Barry L. Watson replaced Opt
Knoll as commanding officer of the 515th. Cpt Knoll moved up to the
39th Transportation Battalion as Maintenance Officer,

During the month of August, the 515th was inwvolved in two large
scale operations in support of the 101st Airborne Division, operation
"Mass Muskat" and operation "Sommerset Plain®, During operation "Mass
Musket! the 515th hauled 4,209 8/T in 9 combat support missions, During
operation "Sommerset Plain® which lasted from 3rd =~ 19th of August this
wit is credited with moving 8/T of cargo and traveling 20,867 miles,

During the month of September a large backlog of supplies was devel~-
oping on Tan My Ramp. To alleviate the congestion, the 515th was loaned
12 Ston tractors from 363rd Transportation Company and 30 8 & P trailers
from the Marine Qorps, With this equipment the 515th was to conduct a
traller~transfer operation between Camp Evans and Tan My Ramp., This
operation continued until the early part of Novenber.

During the period 27 October to 11 November the 515th was involved
in operation "Liberty Canyon' which was the mve of the 18t Air Qavalry
Division from Camp Evans to Tan My Ramp. Since this was a concentrated
effort, vehicles were on the road 2, hours per day and with an average
present for duty strength of 108 men with 40 vehicles operating per day.
It was often necessary for NOO's t act a8 relief drivers., During the
operation, the 515th is credited with moving 5,796 $/T's and driving
32’ 1140 milﬁso
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During November the company reached a low point in the amunt of
personnel and equipment on hand. The rough terrain and long years had
finally taken their toll of the old M54k gas buring 5 ton cargo trucks
with which the 515th was equiped. In mid November the unit had only 9
task vehicles on hand in Phu Bal and a total of 112 EM and 2 Officers
assigned to the unit. There was one noteworthy accomplishment in
Novenber. The unit passed it's Amnual General Inspection conducted by
the Da Nang Support Command on 19 Novenber., This was the first AGL the
unit has been through sinece it's arrival in Viet Nam in 1965.

On 22 November, 1LT Ronald L. Ash Sr, replaced ILT Watson as
commanding officer. LI Watson moved up to the battalion 8-4 position,
Also on 11 November the company*s 1st Sergeant, SFC William T. Neill
was promoted to 1st Sgt B-8,

December 8aw the 515th continuing to perform its mission of port
and beach tlearance to the best of its ability in light of its shortage
of task vehicles, No replacement vehicles were in sight but a trickle
of replacement personnel had begun to filter up i'rom Da Nang.

1 Incl ROBERT L POLEY
Tonnage & Mileage Figures <
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TONNAGE AND MILEAGE FIGURES - MAY 68 TO DEC 68

MONTHS TONS MILES
MAY 3,496 32,982
- JUN 1:790 “0:923
JUL 2,645 21,99
AUG 2,82 20,867
SEP 3,732 32,882
ocr 6,043 42,134
NOV 3,738 22,766
DEC 3,689 0,449

Inclosure 1
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
515TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (LIGHT TRUCK)

APO 96308

12 March 1970

UNTIT HISTORY

1 January 1969 through 31 December 1969

On 1 January 1969 First Lieutenant Ronald L Ash Sr, and Firsgt
Sergeant Williem J Neill both remained in their positions of Commanding
Officer and 1st Sergeant of the 515th Trans Company, The compeny had
an operating strength of 2 officers, {1 warrent officer and 169 enlisted
men, The 515th ushered in the new year by moving to a new location,

On 3 January the company moved from its area at Camp Hockmouth to Gia

Le in an area directly adjacent to the 39th Transportation Battalion
(Truck) Headquarters, The unit's equipment, including the CO's hootch,
survived the six mile or more move without ineident, On the night of 10
January, the men of the 515th encountered their first taste of enemy active
ity of this year when two (2) 122 mm rockets hit in the area, one just

15 yards from the mess hall., Miraculously there were no injuries of
damage done,

After the initial tasks of getting settled in the new company area,
the 5151h still faced a perplexing personnel management problem, The
unit was up to strength in personnel with more arriving every day but
there were only 8 trucks in the two platoons located at Gia Le and 17
trucks in the Cam Ranh Bay platoon., The congtant utilization of person=
nel for details was having a harmful effect on the Unit's morale, For=
tunately the reduction to zero strength of the 863rd Transportation
Company provided the 515th with thirty four (34) 2F ton cargo trucks
vhich solved this problem., On 26 Jamuary a battalion formation was held
for the promotion of 1LT Ash to Captain, On 26 January the 515th also
assumed operationel control of the 2nd platoon of the 363rd Transportation
Company which waes: a meduim truck company located in Da Nang,

Due to its added capability, the 515th received several static
direct support commitments for the 10fst Airborne Division (Alrmobile),
including the hauling of fresh bread, ice cream and troops to Camp Evans,
Landing Zone Sally and Camp Eagle, On 11 February the 515th assumed
operational control of the 3rd platoon of the 57th Transportation Company,
a five ton cargo truck company located in Quang Tri, DBoth the 57th's
platoon and the 363rd's platoon were used mainly for port and beach
clearancds, On 16 February 1LT Joseph K Winkler joined the company as a
platoon leader, The acquesition of LT Winkler gave the 515th two platoon
leader, something it had not enjoyed for 7 months, Lt Winkler had
previously served 5 months as the 39th Transportation Battalion Adjutant,



During the last week in March, the 515th and its attached platoon
from the 57th Trans Co began conducting combat support misgions to
Fire Base Blaze which was manned by artillery units from the 101st
Airborne Division (Airmobile) and XXIV Corps. The initial run's to
Blaze were treacherous and tested the stsmina of the men and equipment,
The portion of the road from Fire Base Bastogne to Fire Base Blaze was
orginally built by the French nearly 20 years ago and was barely wide
enough for a five ton cargo truck to pass. The 515th and 57th continued
to run to Blaze on @& dally bagis, weather permitting, hauling the much
needed ammunition and building materiale used by the 27th Engineer Battalion
to rebuild the road now named QL 547. The 515th and 57th platoon can be
credited with hauling the ammunition used by the artillery units at Fire
%ase Blaze to shell the enfamous "Hamburger Hill" located in the & Shau
alley, ,

On 2 March the 515th acquired another platoon but this time in
exchange for its 3rd platoon in Cam Ranh Bay, The 235th Trans platoon
which was attached to the 363rd Trans Co in Da Nang became the 3rd platoon
515th Trans Co while our old platoon in Cam Ranh Bay became the 235th
Trans platoon, The new platoon had a full complement of men and 20 new
five ton cargo trucks,

April was a month of changes for the 515th which begun on the
wrong foot. On & April the unit attained a score of 69 on its first
COMMI gince the unit hag been in RVWN, The OMMI was conducted by the
Da, Nang Support Command, On 24 April the unit assumed operational control
of the 2nd platoon 57th Trans Co while the 2nd platoon 363rd went to
Quang Tri to be attached to the 57th Trans Co, On 25 April the unit
moved its motor pool across Gia Le Road to the motor pool formerly
utilized by the 363rd platoon thus being able to take advantage of a
large maintenance building,

On 27 April the company changed commanding officers with the
assipgnment of Cpt Robert L Poley who formly served as Division
Transportation Officer for the Americal Division located in Chu Lai,
Cpt Ash was reassigned to the 39th Trans Bn as the S-4.

During the month of May the 515th continued its mission of port
and beach clearance and direct support to the 101st Airborne Division
(Miymobile), On 22 May the 515th lost First Sergeant Nelll dve to a
emergency reassignment, During First Sergeant Neill's 11 months with the

unit he had performed in a truly exemplary memner and was awarded the
Bronze Star, SFC Frank Overby the former Truckmaster assumed the duties

of First Sergeant,

June was a climax for the company's operation to Fire Base Blaze.
Convoys operated almost daily, The engineer work on the road was
so successful that by the end of the month tractor-trailer vehicles
could cross the road, The cargo truck requirement then transferred to
other fire bases being built throughout Northern I Corps.

2



Panther I and Panther IX, Angzio, Nancy, and Roy were scattered

from the Hi Van Pass north of Quang Tri. Each one was atop a high
hill or peak; so that the final approach to each was over extremely
steep and treacherous roads. On several ocassions wet weather made the
inclines so slick that avehicle could not maintain footing and would
glide off the edge, Through sharp driver skill these incidents were
always minor, with no injuries, loss of life or property., For several
months the unit had been in need of senior NCO's, The month of June
brought new 1ife to the unit., First Sergeant Nathaniel A Dance arrived,
and shortly after that a young SFC, Gian Carlo Poli also joined the
unit, Mirgt Sergeant Gerald Toller had joined the unit in May, but
after his extension lesve, he went to the 805th Transportation Company.
" Tt was also about this time that SFC Frank Overby went fto the 39th
Transportation Battalion Operations section, and SFC Gian Poli too
over the job of Truclmaster, :

The mission of the 515th during the month of July was still port
and beach clearance, but our roll in support of the 101st Airborne
Division (Airmobiles was steadily growing, And in the month of August
we were sending two convoys of twenty to thirty trucks a day to Flre
Bage Blaze. We also sent a platoon of volunteers out to Fire Base
Rendezvous for two weeks, During this time we moved Fire Base Currahese
and Fire Base Rendezvous back to the Fire Base Blaze ared,

When the rains began to come in September, the 515th was the only
company which could negotiete the steep, muddy hills, It was also in
early September that Captain Robert Poley, who had been without any
other officer for nesrly a month, received two lieutenants and a warrant
officer: First Ideutenant, Daniel R Jones, First Lieutenant Robert B
Johngton and Chief Warrent Officer Kenneth B Coburn, SFC Lewis Rose III
had taken over the second platoon in fugust, and SFC Francis Gray had
brought his platoon up from Da Nang, so the leadership in the 51 5th was
at its full strength, When the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile)
withdrew its troops from the A Shau Valley, the 515th h@lped the Division

in its relocation to Camp Evans and Dong Hg, With the end of the day~-long,
dirt-eating convoys into the A Shau Valley, the 515th switched its
emphasis to port and beach clearance at Ten My Ramp, and support of local
fire bases.

In November the men of the third platoon, which had come to RWN
as a unit, rotated to the states, S5SG Percy Washington became the
platoon sergeant of the new third platoon, Although we were short
of personnel, the company did not let down. That month we won the
company of the month award, as we had done in the prior month, and we
also passed our Amual General Inspection,



December saw the 515th again winning the Company of the Month Award,
We had been averaging between 2% and 4% deadline rate per month for several
monthg, We coneluded the year with a steak and drinks dinner for the
cleaning women and a gift of five boxes of clothes to an orphanage in
Phu Loung Villiage. The clothes had been donated by a Girl Scout Troop in
Florida under the leadership of Mrs Kenneth E Coburn, the wife of our

Maintenance Officer.
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Regori of temmage snd mileage fer .Unit Higtery during the peried of
1 January 1969 threugh 31 December 1969: -

Jemary 3519 27,758
February 2095 . 13,685
Meroh 3525 e
April 22 | 27,900
May - 637 | 12,500
June 1827 | 33,432
July 1812 3,253
bgust S 1814 39,796
September . 1990 48,300
Octeber . 3531 18,387
Nevenber 2,68 : 49,563

Pecember 4663 16,768



515TH TRANSPORTATION COVMPANY (LIGHT TRUCK)
Fort Benning, Ceorpia 31905

26 December 1963

Tait History-Fiscal Year '63

A, MISSION:

l. TOE: The TOE mission of this unit is to provide for move-
ment of genera 1 carge and pnersonnel by motor transnort, -

2+ Current Post Mission: The current mission is to suonort
USAIC and USATS with high priority on sunport for Ranger Camps. The
second mission is to maintain constant STRAC/STRAF readiness.

B. ORGANIZATION:  Company commanders for FY £3 were:

Cant, Billy L. Story to 17 Jul é2
Cant, Newton J. Beaver, Jr. 17 Jul to 19 Oct 62
Cant. Lawrence W, Stauflfer 19 Oct to 5 Jan €3
Cant. James L. Mapgness 5 Jan to

———

D, TIMPORTANT EVENTS:

1. At the berinning of FY 63 the 515th Trans Co was a recent
add1t10n to the orowing list of STRAC orpanizations. At this time the
unit was swmortine the Infantry School including Ranper Camns at Eglin
AFB, Florida and Darlonepa, Georsia,

?. 0On 30 Sent one nlatoon, under the command of Lt David E.
Wolter, moved out to Columbus, Mississimni for the integration crisis.
at "0le Miss": They returned on 9 Oct and resumed Ranger Camn sunport.

3. The entire commany moved to Florida on 25 Oct to suvrort
the sounthern Florida build-un for the Cuban Orisis. They supported in
three different areas utilizing one nlatoon in each nlace. The company
returned to home station on 7 Dec to resume Infantry School sumport,

i, The unit was alerted on 12 May &3 for an integration crisis
in Alabama. One nlatoon was sent to Fort McClellan and the remainder
was kent on standby in the 2nd Infantry Division area at Fort Benning,
This terminated 1 Jun 63 and the commany resumed its normal mission but
still remained on standby basis due to continued unrest in Alabama,

JUH G-
QGUn )23
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523D TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (LIGHT TRUCK)
APO . 96238 |

21 July 1967

SUBJECT: Unit History for the Period 1 June f$66 through 31 December 1966

The 523d Transportation Company (Light Truck) was reactivated 18 May 1966
at Fort Campbell, Kentucky by Third USA General Order 156 and later amended by
Third USA General Order 195, The unit had been inactive since 19 Feb 62,

Upon activation of the unit, the personnel present at Fort Campbell, Ky.
were attached to the 24 Bn, 319th Artillery (Airborne) pending arrival of their
higher headouarters, the 500th Trans Gp (MT) which was activated 1 June 1966,
During the period 18 May -~ 1 June 1966, the unit began receiving personnel and
by 1 June 1966, there were two officers and 93 EM present for duty.

The Unit was assigned a D-l status and commenced on a concentrated program
of training and obtaining supplies., The unit training period commenced on
14 Jun 66 and was programmed for seven weeks, Training was conducted six days
per Week for the seven week period and recuired maximum effort by all personnel
in meeting a complieated schedule of POM training, specialized training for RVN,
and the normal training required by the ATP 55 series, A portion of the training
was conducted by members of the 10lst Airborne Division who had recently returned
from RVN and this training proved to be most interesting and useful,

‘The unit also received TOE ecuipment during this period and the normal
Bardware needed to equip s company flooded the organization. Rifles, desks, tools,
TA 50901, trailers, and other eocuipment flowed through the unit supply all during
the months of June, July, August and into September, The most important piece
of ecuipment the unit required, however, was not available -~ 5 ton cargo trucks,
Finally in late August, the members of the company made two trips to South Bend,
Indiana, drew the task vehicles off the assembly line, and drove them to the rail
gites at Fort Campbell, Kentucky., “This was accomplished without aceident or
1ncident and speaks highly of the unit's personnel, most of whom had not driven
3 5 ton vehicle more than fifteen or twenty miles,

The unit then split its personnel, 50% departing for POM leave and the
remaining 50% beginning the back breaking task of packing and loading unit equip-
ment. This involved detailed loading diagrams, listing of eontents, strapping,
banding and marking of conex containers and container inserts, The task was
completed on-schedule snd when the unit began outloading on 1 Sep 66, the personnel
returning from leave picked up the task while the "packing" crew went on a well
deserved 15 day leave,

The 523d Trans Co (It Trk) then slowed its pece and began cleaning up last
minute details prior to the departure of the main body. The men of the unit
departed Fort Campbell, Kentucky by aircraft on 27 Sep 66 and arrived at Oakland,
California the same day. They were then loaded aboard the USNS General William
Weigel for the 26 day trip to "ui Nhon, Republic of South Vietnam, The initial
stage of the voyage was complicated by the usual cages of "seasickness" however,
spirits improved after three or four days when the men finally beeame used to the



Unit History for the Period 1 June 196F through 31 December 1966 (cont) 21 Jul 67

rock and roll of the ship, The USNS Weaigel stopped enroute at Okinawa, Vung Tao,
Gam Rahn Bay and Ving Ro Bay before dropping anchor at Mui Nhon on 23 Oct 66,

The company disembarked and was moved by bus to a piece of bare real estate
in the Cha Rang Valley where it found the S4th Transportation Battalion (Truck),
their new parent unit. The task then began of erecting and building a contonment
area that was to be a new home, The unit spent seven days in a concentrated
affort to build flooring in tents, a latrine facility, mess hall, shower house
and other necessary structures for the company. The OJT carpenters and plumbers
managed to put together the start of a unit area before the arrival of the unit's
aouipment,

On 3 Nov 66, the ship carrying the unit vehicles arrived in Cui Nhon and
heean discharging its’ lodad, Vehicles were immediately removed from the beach
and brought to the unit for servicing and made ready for the road. The unit began
aperation on 6 Nov 66 and was operating at full capacity one week later. The
gommittments came heavy in an attempt to relieve the burden on the one other
Transportation Battalion and cargo was moved over OL Route 19 and OL Route 1 to
the 1lst Cavalry Division at An Khe, the Ath Infantry Division and to the 25th
Infantry Division at Pleiku, Operation Thayer II commenced aleng with the monsoon
season and the 523d Trans Co (Lt Trk) soon found themselves hauling cargo to
Phu Cat and Bong Son north on OL Route 1, The pace set was demanding and the
driver found that an 18 hour turn around trip to Pleilu was an exhausting
experience. The roads were deteriorated, due to lack of repair and nearly all
bridges were destroyed and spanned by "Bailey" bridging. OL Route 1 north was
extremely trecherous and difficult and frequently washed out by the monsoon rains,
(ne platoon of the unit remained stranded in Bong Son for 15 days with a Combat
Bhegineer Company due to washed out bridges on OL Route 1, From the period 5 Nov
66 to 31 Dec 66, the 523d Trans Co (It Trk) hauled 6,839 tons of cargo over
256,000 miles supvorting the combat elements in the Republice of South Vietnam,

gy

PAUL A. GIESE
CcpT, TC
Commanding
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1, INTRODUCTION

On 31 December 1967, the 523rd Transpertatien Cempany (Lt Trk)
completed its first full year in Vietnsm. During that year it centimed te
furnish transpertatien support as part ef the 8th Transpertation Greup
(Meter Transpert), te the Qui Nhen Suppert Cemmand.

2. MISSION AND RESOURCES

a. Mission - Like all light truck cempanies, by 55«17F TO&E, the
missien of the 523rd Transpertatien Cempany (Lt Trk) is te provide transper-
tation feor the mevement of general carge and persennel by meter transpert.
Specifically, this cempany's missien was the line-hanl mevements ef supplies
and persennel frem the Qui Nhen area te the tewns ef Ankhe, Pleiku, Kentum,
Dak Te, Phu Cat, Beng Sen, Duc Phe and Sen Cau and varieus lecatiens in the
vicinity ef these tewns.

be. OCapabilities - The 523rd Transpertati en Cempany fails te cenform
te the 55-17F TO&E regarding its capability. The fisgure of 5L0 shert tons ef
carge as a daily capability should be divided by twe. The reasens fer this
are the lack ef geed reads and the distance te eur destinatiens. For example,
Pleiku our main cenvey destination is 93 miles away. The road between eur
compeund and Pleiku is epen approximately 13 heurs daily. The quality eof
the read presents a ene-way travel time of between U5 and 5 hours. This
leaves 3 to 4 heurs te cemplete a turn-areund which includes traveling
frem the assembly area to the unloading sites and vice versa, and the actual
unloading. Therefere only one trip can bes made daily. In additien; it
should be neted that en the average me-third of the cenvey failed te make the
daily turn-areund at Pleiku during 1967. Slow unleading was the main cause.
These vehicles returned the following day. The intreduction of I’z ten
trailers tended te increase eur hauling capability semewhat, but presented
a preblem in leading and in turn~around at the unleading sites.

¢. Organigzatien and Utilization of Resocurces = Conveys were
necessary frem our cempeund te all ef eur destinations. Independent cempany
conveys were net used. Instead the various companies of the battalien pecled
their task vehicles. The daily cenveys accerdingly were battalien cenveys.
The individual cempanies were assigned 1o previde the necessary ceéntrol and
maintenance persennel and vehicles. Feor a diagram of the organizatien ef °
the 523rd Transpertatien Cempany see Adnnex "BY,

d» Persemel

(1) Commanding Officer - Frem the peried ef 1 January 1967 te
20 September 1967, Captain Paul A, Giese was the cempany cemmander. Captain
Giese rotated en 23 September 1967, at which time Captain Charles W, Bevard
assumed cemmand., He perfermed as cempany cemmander threugheut the
remnainder of the year.
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(2) Plateon leaders = The fellewing officers were assigned
as platoon leaders during the year: .

1/LT Dennis W, Bosworth
1/LT William R. Turner
1/1T David J. Spearly
2/LT Reger E. Hester

1/17 Willard X. Vanderbeck
1/LT Masen Johusen

1/LT Otis L. Hubbard

1/IT David L. Majors

Rotatien and reassigmnent accounts for the lengthy list.

1-1



(3) Maintenance Officer - From the period 1 Janumary 1967 to
22 September 1967, CWOlL Andrew L. Cole was assigned as Maintenance Officer
of the company. WOl Michael L. Dilbeck served as Ma:mtenance Officer from
22 ‘September 1967 through the end of 1967,

(L) First Sergeant - Billie Kelley, 15G E8, was the company
first sergeant from 1 January 1967 until 20 October 1967, when SFC ET7
Ronald K. Lloyd took over the 1SG's duties. Beryl W. Harvey, 1SG ES,
performed the duties of 1SG from 7 December 1967 through the end of the year.

(5) Truckmaster - SSG E6 Melvin Clermons directed operations
as truckmaster from 1 Jamuary 1967 to 23 June 1967. SFC Ronald K. Lloyd was
assigned this duty from 24 June 1967 to 19 October 1967. From 20 October 1967
to the end of the year, SSG E6 Ewald T:.mpa performed the duties of truck-
master,

(6) Platoon Sergeants - During the year of 1967 the following
sergeants served as platoon sergeants in the 523rd Transpoifsation Compamys

SGT E5 Lewis, Robert Jr
SSG E6 Freezon, Blazor -
SSG E6 Ogburn, Carl

SSG E6 Witherspoon, George
855G E6 Hicks, William

SSG E6 Clemmons, Melvin
838G E6 Taylor, George

e. TVehicles - The following is a listing of this company's vehicless

NUMBER TYPE CLASS
59 5 ton, truck cergo M5LE2 Task
L 2% ton, truck cargo M35A2 Convoy Escort

(Modified to include armor
plating and gun mounts)

2 % ton, truck utility M15141 Convoy Escort
(modified for gun mount)

1 % ton, truck utility M151410 Convoy Escort
{modified for gun mount)

1 5 ton, truck cargo M5LA2 Majintenance Truck

2 % ton, truck wtility MIS1AL Administrative

6 2 ton, truck cargo M35A2 Administrative

1 5 ton, truck, wrecker MbL3A2 Administrative

2



f. PFacilities = The 523rd Transportation Company is located in
Cha Rang Valley as a part of the Shth Transportation Battalion compound.
The company motor pool is located in the southeast corner of the compound,
The billets, orderly room, mess hall and supply room were all situated in
the south central section of the compound., The company billeted its men in
tents during 1967. However, in the latter part of November the Slith
Iransportation Battalion began emphasizing its area dewvelopment plan and the
523rd supplied personnel to work on the battalion repair and utilities section.
By the end of 1967, the 523rd was actively engaged in the construction of
the first of its new permanent type wooden troop billets.

3. OPERATICNS AND TRAINING

a. Training Exercises - The only training exercise that the 523rd
Transportation Company participated in during the year of 1967, was a gas
chamber exercise conducted by the 5lith Transportation Battalion in mid-
December., .
b. Mandatory Subject Training - Daily fram 1800 to 1900 hours
motor stables was held by the 523rd in its motor pool. In addition daily
classes were conducted by the officers and senior NCO's of the 523rd
in conjection with the battalion training schedule. The subjects covered
for example were military justice, code of conduct, safety, civic action,
and first aid.

c. Combat Service Support Operations - During 1967 the 523rd
supported the Lth Division, the 25th Division, the lst Cavaelry Division, the
Americal Division, the 173rd Airborne Brigade, and the Tiger and Capital
Divisions of the Republic of Korea Army. Specific operations that were
supported by the 523rd included the followings

Thayer II

Wheeler Wallawa (Americal Div)
Pershing (lst Cav)

Francis Marion (Lth Inf Div)
Mac Arthur ‘ .

The Battle of Dak To

d. Combat Activities ~ The 523rd Transportation Company (Lt Trk)
was involved in three full scale ambushes in the latter part of 1967. These
occurred on 2 September, 2l November, and l December 1967, This company
suffered lj KIA's and 13 men were wounded. The personnel of the ambushed
convoys in their defense killed over 39 of the attackers. For a listing of
awards via these ambushes and other incidents see Annex "A",



e. Marksmanship ~ The 523rd stresses marksmanship. The individual
is helped in all way possible to gain a good sense of marksmanship. The
523rd aided the battalion in the construction of a range on the southeast
edge of the compound. Each Sunday afternoon the range was available for
weapons qualification. In addition the M=-60 machine guns are test fired
daily before going on convoy.

f« Weapons Training - All incoming personnel to the 523rd Trens-
portation Company received a refresher course on the M-l4 rifle., During 1967
this was the company's primary individual weapon. Individuel also receives
famalarization with the M-60 machine gun and the M-79 grenade launcher, the
other weapons of the company.

ge Mission Accamplishments - During the year of 1967, the 523rd
Transportation Company dispatched 16,035 vehicles which traveled 1,955,070
miles, These vehicles consumed 338,676 gallons of fuel and the task wehicles
moved a total of 59,375 tons of cargo.

L« PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES

During June and July 1967, there was a severe rotational hump which
was somewhat remedied by the transferring and shuffling of troops within
8th Transportation Groupe This hampered operations to a certain degree in
that experienced drivers were often replaced with inexperienced drivers. A
slight morale problem was encountered by some troops being transferred with
only a short time left in country.

5e SECURITY ACTIVITIES

a. Compound Security - The 5S4th Transpa tation Battalion provides
its own perimeter security forces. A provisional guard unit was established
for this purpose. The companies of the battalion have been leveed to form
this unit. Throughout 1967, the 523rd provided men for this purpose. In
addition an NCO was also furnished.

be Convoy Security - With the increase of enemy activity in the form
of mining incidents, sniper activity, and ambushes in the Central Highlands
during the fall of 1967, 8th Transportation Group increased its emphasis on
convoy security. Gun trucks were consiructed, ton, cargo trucks were used
for this purpose. These were hardened by sandbags and armor plating. Each
such vehicle had a four man crew consisting of a driver, two machine gunners
and a grenadier. The 523rd had four gun trucks during the latter part of
1967. Their effectiveness in ambushes has heen demonstrated several times,



6s LOGISTICAL ACTIVITIES
a. Logistical Problems - None existed thabt are worthy of note.

b. Supply Activities - The 523rd cperated its own supply room
during 1967. The armorer was housed in the adjoining annex. In addition
to its supply functions, the supply room also acted as the collecting
agency for the Quartermaster and Charity laundries.

¢. Maintenance Activities - During 1967 the maintenance section
of the 523rd was also to have approximately 75% of the company's vehicles
availgble for daily dispatch. This was inspite of a general difficulty in
obtaining parts. The two greatest problems encountered with the M5LA2,
5 ton, cargo truck seemed to be its radiator and batteries., The radiator
problem was relieved somewhat by a modification of the 5 ton gasoline
engine radiater which allowed it to be used with the 5 ton multi-fuel
engine. The shortage of batteries, however, remained a problem throughout
the year.

d. Transportation Activities - See paragraphs 2 and 3 for this
information. .

‘ e. Food Service Activities - In addition to providing food for
the 523rd, the company mess hall also feeds the persomnel of the Shth
Transportation Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment and the

505th Transportation Detachment., Various other units which were briefly attached
to this company during 1967, were also fed by the company mess hall.

T« SPECIAL EVENIS

a. Annual Inspector General Inspection - On 25 April 1967, the
523rd Transportation Compeny received its anmial Inspector General Inspec-
tion. The company received a "Satisfactory" rating.

be Command Maintenance Management .Inspection - On 2 July 1967,
the 523rd Transportation Company received a CMMI from the United States
Army Support Command, Qui Nhon. It was rated as "Satisfactory".
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ANNEX A
HONORS

The fellewing persennel of the 523rd Transperta ien Company were
awarded Purple Heartss

SAS, ROBERT SPL El
GUNTHER, WILLIAM SP4 EL
STEPHENS, WILLIE SPL EL
REYNOLDS, MICHAZL SP5 E5
QUICK, PEIE A. SP5 E5
SANDERS, ROY A. SP4 EL
BALL, GIPSEY SPL EL
METCALF, CHAKLES SPhL EL
HENSINGER, ARTHUR SPL EL
FRASER, RAYMOND SP5 E5
GENOVERSA, ROBERT PVT E2
STEVENSON, JERRY. SPL El

The fellewing persemnel eof the 523rd Transpertation Cempany were
awarded Army Cemmendation Medals

COLE, ANDREW CWO
CLEMMONS, MELVIN J SSG
JORDAN, JAMES W. SFC
MJRDEN, HERCULES SSG

The following peré@nnel e the 523rd Transpertation Cempany were
awarded the Brenze Star fer Meriterious service:

GIESE, PAUL 4 CPT
BOSWORTH, DENNIS W 1/LT
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1. INTRODUCTION

On 31 Jecember 1968, the 523rd Transportation Company (It Trk) compleated
its second full year in Vietnam. During that year it continued to furnish trans-
ortation support as part of the &th Transportation Group (Motor Transport),
to the Qui Nhon Support Comnand.

2., MISSION AND RESOURCES

a. ilission - Like all light truck companies, by TO&E 55-17F, the mission
of the 523rd Transportation Company is to provide Transportation for the movement
of general cargo and personnel by motor transport. Specifically, this company's
mission was the line-haul movements of supplies and personnel from the Qui Nhon
area to the terminals at An Khe, Pleiku, Kontum, Dak To, Phu Cat, Bong Song,

Duc Pho, Song Cau, and Tuy Hoa and various locations in the vicinity of these
towns.

b. Capabilities - The 523rd Transportation Company fails to conform to
the 55-17F TO&E regarding its capability. The figure of 540 short tone of cargo
as a daily capability should be divided by two. The reasons for this are the
lack of good roads and the distances to our destinations. For example, Pleiku
our main convoy destination is 93 miles away. The road between our compound
and Pleiku is open approximately 12 hours daily. The quality of the road presents
a one-way travel time of between /¥ and 5 hours. This leaves 2 to 3 hours to
complete a turn around which includes traveling from the asseubly area to the
unloading sites and vice versa and the actual unloading. Therefore only one
trip can be made daily., In addition, it should be noted that on the average
one~third of the convoy failed to make the daily turn-sround at Pleiku in 1968,
Slow unloading was the main cause. These vehicles meturned the next day.

e¢. Organization and Utililization of Resources « Convoys were necessarily
from our corpound to all of destinations. Independant company convoys were nob
used. Instead the various companies of the battalion pooled their task vehicles.
The daily convoys were accordingly weve battali n convoys. The invividuals
companies were ascigned to provide the necessary control and maintenance personnel
and vehicles for a diagram of the organiza ion of the 523rd Transportation
Company see Annex "B",

d. Personnel

(1) Comnanding Officer - From the period of 1 January 1968 to 15
January 1968, Captain Charles W. Bevard was the Company Comiander. Captain
Harris R. Wheeler then assumed comiand for three days at which time 1LT David
J. Spearly held the comnand until 27 Janvary. On 27 January 1LT David Palm
assumed comnand. 1LT Palm was company commander until ‘21 February when Captain
Wheecler again toock comnond. 1LT devid J. Srearly took command of the company
on 19 June 1968 and remained until 2L1 Rogger E. Hester took command on 28
June 1968, .
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Coptain theller tool commund for the hi 'fd tine on 30 :JUNL, 19068 and romained
until 5 Sentenber 1969 when 1LY Jdusrd 1T Pool toolr co i “de On & Sentedbor
1663 ILT Pool denartad on IER and in }.‘.:z.s absonce 1LY i.ﬁ,u kson took comn and
il 17 Septerber 1965 when ILT Yool  returned - 119 Pocl then renalined in
comand until the end of the roar.

(2) Tatorn Leaders - The following O0fficors vore assigned as nlatoen
leaders duoring the yonr:

ILT Farwds T, Johnson ITT
T

L2 Bavid R, Sncarly
ILT Rodgor I legter
LT Ste nlwm 3 Voov'h iog
1LT David I Palm

e “‘rod'*z*:} clr Poreival
ILT Villdo~ Jaclkson
LT JohnoTanckson

ILT "M11dam ool

Rotoetion and reassipmment asccounts Tor tho longlhy 1list,



(3) Maintenance Officer - From the period 1 January 1968 to 18 September
1968 601 Michael Dilbeck was assigned as Maintenance Officer of the Company.,
CW2 Dongld W. Widmsn served as Maintensnce Officer from 23 September 1968 te
the end of 1968.

(4) First Sergesnt - Boryl W, Harvey, 1SG E8, performed the duties of
18G from 1 January 1968 to 7 June 1968 when he was promoted and transferred to
HHD 27th Trans Bn, 15G E8 George S. Marghall was assigned as 1S8G from 29
June 1968 to 18 Oct 1968 when 1SG E8 Elwood Johnsen took over and served until
the end of the year.

(5) Truckmaster - SSG E6 Ewald Timpa directed operations as truckmaster
from 1 Jan 1968 to 16 May 1968 when SFC E7 Jose Romero took over., SFC E7
Edwin Fuller was Truckmaster from 12 September to the end of the year.

(6) Platoon Sergeants — During the year 1967 the following Sergeants
served as platoon sergeants in the 523rd Trensportation Companys:

SSG Eé Freegzon, Balzer R.
585G E6 Drewniak, Waldomar A.
SFC E7 Walls, Fdward G.
SGT ES Lynch, James R,
8SG E6 Davis, William C
SSG E6 Sanford, Willie J.
885G E6 Ware, Oscar

SSG E6 Rogers, Jemes A
856G E6 Rogers, Joseph W,
SSG Eé6 Ogburn, Carl D,
SFC E7 Romero, Jose

e. Vehicles - The follwwing is & listing of the companies vehicles:

NUMBER ~ IYPE CLASS
55 5 Ton, Truck Cargo M5442 Task
5 5 Ton, Truck Carge M54A2 Conveoy Escort
6 2% Ton, Truck Cargo M3542 Administration
3 4 Ton, Truck Utility M151A1L Convoy Escort
2 4+ Ton, Truck Utility M1514L Administration
1 5 Ton, Truck, Wrecker M54342 Adminisgtration



f. Facilities - The 523rd Transportation Company is located in Cha
Rang V,1ley as a part of the 5/th Transportation Battalion compound. The
company motor pool is located in the southeast corner of the ccmpound. The
billets, orderly room, mess hall and supply room are all located in the south
central section of the compound. During the first part of 1968 the men were
involved in the construetion and occupation of permanent wooden billets. By
the end of lay the troops were all in wooden billets and by the end of December
the "Winged Wheel Club' 4 sonsolidated EM-NCO club had been constructed.

3. OPERATIONS AND TRAINING

a. Training Bxcercises - The only training excercise that the 523rd
Transportation Company participated in during the year 1968, was a gas chamber
excercise conducted b the 54th Transportation Battalion in lid-December.

b, Wandatory Subject Training - Daily from 1630 to 1800 hours wotor
stables was held by the 523rd In ite motor pool. In addition daily classes
were conducted by the Officers and Senior NCO'S of the 523rd in conjection
with the battalion training schedule.

ce Combat Service Support Operations - During 1968 the 523rd supported
the 4th Division, the 25th Division, the 1st Cavarly Division, The Arerical
Dewision, the 173rd Airborne Brigade, the Tiger, Capital, and White Horse
Divisions of the Republic of Korea Army,

d. Combat Actiyities - The %23rd Transporitation Company (Lt Trk)
was involved in twelve ambushes in 1962. The ambushes occured on the following
dates: 15, 25, 30 January, 7 February, 4, 8 March, 5, 12, 21 iay, 5 June, 14
dugust, and 13 November. The personnel of the a:bushed convoys in their refense
killed over 12 of the attackers by body count not counting the results of slx
ambushed whose results are unkoown.

e, Marksmaﬁship -~ The 523rd $tres. es marksmanship. The individual
is helped in all ways possible to gain a good aense of markshanship. All
nachine guns are test fired daily before going on convoy.

f. Weapons Training - All ineoning personnel to the 523rd Transportation
Company receive a refresher course on the M-16 riflw. During 1968 this was
the company's primery weapon, Individuals also receives familiarization with
the M-60 machine gun and M-=79 grenade launcher, the other weavons of the
company .

g. Mission Accomplishmnents = During the year 1968 the 523rd Trans
Company dispatched 19,265 vehicles which traveled 1,898,423 niles. These
vehicles consumed 337,576 gallons of fuel and moved a total of 52,078 tons
of cargo.



4. FPERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES

During June 1968, there was a severe rotational hump which was somewhat
remedied by the transferring and shuffling of troops within ith Transportgqtion
Group. This hampered operations to a certain degree in that experienced drivers
wvere often repladed with inexpenienced drivers. A morale problem was
encountered by some troops being transferred with enly a short time left in
country. At the latter part of November and early December saw an extreme
shortage of personnel.

5. OSECURITY ACTIVITIES

a. Compound Secuity - The 54th Transportztion Battalion provides its
own perimeter security forces. A provisional guard unit was established for
the purpose the compagnies of the ballelion have been leveed to form this unit,
Throughout 1968, the 523rd provided men for this purpose. In addition an NCO
was also furnished,

b. Convoy Security - With the number and seriousness of the enemy
activity in the Central Highlands, especially aleng @L 19 the 523rd consgtructed
and maintained 5 gun trucks for convey security. These trucks were hardened
by sandbags and armor plating. Each such vehicle had a four men crew congisting
of &l driver, two machine gunners, end e grandier. The emense firepower plus
probection for the crew combined with the personal bravery and fighting spirit
of each crew has proved invaluable geversl times,

6. LOGISTICAL ACTIVITIES
a. logistical problems - None existed that worthy of note.

b, Supply activities - During 1968 tke 523rd operated its own supply
room and armorer in adjoining annex. In addition to its supply functioms,
the supply room algo acted ag the collocting agency for the Quartermaster and
Charity laundries.

¢. Maintenance Activities - During 1968 the maintemance section of
the 523rd wes to have approximately 90% of the company's vehicles available for
daily dispatch.

d. Food Service Activities - In addition to providing food for the
523rd the company mess hall also feeds the personnel of the 54th Transportation
Battalion HHD, and the 505th Transportation Debachment.



7. SPECIAL EVENIS

a. A4nnual Inspector General Inspection - On 15 April 1968 the 523rd
Transportation Company rcceived its annual Inspector General Inspection. The
company received a "Satisfactory" rating.

b, Comnand Maintenance Management Inspection - On 15 August 1968,
the 523rd Transportation Company received a CMMI from the United States Army
Support Command, Qui Nhon, It was rated as "Satisfactory",

c. In Becember 1968, the 523rd received a safety certificate Bor
300,000 accidant free miles.
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1., IN?RODUCLION

During the year 1969 the officers and men of the 525rd I'ransportation
Compeny have performed-in an oubtstanding mannexr in service to their country.
‘Phey operate the longest line-hanl cargo operation in the Republic of Vietnam,
over 200 miles round trip from Wui Nhon to Pleiku along Highway #19. I'hese
men are daily subjected to ambushes, mines, snipers, and the treacherous road
conditions of the 4n Khe and Maing Yang Passes. Our continued deployment of
the hardened vehicle concept and the use of armor-plated gun trucks and gun
jeeps has effectively neutralized the success of enemy ambushes against cargo
and persormel., The following is a historical record reflecting the pride and
achievement of the officers and men of the 523rd Pransportation Company for
t he year 19690

2, MISSION

fhe mission of the 523rd [ ransportation Company is to provide for
the movement of general cargo and personnel through motor transport as oub-
lined in TOE 55-17G.

3. BJUIPMEND

The basic vehicle of this unit is the 5 Ton Cargo Lruck. From
January 1969 to September 1969 the basic inventory was sixty (60) M5441
Cargo Trucks. In September 1969 the M5441C replaced the M5441 . The M54A1C
which is equipped with "dropsides" has proven to be more versatile for our
mission and has aided in the reduction of loading delays and dameged cargo
in loading.

4. AREA OF OPERARION

The 523rd I ransportation Company provides line-haul support to the
Qui Nhon Support Command irea, to include the 4th Infantry Division, the
1732d Airborne Brigade, and the Korean ROK Tiger Division. Phis area extends
from Wui lhon; west along Highway #19 approximately 110 miles to Pleiku,
north along Highway #1, 50 miles to Bong Son and south along Highway iF1, 85
miles to Tuy Hoa. BSeparate missions have brought our men to such areas as
Due Pho, Knotoum, Cheo Reo, and Ban Me Tout.

5, CUOMMAND AND SUPERVISION
a. Commanding Cfficérs

To 14’ Jemary 19693 POOL, Bdward M., 05335024, 1L, 4C
To 25 Jyly 1969; MAULDIN, Robert P., 05255399, LI, IC
Po 31 December 1969; McCARIHY, Jogeph I'. 11, 561624924, CPL, 1C

b. Plaboon Leaders

HAMMEL, Williem H., 05250253, 1L, TC
JOHNSON, Harris L., 260667169, 1L, 1O
LOVEALL, Ronald C., 452785744, 1L, 7o
MILLER, Martin L., 309464660, 1L, IC
VIZELLARO, John J., 108367439, 1ILi, 1€
VOORHIES, Stephen, 43664430, 1LL, TC.
WILLS, Roderick M.,( ())34389412, 1L, TC
. 1l .



¢. Maintenance Officers

SPRAGUE, George H., 431649958, WOl
BECKWIFH, Carl E., 200282566, WOl

d. Company First Sergeants

To 29 June 1969; JOHNSON, Elwood, 401345640, 1SG
To 5 September 1969; BRADFORD, James, 438384228, 1SG
To 31 December 1969; KENYON, Francis M., 544329687, SKC

é. BSenior NO's

SHADE, William, 18173567, SHC
DHISON, Bugene, 53089653, SKC
WALIS, Edward, 16201772, SKC

POE, John H. Jr., 255449207, SFC
JCHNSON, Joseph C., 423266053, SKC
FULLER, Edwin L., 54434892, SFC
SPRADLIN, Rodolph, 420282322, SKC
SARRAGA, Angel L., 127229184, SIC
RAMOS, Juan E., 5817004935, SEC

6. MAJOR ACHIEVEMENDS

a. During the period of 1 January 1969 to 31 December 1969, the
523rd Lransportation Company hauled all classes of cargo under the most
difficult conditions. The company transported 28,082 short tons of cargo
868,635 miles. [here were 46 reportable accidents, an average of four (4)
per month., Twice during the year the plateau of 150,000 accident-free
miles was reached. Individual driver achievements are too numerous to
mertion.

b. There has been at least one recorded ambush in every month of
1969. Undoubtedly, the most difficult months were the first three. Major
arbushes occurred onj 15 January, 14 February, 2% PFebruexy, 2 March, 4 March,
5 March, and 24 March 1969. There was one man killed in action in January
and two killed in March. BEnemy activity declined throughout the summer
months but increased again in the last three months with major ambushes ,
taking place on 9 October and 22 October 1969. The comparatively low loss of
life is due to the bravery and heroism of the five gun trucks' crews of the
523rd Transportation Company; #1035 "King Kong", #1l4 "Ace of Spades", #201
"Uncle Meat™, #210 "Eve of Destruction", and #310 "Prue Grit". The records
indicate that the quick reaction of these security. crews was responsible
for saving the lives of our drivers and protecting our carge in each and
every one of the recordable ambushes. The record also indicates that at
no time during the year could the men of the 523rd I ransportation Company
be detered from delivering their cargo as a result of enemy activiby.

(2)



T. AWARDS AND DECORADR IONS
a., Bronze Star with "V" Device

GALIBRO, Steven W., 572743402, SFS5, 14 February 1969
BRANHAM, Vernon L., 463801301, SP4, 24 May 1969
LOVEALL, Ronald C., 452785744, lIE, 24 May 1969

b, Aarmy Commendation Medal with "V i)evice

CALIBRO, Steven W., 572743402, 5P5, 22 January 1969
PULLEY, James E., 455805100, SP4, 22 Jamary 1969
WIML'EN, Jackie W., 54831296, PFC, 22 January 1969
JONES, Thomas R., 411822790, SP4, 18 April 1969

c¢c. Purple Heart

BAILEY, Jerry L., 463745057, SP5, 14 February 1969
BRADSEAY, William E., 499407733, SP5, 14 February 1969
MIN'%Z, Gary G., 398405367, SP4, 14 February 1969
NEWMAN, Bobby, 411621416, PFC, 14 February 1969
SHULER, Lee D., 422667488, PFC, 14 February 1969
LYNCH, Jemes R., 288364549, SGI, 2 March 1969
JOHNSON, T homas G., 504563651, PFC, 4 March 1969
RICHARD, Gaxy T ., 56591258, PV, 5 March 1969

WIL KERS, Gary L., 280445540, SP5, 15 April 1969
FABIANO, Charles L., 086409327, 5P4, 13 July 1969
PAIGE, Robert L., 006444086, SP4, 8 July 1969
MRDUM , Gerald A., 389529544, PFC, 9 October 1969

d. Kjlled In 4ction

KAFP, John Jr., 13835091, PFC, 15 January 1969
SANDFER, Willie, 54036166, S5G, 24 March 1969
WBWMAN, Bobby, 68034325, SP4, 24 March 1969

8. MAJOR PROBLEMS

a. There have been two continuing maintenance problems con-
cerning the M54Al and M54a1C. In general these are with the electrical
system and the fuel line system. The nonavailability of repair parts
hes been evidenced several times during the year.

b. In the area of personnel, a shortage of qualified drivers
in Juyne, July, and hugust hampered operations during those months. Ailso
there has been a general lack of qualified mechanics throughout the entire
yeax.

¢. In the area of safety it has been observed that the tactical-
type tires supplied for all our vehicles are unreliable on & wet, hard
surface. Their traction is reduced by over T5k under those conditions, and
the accident rate is inexcusably affected during the rainy season.

(3)
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3 March 1968

ANNUAL SUPFLEMENT TO THE UNIT HISTORY
561ST TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (TS)
APO 96384

Prepared by
ROBERT D, DONAIL

5 2LT TC

. DE VITTO, GPT TG



For the 561st Transportation Company (Terminal Service), 1967 was a
year of considerable change both where it worked at its site just north of
the city of Saigon at U.S., Amy Terminal in Newport, and where it was sta-
tioﬁed on Long Binh Post, Even though the company experienced threér
changes of command; first, when CPT Jewell succeeded GPT Haines in March,
then when CPT Hendrix took over in August, and finally in NOVembef when
CPT DeVitto assumed command, still the unit as a whole remained closely
knit and accomplished many significant projects and goals, as well as
carrying out its basic mission.

The beginning of 1967 saw the company, along with the rest of the
Battalion, bivouacked in the mud of Camp Camelot in tents, With less than
three months in country there was much to be done. The end of the year -
made it obvious that a great deal had been done, The tents were gone and
there were concrete floors to support the latest in military housing, the
Adams Hut. This aluminum structure, while not the most luxurious, was
‘certainly a vast improvement over the tent. It was now possible to kee§
reasonably dry and clean. A semi-permanent shower facility had been in-
stalled earlier, but the addition of a hot water capability toward the end
of the year greatly increased its effectiveness as well as its comfort.

Again in the latter part of the year, under new Battalion adminis-
tration, the company was assigﬁed and completed several speclial projects.
The most popular of these was the Battalion Theater which can accommodate
several hundred people, and with both a stage and screen it can be used for

almost any kind of entertainment. Movies have been shown about five times



s week and live shows have been frequent. With a full roof, the theater
should be a blessing even during the monsoons.

Another of the company projects was the construection of playground
equipment for the children of a local orphanage. This was done with en-
thusiasm and was well received by the orphanage.

Probably the most noticeable aspect of change during the year was
the worksite itself on the Saigon River. In 1967 the worksite was trans-
formed from a stream operation to a full-fledged port roperation. Although
the Newport Army Terminal is capable of handling several types of vessels,
the 561st worked only deep-draft ships, Our first pier site was Deep
Draft #2, the first to be completed., After some moving around among the
several deep draft sites, the company finally resettled on DD #2. Always
enthusiastic and hard~working when it came to the company's mission of
discharging cargo, the stevedores of the 561st always stood out when meas-
ured by the quantity of tonnage handled. The men earned the nickname of
1Ponnage Tigers® and are proud of it., They were récognized several times
by the monthly "Outstanding Company of the Battalion" award which was pre-
sented to the company showing the best performsnce in all areas.

The quality and the spirit of the company was most obvious during
. the months of September and October when the company had to work under the
hardship ofr being grievously understrengthed. At one point in October, we
were down to 35% strength due to normal rotations and few replacements.
This situation was only temporary, but in the meantime it was hard work
for eighteen men to discharge five hatches simulﬁane’qus]y. But this they
did, and they did it well,



N

Toward the end of the year, Deep Draft #2 was designated as an
exclusively backload site, where retrograde cargo would be loaded aboard
empty ships. In practice, we were not kept busy at all times with back-
loading, but did do some discharging as well., We were, however, respon-
sibile for a large percentage of the backload operation at the Newport
Terminal.

Thus, the exact status of our mission for the year of 1968 is not
as well-defined as it might be, but considering what we were called upon
to do in 1967 and the way in which we did it, there is no doubt that

whatever we are asgssigned to do, we will do in a superior manner.

JOHN C. DFE VITTO
CPT, TC
Commanding
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561ST TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (TS)
APO 96269



For the 56lst Transportation Company (TS), 1967 was 3 yeai of con-
siderable change both where it worked at its site just north of the city
of Saigon, and where it was stationed on long Binh Pest, aboubt fifteén
(15) miles to the northeast. Even though the company experienced three
(3) changes of command; first, when Captain Jewell succeeded Captain
Haines in March, then when Captain Hendrix took over in August, and fi-
nally in November when Ceptain De Vitto assumed command. Still , the wit
as a whole, remained closely knit and accomplished many significant pro-
jects and goals, as well as carrying out its basic mission,

The beginning of the 1967 saw the company, along with the rest of the
Battalion, bivouacked in the mud of Camp Camelot, still in tents. With
less than three (3) months in country, there was much to be done, and it
wag obvious, by the end of the year, that a great deal had been done.

The tents were gone and there were concrete floors to support the latest
in military housing, the Adams Hut. The aluminum structure, while not
the most luxurious, was certainly a vast improvement over the tent. It
was now possible to keep reasonably dry and clean. A semi-permanent |
shower facility had been installed early, but the addition of a hot water
capability toward the end of the year grestly increased its effectiveness
as well as its comfort.

Again in the latter part of the year, under a new Battalion adminis-

tration, the company was assigned and completed several special projects.



The most popular of these was the Battalion Theater which can accommodate
several hundred people, and, with both a stage and a screen, can be used
for almost any kind of entertainment. Mvies have been shown about five
(5) times a week, and live shows have been frequent. With a full roof,
the Theater should be a blessing even during the monsoons,

Another of the company projects was the construction of a set of
playground equipment for the use of & local orphanage. This was done with
enthusiasm and was well received.

Probably the most noticesble aspect of change during the year was the
worksite itself on the Saigon River., This transformed itself in 1967 from
a stream operation to a full-fledged port operation. Although the Newport
Army Terminal is capable of handling several types of vessels, the 56lst
worked only deep-draft ships. Our first pler site was Deep Draft #2, the
first to be completed. After some moving around among ﬁhe séveral deep
draft sites, ihe company finally resettled on DD #2. Always ant;_husiastic
and hard-working when it came to the company's 'miésion of discharging cargo,
the stevedores of the 56lst always stood out ‘when measured by the quanity
| of tonngge handled. They were recognized for this several times by the
monthly "Outstanding Company of the Battalion® awsrd which was presented
to the company showing the best performances.’ Cur nickname of "Tonnage
Tigers"™ was earned and we are proud of it,

The quality and the spirit of the company was most obvious during
the months of September and October when it had to work imder the hard-

ship of being grievously understrengthed. At one point in October, we



were down to 35% strength due to normal rotations and limited replacements.
This situation was only temporary, but, in the meantime, it was hard work
for eighteen (18) msn to discharge five hatches simultaneously, But this
they did and did well,

Toward the end of the year, Desp Draft #2 was designated as an ex-
clusively backload site, where retrograde cargo would be loaded aboard empty
shipse In practice, we were not kept busy at all times with backloading, and
did do some discharging as well. We were, however, responsible for a large
percentage of the backload operation for the Newport Army Terminal,

Thus, the exact status of our mission for the year 1968 ‘is not as
well-defined as it might be, but, cbnsidering what we were called upon to
do in 1967, and the way in which we did it, there is no doubt that whatever

we are assigned to do, we will do in a superior manner.



AVCA DNG 561 TC (27 Apr 68) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Delinquent Annual Unit Histories

COMMANDING OFFICER, 561ST TRANSPORTATTION COMPANY (TERMINAL SERVICE), APO
San Francisco 96269, 7 May 1968

THRU: Commanding Officer, 159th Transportation Battalion (Terminal)k, APO '
San Francisco 96269 ‘ 7 j

TO: Commanding General, USASUFCOM, DNG (PROV), APO San Franciseco 96337

In compliance with lst Indorsement, subject as above s dated 3 May 1968 from
your headquarters, the necessary copies 9;;”1': e Unjt History are furnished,

Ny e

Captain, TC
Commanding
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ANNUAL SUPPLEMENT TO UNIT HISTORY
562D TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (STAGING AREA)
1 JANUARY 1965 TO 31 DECEMBER 1965



The major event of the year 1965 for the 562nd Transportation Company
(Staging Area) was a Permanent Change of Station with an overseas deployment
from Fort Campbell, Kentucky te Okinawa during late Nevember and early
December.,

For the most part company duties during 1965 censisted of usual
organizational and mission type cemmitments. In January and February
the 562d Transpertation Company provided mess suppert for the 2d Region,
U.sSe Army Air Defense Command Annual Small Arms Tournament cenducted at
Fort Campbell., Recognition of the excellent quality ef this support was
made in a letter of commendation frem Major General James R. Winn, Commanding
General, 2d Region, ARADCOM. Indorsements were made threugh the chain of
command by Lieutenant General C.W.G. Rich, Commanding General, Thire U,S.
Army, Major General B,E. Powell, Commanding General, 10lst Airborne
Division and Fort Campbell and Lieutenant Celonel Charles H. Whitledge,
Commanding Officer, 7th Transportation Battalion, Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

From March threugh May the company provided mess and billets for
participants in the 1965 Army Boxing Trials held at Fort Campbell, Again
the unit won praise for the excellence of its suppert. Majer Genersl
J.C. Lambert, the Adjutant General, U.S. Army, cited the outstanding
individual efforts of SFC Henry Smith and SSgt William F. Scanlen, both of
the 562d Transportation Company.

On 22 July 1965 under the provisions of General Order Number 20l,
Headquarters, LOlst Airborne Division and Fort Campbell, the 562d Transport-
ation Company was relieved from its attachment to the 7th Transportatien
Battalion (Truck) and attached te Headquarters, Special Treops at Fort

Campbell.



In early September the unit was relieved from its attachment to Special
Troops and reattached to the 7th Transportation Battalion. (Orders on this
reattachment to the 7th Transportation Battalion are not availabla),

In September the company was alerted for a Permanent Change of Station
for overseas deployment te Okinawa. After twe months of preparatioen the
unit departed Fort Campbell and CONUS on 29 November. The company moved
from CONUS aboard the USNS General John Pope arriving in Okinawa on 1l
December.,

Upen its arrival en Okinawa the 562d Transportation Company was
assigned to Headguarters, Fort Buckner effective 1), December 1965 under
General Orders Number 280, Headquarters U,S. Army Ryukyu Islands. PFurther
assignment of the unit was ﬁade effective 1l December 1965 to Headquarters,
Special Troeps, Fort Buckner with Special Instructiens that the unit weuld
be attached to the 6ffice of the S-3, Fort Buckner for staff supervision
and operational centrel. This further assignment was under General Order
Number 27, Headquarters Fort Buckner dated 17 December 1965,

During the entire year 1965 the 562d Transportation Cempany (Staging
Area) was under the commané of Captain Robert C. Morrisen, Transportation
Corps. A

THE END
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ANNUAL HISTORICAL SUMMARY

( RCS  CSHIS-6 (R-2) )
562D TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (STAGING ARTEA )

1 January 1966 to 31 December 1966

Approveds

RONALD R. BLADES
1L7, TC
Commanding







UNIT HISTORY

562D TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (STAGING ARKA)

The beginning of this period found the 562d Transportation Company
(Staging Area), a newcomer on Okinawa having arrived on 1L December 1965,
The unit at this time was abtached to the S-3 of Fort Buckner and located
in the Naha Wheel area. Commanded by Captain Robert C., Morrison, the
unit provided support for Special Troops and Fort Buckner.

The unit had its first chaance to carry oub its TO&E mission in Feb-
ruary, March, and April of 1966 by supporting elements of the 25th In~
fantry Division. The unit provided field billeting, mess and POL for the
25th Infantry. For this effort, the unit, each individual officer and
several key noncommissioned officers received letters of appreciation.

During the month of April 1966 the 562d Transportation Company (Sta-
cing Area), provided field messing for the 169th Engineers Babtalion.

For the unit's outstanding efforts in supporting the 169th Engineers
Battalion, the unit received a letter of commendation from the Command-
ing Officer of the Babtalion.

On 19 April 1966, Harry BE. Mullis, Captain, Armor, took command of
the 56248 Transportation Company in a ceremony at Naha wheel.

On 1 July 1966, the unit moved from Building LO8 in the Naha Wheel
area to Building 496 in the Sukiran area., The company henceforth has
provided billeting and messing facilities for the 2lst Base Post Office
and the 6th Data Processing Unit.

During the latter part of 1966, special emphasis has been placed



on the mainbenance of equipment. Also, unit personnel have distin-
guished thewselves while on Speclal Detail to higher headquarters.
Several officers and enlisted men have received letters of appreci-

ation while on opecial Detail.
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 Amvae B {Personnel Styengths smd ﬁw&mm} :
2. Persomnel steangths for 1967 are depleted in the dhart helows
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innex E (Unit Chronologieal Summary of Historical Events)

1. PFor the first few days of the new year the unit concentrated on
.meeting its commitments for line haul operations, On 16 January the
unit received a new commander, Captain Gordon W, Mabie. The former
commander, Captain James C, O'Connell, became CC of the 'IF and Held
Baggage Center in An khe, The next day, 17 January, was a memorable
day for the men of the 563d. On this date, fifty-one personnel were
promoted to the grade of Specialist 4. Soon thereafter our mission
was changed to that of Port Clearance. The new shuttle mission was
handled on a 24 hour-a-day basis. The unit assumed the responsibility
of pulling all loaded trailers from the Port and Depot locations to
the Trailer Transfer Point. Also, the unit had the responsibility to
spot all empty trailers returning from Pleiku and An Khe at these
various locations for loading., On several occasicns the company received
an sdditional commitment to operate an around the clock shuttle to the
new Phu Cat Air Force Base twenty miles north of Jul Nhon, Members of
the unit found this to be an enjoyable task, Cement was the primary
cargo carried on the Phu Cat shuttle., An efficient short haul was
achieved by off-lcading directly from the ship onto the trailers, As
soon as the trailer was loaded, the truck departed for Phu Cat, Within
ten minutes after arrival at Phu Cat, the truck was off-loaded and on
its way back to the Port for ancther load.

2. During early © ebruary 1SG E8, Frank Seelig, became the unit's new
First Sergeant. 15G Seelig wae the first E8 assigned to the unit since
departure from the States., On 14 February SP§ Dale B, Jones, first cook,
was promoted to SSG E6 and took over the duties of Mess Steward for the
§12th Transportation Company. As the first quarter of 1967 rolled on,

the unit was primarily interested in improving its efficlency in carrying
out the port clearance mission, Despite heavy monsoons and steady deter-
joration of the road conditions, the 5634 steadily increased its miles
driven and tons moved, On 20 March the unit lost the services of 2LT
William L, Eichenberg due to a shortage of Lieutenants in other units
within 8th Group. S35G E6 George W, Alexander joined the unit as Aesistant
Truckmaster on 2, March, As the first quarter of 1967 drew to a close, the
weather and road conditions began to improve greatly. UYith the operations
becomming more systematic with the passage of time, the unit began preparaticns
for its first annual General Inspection scheduled for 17 April,
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3. On 6 April, ZUT David M, Connolly vas promsted ta“' iret Livutenant.
ﬁm the guidanos of CFT Mable and 150 Sselig, the unit worked diligemtly = .
preparation for the AGI, The hard work paid off as the unit recsived & =~ .
aae:mmm rating on ite fivet AGI. A memoveble company perty wes held the
" svening of the 17th to gelsbrate the oocssien, On 23 A rﬁ SFQ Turnbough re- -
~ turned to the wilt as Maintenunce Sergeant replacing sre Alford who returned
' $o the States. By April, most of the membors of the 5634 were past the half- o
way_mark in their tour, With such a large mumber ¢f people having DEROS of - . - -
27 Septenber, it becane necessary to transfer porseomnel te other umits within <
- 4he Greup, The new faces in the unit were all perscnnel with rotation dates =\
in me dyly and Avgust, These transfers grestly reduced the “retational ,
~hump® problem for the unit., On 19 Aprdl the unit's maintenanse efmm», w2z
- Denver 0, Stovell, departed the wnit te become the new st Lsgamm Command
- CMME Team Chief For units assigned to the Qui Nhon Suppert Command an v
* May SFC Winfred R, Barnes joined the unit ap Truclmsster r i.mw me-
* Feliclans who was transferad to the 27tk Battalion, On the same dey the :
‘entive 2nd Platosn pl ? lue six mechanice, under the leadership of 550 Wallmoe ,
" Keyee, was uni to Plellm DY attached o the &4th Travaportation Company. -
Sergeant Keyss wnd his men tock up thé dutdes of operating & line haul bezmu C
Anm and Pleilu along with the S4th. On 19 May 67 SPC John B, Stinsomn =
oined the unit as Maintenance Sergeant, OPC Turnbough becams the new
ttelion Maintenance Bergeant of the 274h frmpertatim Battalion,

iu Un f J une, the first miwnw of astivation of the wilt, Mﬂn ST

_assumetl command. Soon ‘Ehsrﬁ&fﬁﬂ' €PT Mabie deparbed the mﬁ IR

kudad far tha mpmaﬁm Oftiger's Caveor Course at Fort Buntis, Virgﬂﬁm R

The fifth of ¢ brought three notewsrthy changes te the units maintensnde: .. - -

- section, On t-hat day WOT Robert ¥, Wabeda bevame the new Maintenmnce ﬁfriai Pe)

~ In addition, both Assistant Maintenanos S:mﬁa Restd o and g

Hman, wers promofed te 530 6. On 6June 650 : "

: ' ipany and 850 Barrem, fyem that: mﬁs ﬁm over 550 m;q T

d\&iu as Msse tmrd More persormel shangess toolk. m on the ninetesnth j:cf*»\

‘4he month. On that date, 5FC Burnes departed the uait om T0Y status to bosoms

- NOOXO of & new Task Fores, 880 Keyss veturned to the wit frem Bleiku bo assume -
 the. dutied of ¥ ruckmaster, 580 Bdgay HA1 then went cn TDY status o Pletin to
npl;m 850 Keyws as platoon.sergeant of the nd Plsteon, 50T E§ Hemry L. ﬁwﬁ

ook over Sﬁé m*s dutiden as yhtm serguant of the m ?ntm; :

5. The twenty-seventh of Juse browght a prowstion for AT John L, Mavinil) .
- - F4res Lisubenant. The first half of the year endsd with ansthor: Mc ﬁrmtc
x4 fmmtl M &m 2’?&: &t%a&im w &W ﬂﬁﬁ” th upeoniing robationsl
PWW : '

N

' oo, ﬂmm
month of May, the seecond platoon was attashed Lo the 64th '—rmmmmﬁn Gem

. ﬂw tba m&h at"nly, thn 8634 came ﬂadar —

in their line haul -operations cut of ?ltma arnd on the seve of ﬁly thc
. PNBOYS mm&m the 5634 eeming to Pleils sans tyue when an- advanee party
, mm :us laik&, m&er ths diaetm c:t mr M M, Eme‘.&w
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r'i‘hn advanse party had thc mﬂmﬁmﬁy w Mld ﬁw ﬁhme platoon biilau; -
. “battalion staff offices, company orderly room and supply roem, and temporary
" billets for Battalion Staff and the Company Qfﬁmﬁ. mm s week's time
s e!‘this was. comploted. On 25 July the 5633 Qﬁ&em.‘gyhcm part of the
12hth mmmmmmmmam mmm t. Dew Haspw
. achusetts aaﬁaz* +the ocomnand of LIC John C. Burke. During the menth, Piret
Sergeant Frank ®eelig snd the Maintenanece Offiger, Mr. Rebert ﬁfaﬂm; rebated
- baek to the States, and 1LT John Mulvihill took wver vommand of the TTF 4u Qui -
 Nhon., 2LT Stephen M, Wright srrived on 6 July and took ever command of the first
‘platoon, and on 10 duly, AT Kenneth R, Relener avrived to etpuns duties as
"~ seoond platvon Leader. In the rexsining days of Jﬂm ﬁu 563& wﬁmimly
‘ﬂ.awtm:l “Bhsir weoond msm seam in Viﬂm&. R

I Quiﬁw fiflt ngmt £m A, mewnmd asﬁnﬁ %mm _
“af the 5634, amé on 6 August 196'1 WOl r:'nm%w . Moyse avvived im Pleiku to
assue the dutien as mmw tﬂasr biggnt problem the 5634 had

.. %o comtend with were the result of the memsoon rains. Muddy elay was sverywhers
. and the deadline rate sentinued to sosr high. Maintensnse faeilities were

. monsoon seawom were in the fivet week in Je

greatly improved upon completion of the first echelon maintenanse tent bubt o
with two round mpa por day betwesn Pleiku and An Kne (220 miles), the trueks . -
wld not receive the sttantien they nmeeded. 25T Kenneth R, Roimr mk

somnand, of. the TP cpamim at ﬂgﬁm on 28 Awﬁ :

"8, Deptember saw mrs rain sad nore. m vt towarde- tht wnd of the m&lz, ﬁho tkiﬂ o
~ atarted to olear, and the one foot of mﬂ shanged to two feet of dust, S e
- The deadline vate and the ﬁgmast in daily mileages for all vehicles aemapﬁnd
with the amount of mwed and rain, The worst md mbmrfw. the m‘birzh _‘
‘ el ythe
nighest desdline rate was snseuntered en the Shird of S gptonber vhon the 463
ned 58.9% of their task vehicles on deadline and enly 2137 miles were driven.
Three weeks later when the rains and mud began te wubside, the é&m rate

. was down to 26,6 on 28 September, and 4629 udles were drivea,

9. Effeetive i September, the 5634 made ome rownd &r&p y» day mma of
two a8 smewammmmmm mw&alﬁh‘:éj ﬂk&a ww&g;&agaﬁ

Pml mm 0 ﬁum %m mmd of ‘&hﬁ snm ﬁ}.&m Ga 22 2‘3,_;" saniber
Gregory F. Debrocke reported to the Séﬂd, and *m uyu lu‘m!, m ré zwg D,
Sneed reported to the }@d ( S

:—sﬁ. 95 t Gﬂ‘h her 1967 16 w was gmafémd o E‘tﬁm& Hﬁmﬁm@!” f@*"

-duty a8 8«4, On 13 amm the sompany received and suscesefully pansed & Yaw

oo

inspsution of its maintenance management and vehioles by the Qui Nhen Support

~ Command CHME Team. On 15 October 1967, 'OFY Wyitle want te Battalion ss. %ht L

© Madntensnge Offiser and COPT David E. Hand ssswumed eommand of the

- During the last two weeks of Oetober, the momscon rains fimally ;mm,
f,mmcmg were begun on the uhit motor pool and the streebs in the my' '
The firet objective was grading the unit mﬁw pool snd the strests in tm

-‘cm ‘antomment ares., Uoneurrent with the improvements of the unit ares the

. eonpany ¢ontinued to fulfill dts missien hauling 7 Hk tons and d?ivm 20,717

© - miles during the month, On 20 October ¥ 5?5 H- { mnd o 550 Eg

o and hm plntwn nmmt eﬁ' ﬁbw Bd ylntcﬂm T
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Annex G {Pi!egrns Ghartt)v ,
The attaehod progress charts show the developments of tht %634 Mmﬁm
Compeny (Mediwm Truok Carge) duﬂng 196‘?‘ :
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 Anmem B {Sapabilivies)

1. The 708 yetad aspabilities of the 5636 Trassportation Ocmp
Track Sargo) ave as followss

" A Loeal Heuls | | o - -
' mmﬁmm&%iwmmﬁwmm‘
by mmsm,iamwmmﬁtmm%

Be  ldme Hauds
mnﬂimtmpwﬁ 1640 mﬁwaﬁmwm;
In an swmergenuy, thsmﬁmﬁmﬁ A,mmm per day,

¢ ma@mmmména?ﬁwMty“tm
mmmzﬁ@-;ﬁrmmmhﬁgmmmm; oy
,mmwwmmmmmwmnmﬁm

2. Fer the ressons smumereted below, the 563 ?mmﬁa Conpany Mw
,‘emm}mmmwmmmwmw. :

3. mtmmmuﬁemmmmguvamwmmm ,
net over whioh the undb operated was only open during the day. Thie preciuded
the 5634 Teammportation Company {(Medium Teusk Gargo) from operating two shifte
and m&mﬂy st the sapability of the company by S# :

he The 553:1 ‘Teansportabion Gompeay (Mediwn Truok Dargo) was nhuﬁ of nhiﬁsa
during & subsbantisl part of the year. A% the end of 1967, the wndt hed only
32 yehicles on hand or 53.3% of it suthorinwmd ane tdme Lif% eapalbility. The
sverage vehisle styeng j for the year was 55 vehisles or $1.7% of its
 suthordized atrength.

5. Personnel unngﬁh of the 5634 Transpovbabion Gompany (m Trugk Cargo)
434 wot affect the mimsion capability of the wnit due to the faet that only

- ,mﬂ&iﬁmm&ﬁ but the faet should be noted that the company lest the
' wios of slmoat one full shifé of drivers to other missio v A Mm of
mmmwnwﬂinrm:im: -

e &c%ﬂys&%mﬂﬁm@%ﬁ&%mm%m* | ,

 De Mmtymmmﬁm:afwmmsdw, Thess
mmlm&mh%&wm%mmﬁmmmiﬁmé
mmmsmmmy ,

8. in sdditionsl ten men weve M@&mwmmm ?mm%mm
- Franufer Foint for mm no TOF ﬁm*% wag autham :

| d.( ﬁn &ﬂdﬂi&a t&m n6n were ™y o8 aﬁﬂm GORR ﬁmmﬁaﬁ%




UNIT HISTORY
_563& Tranqurtation Company
124th Transportation Battalion
8th Transportation Group
(1 Jan 68 Thru 31 Dec €8)
Frepared By
JOHN T. KCHIZR, 11T, TC

563d Transportation Company

7 hpril 1969
!//‘X;p roved By . ’C;'
T X TVl L
//3bum £ v

11T, 1TC

Commanding

R,

“,_,;;::‘)



Te

2e

3e

4e

5¢

6o

® @

563D TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (MEDTUM TRUCK CARGO)
| TABIE OF CONTENTS

IMRDHUCTION‘0.0IQ...'..'...'l.‘.......QOQ.......l“.!..0.0l....’.'...‘..

MmSION AND mSOURcESO‘QIOOOOVO....Q’...'.0....!0.0.0.0005.&'..000"00..0.

&'
b
ce
do
€

f.

Mission.....,..............,.,,......,..................,...,..f.....
Capabilities....................-......................u..--...;o....
Organization and Utiliza&iqn of Rasources..,...,,............,......,
Peraonnel......‘........g........-....-.................9¢¢.¢«@...d..

Vehicles and m@uipment-.-a...-...........-..............¢.......o....

F&Oilitieﬂonoooooooo-'ootoooooono-oov.ooounoooao-cooacoo-oo~ooooooo¢0

OPERATIONS AND T;{‘imﬂxm...?o0.00..000.....QO.C‘O‘OOOOOOOOOQOQO‘OQOO'0......

=2
be
Ce
de
e
£

e

Training Exarcises........,.,..,...........,.......,.......,.........
Mandatory Subject Training.......f....;.............g...g..,.w....-.,
Combat Service Suppory Operationssesessesececenseecossnsscsacsnsssces
Combat Acﬁiongnotofoooooogooooc9cooffouf?oftfo,?oo?.dooao’.f?aoc-'fof
Marksmanship...g..ui....o..g.......c.go.&.?,.ggQ;..y..?g.......g,....

Weapon Training....................................................--

Mission Acoumplishmeniﬁo............o..g,.,.......-....,..,......go,o

PERSONNSL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES::.sevssesssasasescsansssesosases

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY ACTIVITIESssessssssssaseseonsacnsosssasssasnsss

WISTIGAII AWIVITESO..‘..OOQO.O..ODfl‘?f.fQOIOOOOQ,‘OO‘.OOCV“OAOOOO‘00‘,.000’??

Ge

be

. Ce

d.

Logistical ?roblems..........-o.-............a..-....,....--¢......i;
Supply AGtiVitieBoo.ooo¢oooooocooaoooouooowoo-ocoonoroooooo--‘o.ooodi
Maintenance AOtiVitieﬂooa.uc;ooocoooooucooo-ootoonoouooo»oooocﬁ..if"

Transportation AQtiVitiesootooootooo.0000000010000000000000000ooooooo

b

(S Y T N - S .t A RN Y SR U S . TR . S S S LT C S X1



Te

8.

¢. Mediocal Activi'bies.......mnu‘.m.v-‘o'oﬁuo‘.-"‘.‘o‘u.o.u......-...‘......
fo Food Service ActivitieSessesseecaresscevsroerssosssssssasesacssscnses
SPECTAL EVENTS.sssesaneseeasscaatssosssssasnsassssecssoncssassssssssssnns
ae Annual Inspector General InspectioNesseesseesresssssssasascassosnsnns
bs Command Maintenance Management Inspection{esessssesssssscesssscocisos
ce Unit Orga.nization Daynu.-u.u...'.......u»u..f..............,.....
PERSONNEL ACHIEVEMEN T Sesssessessscssssosasscascosescssonsecsatasssvsontsces
ANNEXES
Annex A - lineage and anors¢...¢..m«;.ai.,..g..........{....,..,,,,
Amnex B - Organization Qhart.....,..¢......-;g...........,...;,....;
Armex C ~ General and Unit OrderBesssscssessscasssscssscasecssnacane
Amex D - Personnel Strengths....,.,;...........,.,....,.,f,@,....,..
Annex B - Unit Historical 3ummary.....,...,.......,.,,..,&.,.,..,,,3
Ammex F - Training ProgramSecessscoseesssseecssasscoscssersssscsance

Amex G - ?I‘OngS cha,r‘ha‘.....m..u.........................uu'.{-

L= S = TR * A W ~ . W « L S« AT <A}



te Introductiont This is the historicsl summary of the activities of the 563d
Pransportation Company (Medium Truck Cargo) for the year of 1968 in the Republic
of Vietwam. During the past year the unit was faced with many new responsibilim
ties and challenges, all of which were successfully met. There was an addition
of another miseion, relocation to a new area, and development of new operational
methode.

2. Mission ard Resources:

as Missiont The 5634 Transportation Company faced three separate mission
asgignments in 1968. The first was a continuation of the miesion performed in
1967, that of line haul transportation support, between Pleiku, Kontum, and Dek
To and Pleiku, An Khe and @Qui Nhon for the movement of personnel, general cargo,
and bulk petroleum products. Another mission of the unit was to provide trang-
portation support to Headgquarters, Pleiku Sub-Area Command in excess of that
unit's orgenic capability as directed, and support combat operations, as directeds
On the 15th of July the unit wes assigned the third misgion of transporting re-
frigerated cargo to Kontum and Dak To. To accomplish this eight (8) 7% ton re-
frigerator vans were sent from Qui Nhon and three (3) mechanics were attached for
18t and 2nd echelon maintenance.

bs Capabilitiest The rated capabilities of the 563d Transportation Company,
are as stated in TCE 55186, For a number of reasons, the unit has been unable to
achieve ite rated capability. 4 discussion of these ressons are contained in An-
nex He

¢. Organization and Utilization: The 563d Transportation Company consists of
three (3) truck platoons with two (2) truck squads in each platoon, a Maintenanoce
Platoon ard a Headquartera Platoon. All persommel in the unit are utilized accord-
ing to the training they have received with the exception of various individuals who
are cross-trained to occupy essential positions that have not been filled through
replacement channels. At the same time local national personnel were hired for many
duties such as kitohen police, filling of sandbags and police of the area to relieve
all available military persomnel for performance of thelr primary duty and insure
maximum utilization of resources,

d+ Personnel:s During 1968, the strength of the unit varried from a high of 173
men to a low of 130. The average for the year was 150. A contimuous shortage of offiw-.
cers and enlisted men existed throughout the year which presented wrokload handicaps
but none that were not met successfully. During the year two officers had command of
the companys CPT Devid Hand from 1 Jamuary to 28 June and CPT Larry R. Fales from
28 June to 31 December. The unit also experienced a large turnover in other key
slots. A total of eight (8) other officers, two (2) maintenance warrants, five (5)
Firat sergeants, five (5) truckmasters, and four (4) mess stewards, served with the
5634 Transportation Compary during 1968. The names and dates of service are attached
in Anméx D. There was one KIA during the year, In May SP4 Wyman wes killed during an
ambush,



e« Vehicles and Equipments The unit is authorized the following critical
items of eguipment by its TOH.

5 % ton trucks

1 3/4 ton truck

i ton trucks cargo
61 5 ton tractors

1 5 ton wreckexr

120 12 ton semi-trailers

] 5,000gallon semi~trailer
3 4 ton trailers

1 1% ton trailer

1 400 gallon water trailer
7 grenade launchers:

177 rifles

12 machine guns, 7.62 mm

‘ , machine guns, 50 caliber

© Severe density fluctuations were encountered with most of the above mentioned
equipment, For example, in June the unit had 63 § ton tractors. In December

the unit had thirty-two. GQuarter ton utility trucks varied from five (5) to three
(3)e Four additional 24 ton trucks are still maintained on & hand receipt basis
to assist the unit in providing security for convoys. These gun trucks are armor
plated for protection, and have been equipped with one (1) .50 caliber machine
gun, two (2) M-60 Machire Guns, and two (25’ M-79 Grenade Launchers.,

fo Facilities: 1In Pleiku the 563d Transportation Company resided in the Bien
Ho Cantomment Area with HHD, 124th Transportation Battalion. All facilities with
the exception of the motor pool were frame buildings with & canvas roof. The motor
poel was adequate. During Augus, HHD, 124th Transportation Battalion, moved to
Camp Wilson ami began occupying two story tropieal billets. However, the motor
pool was forced to maintain all facilities within the Bien Ho Cantonment Ares,
because of inadequate shop area in Camp Wilsons Most of the improvements in the
quarters were made under a self-help program and this was accomplished with no
let up in miseion requirements. By the end of December, by reason of much hard work,
the men had succeeded in creating a fairly comfortable base camp with hot showers
and a small unit day room. ‘

3+ Operation and Training:

a+ Training exerciseas:t The 563d Transportetion Company did not participate in
any training exercises during 1967.

b, Mendatory Subject Trainingt Mandatory subjecs were taught in accordance
with US Armmy Support Command, Qui Nhon Regulation 350~1. The classes are taught
at night with several make-up clasges during the week for personnel who could not
attend the regular classes.

¢s Combat Service Support Operationss During the year the 5634 Transportation
Company participated primarily in combat service support to the Fourth Infantry
Division. Most of the deily comvoys were run to XKontum, Dak To, and landing Zone
Qasis. Many special commitments were also necessary with troop moves to Polei Djereng,
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Polei Kleng, Ben Het, and Ban Me Thout, &Another major unit that counted on the
563d Transportation Company was the 173d Airborne Brigade. In January Lieutenant
Sneed moved elements of this unit to Chu Lai and on the 26th of March he moved those
troops from Kontum to Tuy Hoa. On 24 February lieutenant Sneed also took the first
563d Transportation Company Convoy to Cheo Reo in support of the advisory team there.
The unit was involved in moving retrograde cargo from Fleiku to back to Qui Nhon.
During 1968, the unit traveled 1,290,414 miles and carried 142,118 tons of all '
classes of cargo. This would have been higher if more trucks had been on hand at
eritiecal times during the year. "

de Combat Actions: The 563d Transportation Company was involved in three (3)
major ambushes during the year. The first occurred on 21 March when Iieutenant
Debrocke was convoy commander; however, no personnel were injured from the unit.
On May 5th, the convoy was ambushed between Pleiku and Kontum, and while firing a
+50 caliber machine gun on a gun truck, SP4 Jerry Wyman was killed in action. In
August, Iieuvtenant Sneed's convoy was ambushed at almost the same location as on
May 5th and PFC Thomas Gallew was wounded in action and sent to Japan to recover.
A total of four (4) trucks from the unit struck enemy road mines throughout the
year with only minor injury to the drivers.

e Marksmanship: All new personnel arriving in the 563d Transportation
Company were given weapons training within seven days of their arrival. The train-
ing consisted of instruction in the proper care of individual weapons andfemiliar~
ization firing., The weapons firing was conducted under the supervision of Security,
Plans.and Operations, 45th General Support Group.

f, Weapon Training: All personnel who are assigned as gunners on gun trucks
are thoroughly trained in the use and. characteristics of automatic weapons before
they are qualified. Also automatic weapons are normally tested at the firing
range at Dak To,

g+ Mission Accomplishments: During 1968, the 563d Transportation Company
accomplished all assigned missions, both general and special. The outstanding
accomplishment of the year was the continous flow of cargo to Kontum and Dak To
despite the heavy monsoon rains and travel over unimproved roads that turned into
a quagnire.

k., Personnel and Administrative Activities:

as For approximately the eight months of the year the 563d Transportation
Company was required to furnish personnel to the Pleiku Truck Terminal which, of
course, was another draln on driver personnel. However, this requirement was removed
in August when the 520th Detachment (TTP) moved from An Khe to Pleiku to alleviate
the situation. '

be In May the First Platoon of the 597th Transportation Company was attached
to the unit to increase the tonnage capability. The persormel stayed approximately
two months, leaving in June and laterally transferring their trucks to the 5634
Trensportation Company.



¢. On June 28 Captain David A, Hand turned the unit over to First Lieutenant
Larry R. Fales in a change of command ceremony.

de Throughout the entire year, the low number of Specialist Four allocations
was a groblem within the unit. Many individuals coming in the unit were Privates
First Vlass, thereby causing a long waiting period from pay grade B3 to E-4., On
the other hend, Specialist Five allocations were numerous, but could not be filled
‘because of insufficient time in grade.

es On 15 July three (3) refrigeration mechanics were attached to the unit
in MOS 51120 to provide first and second echelon maintenance for the eight (8)
refrigerator vans sent from Qui Nhone

f. During November, the unit moved from the Bien Ho Cantonment Area into Camp
Wilson. The only disadventage to the move was the lack of orderly room space and the
motor pool vontinued to remain in the old location because of inasdequate shop
facilities in Camp Wilson.

g« On 8 December, the unit had its first traffic fatality of the year when
SP5 Harry E. Bates was killed when his jeep turned over.

5. Inteliigence and Security Activities:

a. In 1968 the convoy commanders continued to be the primary source of intell-
igence informations Any unusugl changes along the road were immediately reported
to the Battalion S-2.

b, The %634 Transportation Company continved to provide its own security
for convoys with sxmor plated gun trucks anl gun jeeps. Each gun truck was equipp~
ed with three (3) automatic weapons and two grenade launchers. ZBach gun jeep has
one (1) automatic wespon. During the year, the unit had an average of four gun
trucks and two gun jeeps. Bach gun truck carried a crew of four with three men
as gurmers and one drivers. Again this was enother drain on qualified drivers in
the company e

c. Perimeter security required between fifteen and seventeen men per night
in both the Bien Ho Cantonment Area and Cmmp Wilson. There were no incidents
of enemy penetration of the perimeter during the year.

d. During the first six months of 1968 the 563d Transportation Company was:
required to furnish ten men and one officer every eighth night for a night patrol
in the Pleiku ares. TIn June, however, this requirement was deleted. No enemy
contact was recorded on any of the patrols.

6+ Logistical Activities:
a« Logistical Problems:
(1) The unit supply room had difficulty in obtaining minor expendsble supplies

from the self service supply center. The shortages included manila folders for the
orderly room, cups and silverware for the mems hall, paper, pencils, end verious tools.



(2) There was also considersble trouble in obtaining popular sizes of clothing
from the direct exchange point.

(3)  In many cesses support from PAE was insufficient to meet the needs of the
unit, Bither their eguipment was broken or key personnel were not available caus=
ing the unit to take the time o accomplish tasks shch as waste collection and pump-~
ing out of mess hall greasse trap.

(4) Inadequate motor pool shop area precluded the moving of the motor pool into
Cemp Wilson at the same time as the rest of the unit. As of 31 December the unit
was still awaiting shop facilities on Camp Wilson.

b, Supply Activities: The major supply activity of the year consisted of
turning-in and receiving essential iteme of equipment. During 1968, sixty-five
(65) 5 ton tractors and ten (10) % ton trucks were classified unservicesble and turned
in to the salvege yard. Most of the tractors were damaged through fair wear and tear,
many having eracked frames after running over the ro roads during the monsoon
season. Sixty-four (64) 5 ton tractors and four (4) % ton trucks were laterally
transferred to the 563d Transportation Company from other units. The company
received only nine (9) mew 5 ton tractors and two (2) rew 4 ton trucks through-
out the entire year,

¢s Maintenance Aotivities: During the early part of 1968, the age and the
mileage of the task vehdéles began to show up in the form of cracked frames.
Normally, a vehicle with this defficiency was salvaged, but with the extreme short-
age of vehicles in the unit another alternative was tried. 62nd Maintenance Bat-
tallion began "fish-plating" these cracked frames to extend the life of the vehiclea.
This method wes necessary throughout the year as the unit received many used
vehicles from other units and a new truck was a rarity. The arrivel of the monsoon
season in August presented another array of problems. Vehicle undercarriages were
covered with mud which obscurred grease fittings, loose bolts, and cracked frames.
Brake shoes had to be replaced more often becsuse of the abrasive influence of the
mud. The worst aspect of the situation was the deterioration of an orderly system
of preventative maintenance. The refrigerator vans were also old when they came to
the unit and presented immediate problems once they started rumning over the road
to Kontum and Dak To. Many spare parts were needed but were almost impossible to
obtain in the Pleiku area or through the normal supply system, including "red ball”
requisitions. This often resulted in a "scrounging" effort just to get the vans up
the road the next day. Bxamples of these needed parts were brake seals and radius
rods for the van and fuel pumps and magnetos for the refrigeration unit. There
was also a problem with the responsibiliiy for support maintenance, but this was
resolved and 62nd Maintenance Battallion provided superior support for both wvehicles
and refrigerator vans. '

de Tramsportation Aetivities: Available transportation within the %63d Trans-
portation Company was not sufficient, as %f ton trucks and 2% ton trucks were in
constent shortage during the year. This problem was solved by combining as many
trips as possible to insure maximum utilizstion of available resources.



ee Medical Activitiest The 563d Transportation Company gives several refresher
clagses on first aid throughout the year, but has no assigned medical responsibilities
or capabilities. The company received outstanding support from the 210th Medioal
Dispensary and 7lst Evacustion Hospital.

f. Food Service Activities: Several additional reguirements were placed upon
the unit mess hall in 1968. The Company was reguired to feed HHD, 124th Transpor-
tation Battalion and all transient personnel from the 27th and 54th Battalions who
remained overnight in Pleiku. This ocaused the headcount to flucuate considerably,
meking it very diffioult to drew sufficient rations since only one hour notice was
given bvefore it was known that between thirty and one hundred additional personnel
would have to be fed. There was also a rapid turnover of mess stewards with four
in charge during various times of the year. In November the mess hall moved with the
unit intc Cemp Wilson and began occupying an older, empty building. For the first
two months tremendous effort was expended in improving the facilities and thereafter
gradual improvements were made.

7. Special Events:

ae Annual Inspector Gemeral Imspectiont The unit underwent its yearly Inspector
General Inspection on 29 July and achieved a score of satisfactory. Also in Dec-
enber, the unit received a Command Inspection from 8th Transportation Group and
gttained & score of satisfactory.

b. Command Maintenance Management Inspection: The unit was given a Qui Nhon
Support Command, Command Maintenance Management Inspection on 11 September and a
score of 87 was ewarded. On 11 December the 1st logistical Command geve a Command
Maintenance Management Inspection and a rating of satisfactory was given. Also
during December, 8th Transportation Group gave a Command Maintenance Mansgement
Inspection to determine the quarterly best maintenance activity. The 5634 Tmns-
8ortaxion Company earned the award by beving the best maintenance program in 8th

ransportation Group. '

¢» Unit Organization Day: Mission requirements did not permit celebration of
a unit organization day.

8¢ Personal Achievements: Numerous aswards were presented throughout the year for
driving safety and total miles driven. One Bronze Star medal with the "V" device
was presented to SP4 Jerry Wyman posthumously who was killed in action on 5 May
1968. The frequent turn over of persomel in the company precluded the submission
of awards for meritorious service or achievement.

. XOHIER'
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563D TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (I*'EDIUM TRUCK CARGO)
Amnex A (Lineage and Honors)
Constituted 1 January 1942 in the Army of the United States as Company
B, 397th Guartermaster Battalion

Activated 10 January 1942 at Fort Dix, New Jersey

Redesignated 31 July 1942 as Company B, 397th Port Battalion, Trans=
portation Corpe

Reorganized and resignated 3 February 1944 as 5634 Port Company
Inactivated 14 September 1945 at Camp Patrick Henery, Virginia

Redesignated 12 Jamary 1956 as 5634 Transportation Company alloted to
the Regular Army

Aotivated 1 February 1956 at Fort Bustis, Virginia
Inactivated 15 November 1957 at Fort Bustis, Virginia

Activated 1 June 1966 at Fort lewis, Washington

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT

World War II Fame

Naples-Foggia
Rome-Arno
Southern France
Rhineland



H
) .
}. .

oy Emsn st g o

T

o Tt A S < O AT

[P




Annex € (Unit Orders)

CoBmRuT wlwFuwTwCu AT -E

Only one copy of each unit order is in existence at this time. These copies
met be retained within the unit files and no capability exists to duplicate

the orders in time to meet the suspense date,
e

JORN T. KOHIER
e, T¢
Commanding
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Amex D (Personnel Strength)

Average Monthly Strength

Month. ' Personnel’ qswen@gr_g

JAN | 166
FEB | 165
MAR | 160
APR | 149
MAY | 169
Joy | 173

AUG 153 .

SEP 130
ocT | 135
wov | 160
IBC | 173 .

-y



AnnexE (Unit Historical Summary)
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~ UNIT HISTORY anuary 1968-31 Decemver 1968

1. INTRODUCTION: On T Jamary 1968, “the - 563(1 ‘Trans ‘Co was located in the
Bien Ho Oantonment area, Pleiku under the 124th Trans Bn Commanded by IIFC
John A+ Johnson. The key personnel within-the unit -at this time weres
Osptain Pavid A. Hand, Commandings Li. Gregory F. Debrocke, Platoon lLeader;
14, Kemneth R, Reisner, Platoon beader; Lt, Everette D. Sneed, Plgtoon Lead~
er; and WO1 George W. Morse, Maintenance Officer, The First Se

18G Leguna A. Vega; the Truck master was SFC Albert C. McMurry; the Ms.in-
tenanoce &rgeant was SFC John D, Stinson; and the Mess Steward was SSG George
Goodman. The mission of the 5634 Trans Co was to provide transportation for
the movement of personnel, general cargo, and bulk petroleum products by
motor transport in both lins and -local haul operations within the II Corps
Taotiocal Zone as directed, Another related mission was to provide trang~
portation support to Headquarters, ‘45th General Support Group in excess of
that units Organic capability as diracted anﬂ. support oombat operations

88 directed.

!he 5634 Trans Co started the new year with daily convoys to Kontum, Dak

, To, and An Ko, At the same time, frequent trips were also made to Poli

‘Kleing, Bem Het, Plei Mrong, Duc Co and Qui Nhoni The biggest problem thet
the unit faoced this month was an acute shortage of vehicles. Operating at
60% suthorized vehicle strength, most of the trucks were committed daily,
thus ‘allowing very little time for first and second echelon maintenance.
‘The dry season had been in progress for three months and a clean air filter
~ was & muat for an effioient truck engine because of the extreme dust sit~
uation on Highway 14 North. The unit was required to furnish persomnel for
Pleiku Truok Terminal which, of course, was another drain on parsonnel.
- The Platcon Leaders in the unit led night patrole in Defense Zone Black on
8 rotating basis, but no contact was reported. Lt. Reisner departed the
unit on the 18th to go to the PTT, and 185G Vega lef% om the 26th for CONUS,
He was replaced by SFC Ronald X, Lipyd. The unit drove 103,601 miles,
carried 14,443 tons of cargo, had an average vehicle deadline of 21.1%,
and had an average daily strength of 166 men during the month.

3, The misasion continued as normal during February except for infweased
eneny aativity on the roed because of the Tet Offensive, closing the rosd
for two deys. Additional seourity was necessary during this period, and
this brought the 5634 Trans Co guard force t & total of 30 men. On the
7th, the unit received a Command Inspection from Battalion and the result
was satisfactory. On the 18th, the unit reflected with pride on the work
done to build the dayroom and a party was held that same night to celebrate
124th Trans Bn Organization Day. The 21st saw SSG Goodman rotate to CONUS
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6. The month of May was cheracterized Ly more eneny activity. On the 4th
SP4 Ronald Jarnsen hit & mine with his truﬁé., but sustaised only minor injurw
ieg. The 5th of May was the saddest day of the entire year for the 5634
Trans Co, Between Pleiku and Kontum, the worning convoy met the heaviest
enemy contaot of the year, and while firing a 450 Caliber machine gun on

g gun truck, SPA Jerry Wyman wos killed in actione For his valorous effort
during the ambush, v wus awsrced the Bronwe Star with thie "V¥ device, Also
during May the First Flatoon of the 597th Trans Co was atizohed to the 563d
to inorease toe tonnege canobllity of the uwnit. Tn sddivior soven t;ractm.
ware added bringing the total nmumber of fsed - i,  Un bl

7th SFC Louis Mason came in a Mednternsuos argeunt. Cu i}r«* 26tk the

unit was involved in gnother ambush but no JnJmunas cocowred; and on the sene
day UPC Jobmson returned to CONUS Being replaced by WG Alexawder Be Cleary
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UNIT BEISTORY 1 January 1968-31 December 1968

who came from Qui Nhon. On the 28th 1LT Larry R. Fales reporied in for duty
and the next day 1IP Reed left to become the Battalion 8-2/3. The wnit trav-
eled 145,143 miles, carried 20,969 tons, had a desdline rate of 18.5%, and
hed an avemage personnel strength of 169 during the month.

7 June saw enother increase in vehiole strength, as all of the trmotors

from the First Platoon, 597th Trans Co were laterally transferred to the 5634
bringing the vehicle count to 63 The incresse in the mmber of tractors
reflected the highest mileage of the of the year at 151,295 miles. Lt James
Frank joined the unit on the 4th and on the 7th SFC Robert Pernie'‘$eosme Truck-
master to replace SFC McMurry who became the operations NCO at Battalione

A change of command ceremony was held in the 563d on the 28th when Captain
Hand turned the company over to 1II' Fales. 18,345 tons of cargo were carried,
31,3 ves the deadline rate and an average of 173 were in the unit during
June.

8, It. Fales started the month of July in the right direction by being
promoted to Captain on the 1st. Other personnel ohanges throughtut the month
weres WO2 Morde departed om the 6th and 18G Iloyd left on the 21st to
return to CONUS. On the 16th 2IF John Ts Kohler arrived and replaced ¥1I
Jamés Frank who only stayed one month before leaving to work at the An Khe
PP, On the 15th the unit wus assigned the additional mission of transport-
ing regrigerated cargo to Kontum and Dak To. To acoomplish this eight }(’e)

T 1/2 ton Regrigeration Vans were sent from Qui ¥hon and three machanios were
attaoched for 15t and 2nd echelon maintenances Much oo~ordination had to de
made with 62nd Maint Bn before a working agreement was reached on repponsibilit-
jes for support maintensnce. Algo spare parts were very diffioult to get
and a long walting period was not umsual even for “Red Ball" requisitions.
88C David L. Rigge became the new mess steward on the 20th replacing 883G
Brown. After much hard work and preparation during the entire month, the
unit underwent the AGI on the 29th and received a satisfactory rating. Om’
the 31et a party was held in the ares to celebrate Transportation Corp Daye
During the month the unit traveled 111,612 miles, hauled 10,530 tons, had

a desdline rate of 9.9% and had an average daily strength of 171,

9. Change in key persomnel contimmed to ooour throughout August. S¥C
Fernie was replaced by 1SG Alfred O. Opunui as Firat Sergeant; 83G Carl
Jenkins léft the 2nd Platoon to become Truckmaster and on the 18th 1LT
William ¥, Robart came into the unit. And with the arriva 1 of August
another monsoon season came., With the constant rain and mud, maintenance
problems increased. Vehicle undercarriages were oovered with mud which
obscurred grease fittings, loose bolts and oracked frames. Also breke
shoes had %o be replaced more often because of the ebrasive influence of
the mmad, On the 16th while taking a convoy to Kontum, 1LT Sneed was involv-
ed in an embush in whioch PFC Thomas Gallew of the 563d Trans Co was wounded
in the leg and was sent to Japan to' recover. Alaso SP4 Offie Bridges hit a
road mine with his truck omthe 20th, but received only minor injuries. ‘
The statistios for the month were 91,946 miles traveled, 7,719 toms hauled,
a 10.1% average deadline, and an average personnel strength of 153.




UNIT BISTORY 1 Jamuary 1968-31 December 1948

10, With the monscon rains coming down harder amd longer during September,
most convoys were on the road from sunrise to sunset resulting in only min-
imum maintenance being performed on the tractors. On the 3rd the 563d
agsumed complete conirol of the Bien Ho Cantorment area when HHD, 124th
Trans Bn moved across the road into Camp Wilson. On the 11th the Qui ¥hon
Sipport Command gave a CMMI and the unit earned an excellent score of 87.
It. Sneed departed the unit for CONUS on the 16th and & party was held in
his honors During September the company traveled 87,883 miles, hauled
T+348 tons of oargo, had a deadline rate of 10,3% and had an average daily
strength of 130.

11s October was another month where personnsl shifts predominated. On

the 2nd SFC Louis Mason was promoted to E-8 and left the maintenance section
to become the First Jergeant of the 541st Trans Co. SSG Jenkins then temp-
orarily sssumed the extra duties of Maintenance Sergeant in addition to
being Truckmaster. On the 3d 1LT Kohler left to become the S-2/3 at Batt-
alion and was replaced by 1IF Harry M. Sippel whei:came from Headquarters,
8th Trans Gp. It. Sippel was immedistely sent on a speocial committment to
Ban Mo Thuet in support of the 937th Engineer Group. On the 13th, IFC
Cleary, who was due to return to CONUS, turned over the Battalion to INC
Tom Le Bing in a change of command ceremony attend BG D, H, Richards, The
latter part of the month was maried by the end of the momsoon season and a
weloome relief from everyone was evident. During October the unit traveled
100,505 miles, carried 10,159 tons of cargo, had a deadline rate ofS low.
4.3% and a average personnel strength of 135, .

12, On 9 Novembidr the unit received the first warrent officer in five months,
CW2 Bllis. Mr. Bllis immediately gave every truck in the unit a thorough
inspection and began "washing out™ an average of one truck per day for @
entire month, The effects of the three month momsocem on the tzucks which
had been ruming daily over some of the woret roads im Vietnam fimllystart-
ed tooom¥ to lights On the 12th, First Sergeant Jemes Bradford joined the
unit replacing First Sergeant Opumi who yent to Battalion Maintenanoce.

On the 19th SFC Maxie Howell also signed”and veplaced 386 Jerkine as Truck~
master. At the end of the month the 563d left the Bien Ho Cantonment Area,
which had been home for & year and a half, and joined the rest of the
Battalion in Camp Wilson. The only disadvantage to the move was that the
motor pool and operations section hed to stay in the old area for sevipal
months and there was & shortage of orderly room uﬂ%)ply room space in
Camp Wilson. The unit was proud to announce that 199,000 acoident free
miles had been ascumulated by the 30th. 120,240 miles were traveled,

11,492 tons hauled, 14.9% deadline rate and a 160 average personnel strength
ware recorded dwring November.

3. On & Deocember the unit was saddensd by another fatality when 8P5
Harry B, Bates was killed in a traffic accident. On the 11th the 1st
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UNIT RISTORY 1 January 1966-31 December 1968

Logistioal Command made a CMMI inspection and a rating of satisfactory was
awarded, SSG Frank Smith arrived on the 12th and assumed the duties of
Maintenanoce NCO and replaced SSG Jenkins who was getting ready to rotate
back to CONUS after 36 months in Vietnam., A few days later SFC Clarence
Wright became truckmaster replacing SFC Howell who left to become the
Assistant Operations NCO at Battalion. Christmas was a long awaited day in
the 5634 as the entire unit had the day off for the first time during the
year. The last segeral days saw an increase in speoial conmittments to
Cheo Reo in support of the advisory team there. The monthly figures for
December weres 122,755 miles traveled; 10,774 tons oarried; 11.9% deadline
rate; andan average of 173 men. '
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Annex P (Training Progrems)

1. In addition to its mandatory subject training, the 5634 Transportation
Company (Medium Truck Cargo) developed training programs for initial drivers
training for all personnel newly arrived in Vietnam, & remedial drivers
training program for drivers involved in accidents, and croess training
program for maintenance personnel.

2. The refresher drivers training program was conducted under the supervision
of the Operations Officer and Truckmaster. It consisted of one week of clags
room training and OJT on such subjects as Vietnamese traffic laws, defensive
driving techniques, operators maintenance, convoy operations and intermational
road signs. This was supplemented by a period of utilizing new personnel as
gumers in security vehicles and as assistant drivers for one additional week
to allow the new men to become familiar with the 563d Transportation Company
area of operations.

3+ The Refresher Drivers Training Program was conducted after normal duty
hours and consisted of class meom training on defensive driving techniques,
Vietnamese road signs and trafifiic laws of Vietrnem, When deemed desireable,
special subjects of current inkerest were included to tailor the cause to the
individual stwdent.

4o The maintenance cross training program was conduocted by the Unit Maintenance
Officer and the Maintenance Sergeants It consisted primarily of informal
individual instruction amd on-the=job training,
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Amex G (Progress Charts)

The attached progress charts show the developments af the 563d Tramsportation
Compeny (Medivum Truck Cargo) during 1968.

Miles Traveled Tons Carried Vehicle Deadline Rate

Month = Miles Month ' 8/tons Month . - %Desdlire
JAR | 103,601 JAN | 14,445 JAN |21

WR | 76,105 wR . | 10,152 R o . 28,8 ¢
APR | . .98,831 APR | 12,067 APR | . 22.6. .,
MAY | 145,143 my , | 20,969 wr | 8.5

JUN.. .| 151,295 JUN 5510189345, JUN cnfi 2 BloBi o
JUL.. | A11,612 JOL L 10,530 UL fiovny s Qe
AUG. | 91,946 UG | 3719 AUG i o A0

FEB. | 80,498 FEB. (| . 8,080 B | . 25.6.

Ww 87'383 m 7:5431 SBPM R 10,3{ NN
oer . .§ 100,505 0CT, ..f. - 10,159 OO, s of: #9.05 AaB s oo

NOv, . | 120,240 NQV. . i1 319492 NOV. it 149 6
mC. | 122,755 DEC, . f. . 104774 TEC v | A
TOPAL 1,290,414 TOPAL 142,118
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1s mmeﬁam mu is the himrieal summary of the mtﬂtiu eft &B« -

< 5634 Transpewtation Cospany (MTC) for the year of 1960 in the Repeblie of -
Vietman, During that year the unit faced mmmmimum«m

sibilities, 211 of which were sucessfully met, Tn sdditiom to the normel

© 1ine haul misston, yeb ancther was given and completed, that of a unit res .

deployment mn&mmmn&mmm«m@m ﬁfwepmﬁm .

- ‘ pmMurw;

L 2 Hiuien and amrmu

[ ™ Mm: -m 563& Tmmpsﬁsﬁea emny M i'mar mt« % R

wion assigmments in 1969, The first wsa a contimmation of the 131:0 havl
Avansportation support betwsen Pleiiu, Xomtum, Dak To, BDen Het and bﬁm :
nﬁkﬁ,&nmmcﬁﬁmﬁrw&me&ﬁmeﬂ
‘and tulk petvoleum produste. Another mission was ﬂw%%ﬁm&m&»
ding transportation support to Headouerters, Flelkw Subwives Comennd &n
excess of that unit’s erganie capability an divected, A third miesion was
that of trensporiing refriperated carge to Xontum and Dak To. On 1 Octow
ber 1969, thess three missions were replaced by the fourth mission as &

reeult of the unit rodeployment to the long Bimh ares, This fourth mission

wag to provide both linewhsul and Joesl hav) transpordstion prt in the
TIT Corps ares. To sccomplish the wission stated above, elght (8) 7Th ten
, nﬁummmmmmmmmmmm«mm
. tached fm‘lﬂs auammal@nmintmmb

b, Capabliitien: The rated espabilities of the 5634 mmtm |
“sre aw stated In TOR ¥5.186, TPer warious Teavens, the wnit vas
umbln ter mzm ite rated eambni%yf : -

- mmmiuﬁm and mzmsim The %ﬁ mmhﬁm Company
mtn of thrae (3) truek platoons with twe (2) mwswp:m -
- toom, & Maintenanee platoon, and & Yemdquarters platoon, ALl ST -
: i:uﬁmuuit are utilived according 4o their previcus tratning w!th%&w% ,
~ eeption of various individuals who sre crossebyained to seeupy essentis)
popitions that have not been f11led throogh replacemest chermels, &ln,
local national persannel are hired to peform various cleaning dutise:

~ tail wen for the filling of sandbags, and in gensral sompany repaire, ;ﬂ
of thews adw :

. obtalned from the 90th Peplacement Nattslion, The
- ditional pereonnel relieves all availsble military persennsl in the unit
. for performance of thedr pa'im du&y and m m ummm af

- ».:ptrnmm rosouroas,.

d+ Parsornaly Barirgi?é!}, t&& s&m&hﬂﬂmﬁnﬁ uvhd fm&
© high of 169 men to s low of 129, e sverage Tor the year was 142, Duw
ﬁngthawrﬁwatﬁmhmmmﬁ%amm mm?ﬂn;
LT Willdam Robart, m'am&im,mmm; o, and CPT Michael
Coddard, ﬁqaﬁtnmmam«u oy in other key posie~

~ tionms, A total of 7 other officers, three (3? usintenange varrants, three

(3) ‘ﬂrak Qwrgnm, three (3) Mese Mi !’m {k’? ﬁﬁﬂr m'gﬂm,



and Em (3} trugionsters served with t&m m&:lh duping 1?59‘ In .?m, S I
xim Ellsworth was . ﬁuﬁ during an mm.

e Vehlcles and Reuipmens: msmgummmmmw mn N

tleal fhens of equipmert by its TOF.
- (1) 5 ton trucke
{2) 1 3/ ton truck
(3) 32 tom mek tm'ga
(W) 615 ton trectors
U (3) 15 ten sorwcker
() 120 soietvatiors =
(7). 15,000 gallon semtetvatlor
C{® 31 ten tratiers C
(9) 113 ton traflers _
(10) 1400 Vgszm'mm tvafler
(1) 7 grenade Mm |
(2) 177 rifles ﬂ
3 12 maw, 7,. omm
() & machineguns, <50 a&libw.

'bmityﬂwmﬁmmmmmﬁﬁthmﬁﬁthmwmm Qquip-- N

—"{_:m,mmu;mmmm. |
©f, PaoilitSest Tn Plefki the 5634

o atoqute:

o facilities; tw story frane billets, Zumu aham vi%h ;ue water, saple
lstrines, unit dey room, and sexieperosmnt beildings in the métor pocl,

: m,ayammwmawmﬁmmmmammmﬁmm S
¢ ¥l 2, long Bish, The billets wore old, wooden bufldings in need of rew

- paire, mmm:nmwmuwmmmmmﬁmn

and only two saintensnce tents in the mstor posl for maintensnoe wark. By

the cloes of 1969 though, Wmafmﬁ:hﬂdmk;ﬂmmhﬂmw L

' in mm a falrly wmu livs.m ares m mﬁm

@



Wﬁaﬁ and Tralning:

N Training exersises: mﬁ%m&mwmmw
| tiam in wtram weereises during 1969,

, mmmmmmz mmmmnmmmm
mﬂ&aswmt jommand, regulstion 355.1. The classes were
mwmﬁwmmimmmmmmmm
‘—mmmmammﬁ

G emzmwt mmm&w@aw&mt
Campany participated in covkat service 3 the Pourth Infantyy Divie
ahn%ﬁaﬂym%xmaﬂ:h mmm Zone Oasie, At Yong
 Binkh, the untt by mwmmmmmmﬁm
C L Twent Infantry, mmam;wmwgm ‘
1969, mmt tumaé 1,800,297 niles and oarrie uhouis 1?5,&% hm
: mﬁmammwani:'_,'ss_

¢, Cosbat Astione: ms&admmﬁmeMM&n o
five {5) mjor smbushes during the yeary The first oceured on 9 March sg
,mmeﬂnm,mmmnrwfm; On 12 Mgy, the
Bert et convoy was anmbushed m&mmmmhwﬁmmmf
. nnik, %mﬁwlﬁk&;%:%ﬁﬁa&wmm;humgm
~ wounded. On 2L June'the Ben Het econvey was hit once sgain, remalifng in
- one killed in action, one wounded, Then, on' 22 Novenber, . Be oon-
wmmmwammaimm,Mm(? 5 Yom
mmw,awmmmw

o Harkemanibips 21 now personnel in the 5634 Transportation Company
were given tyainirg within seven days of thelr srrival. The training conw

" sisted of elasarcom instruetion on the oare and mintersnoo; then m‘*‘*

risation firing cenducted under the supervismion of Sesarity, Plana, and
Opsrations 4 5th Cenersl Support Cremp. However, upon redeployment at Long
Pinh, wismmﬁmmgwmmmmmﬂﬂmwm
'mpma in the u:aiﬁ*

oo Weapon Trainings anmmnmlmiumm o ue gunners &re ,
~%hroughly trained on the weapon befors they ars cons aé qutliﬁch Every
affm s mde tu: sllow wenpons tm firings = I

e masim &wxmﬁalzmﬁs: During 1&&9, the 5&3& ’Prnncpertﬁim ,
Company scoomplished all assigrad missions, both general and spacific, Pere
haps the outstanding accomplishment of 1959 wan the redeployment move frem
-Pleiku to Long Bimh in the brief t:!.us alh‘!;a:i, and yet beocoming apemtiemi |
on the date umiﬂaé . ‘

ke ?Qrmmsl m& &éaﬁ.niutmﬁiw Amw.ﬁiam

R ﬁuﬁm my, the pask of the pmmﬂ mhlm wes renched 2s ﬁhm
. wers 55 truoks 4in the unit, but maly 35 ér:!wm, a severe shortage. :

(3)



Be m%w,mmummnsmwmam, The
mjor disadvantags in the unit move was that there were iaaém%a mtar
mlmﬁhm faellities in the new sres, o ,

_Su Intelligence m& mrity hetivitienst

a, In 1959 the m eamaém contimaed to bhe the ;::'ianry source
of intelligence information. Any umnensl &ume slong the convey rosds
- ware imediately rmr!;«! 0 E&t@alim M, S o

b, While in ‘Ehﬁ Plotlu arss, the 5634 mm;m W&? continued
o mvida 1ts own seeurity for convoys with srmor plsted gun truske and

- gun_3eeps. TPach gun fruck was equipred with three (3) autematie wespons
ané two {?; grenade lauvnchers, Tath gun Jesp had one (1) sutomstic wespon

and one (1) grensde lsuncher. However, seourily in the Long Binh area wne
prmiﬂaé by the nnpa#%:&u tactiosl area ’u!';ieh the m mgapw&cﬁ. .

¢» Parimster security vequired five (3) personnel per might. In aas- .
~ ditfen, eleven (11) men are assigned to the Pesctionary Fam and (13) |
: mt&ﬁm ?eﬁm?ww isstmmnt of ac;xﬁlmy;

" d. One offfcer and two (2) = are fmmm for the Imag Birh mm o
m twe morthe,

6 logieticsl Activitiest
. e Sagisﬁml ?re‘blms _ - 4
(1) The unit ewprly had &iffimlty in. m&g&m m Wﬁo
- plies from the salfe-gervice suprly center. The shortagas Included mﬁﬁa L
folders, wps and silverwste, pam, wmﬁa; and mriaas !walm h -

g (2) Censiderable difficulty was found in abtaiaim Wl‘ sim ﬁf
, eiath:!m from the é&ruet exchange pem.

(3) In mny cases, mgzﬂm from PALE was mﬁaﬂm to- auet the

.; noeds of the unit, uawiﬂly in visw of %his m:;aim for h;ilﬁm m | | _j

:mim in Ia:ng Rivh,

, - Supply ﬁ%iﬁ%iﬁm The mjer aﬁiﬁz;r a!‘ m m m&s&aﬁ ﬂf o
' ‘E&mhg 4n and recotving essantial items ﬁi’ s ips Xy
R wﬂi;g of -the mupply meaﬂia, !’igam are diflio

oo ﬁiﬁ ‘hv . -

. mm Mﬁhiﬁw: mﬁm the uﬂy M of 1?6?3 the age
“and high milesge of tank vehicle bogan to show up in the form of ereched
frames, Yormally, a wehicle with this deficliency was anlvaged, but with
 he ahartsge of task vehicles in the unit, sn altermative was tried.
- The 628 Yaintenance Pattalion began "fish-plating” these oracked frames,

o The method used was necssssry until 1nte May vhen new wehicles wore received

in the nnit* m ;ﬂh&i ef the monsoon seison In June pmmta& an may
| W) |



ﬁmm ?ﬁmaﬁwwmummmmmwmzmﬁ
which obscured greaws fitthps, loose Delts, snd aracked Pframes, Jyakw
shoes had to be replaced more often as 5 yemlt of the shrasive sctfon of
the md. Tn October, while opsrating In the Tong ik ares; the unit bew
gan heving d1ffioultise in both preparing venicles for ordenance and rew
- polving thely within a brief peried of time. Teyaly purts boeame very -
m%mﬁyﬂm&tmmtmmimmﬂaﬁMMNm

‘ Transportation Eabivﬁ;&hm kﬁﬂ&bﬁt sdnindstyative tray taton
vmzh the %65 Tronsportation Compamy waw hiphly insdecuste, a8 & tons
were nsunlly committed mﬁﬁm nﬁ:aminmgt immmm

'mr and mone Miﬂé : ‘

8 Modinal Activitiest The 5636 ton Company pave s oeversl ,
rafosher slaspes on Cirst afd thremphoud m mr, ’mﬁ has no mam
4m1m ﬂmﬁbmﬁu o mﬁiﬂm _

| t. Feod Servios Aetivitiess mﬁ ‘sdditions) reguivements were .
pleced upon the unit mess hall in 1960, The corpeny ws veouired to fess
al} transiont persomral. from te 278k snd Sith Betbalfons who resained
overnizght in Metin, 28 well as the S20th Trane Detachmsnt persiomel.
This cansed & comsidersble heat count fluoustion, and difffeity in both
Araving eufficient rations ard preparing them ix& amticipation of the ,
mubey of persornsl to be served for s pavtioviar mesl.  After the unit
jmhmr,tﬁaaﬁthmnm&ﬁmmﬁwn%%mmmm
salidated mese hall onfC Hall 2.

Bpecial Tventat

mmwczm Wﬁms M*«uﬁsmﬁi ,
1y W Genersl Tnwpastion on 14 3&7 and achisved s soore ar mﬁm

"Wmmiﬁmwm »

B m@t&t‘mm Wﬁmm& imbym Imﬁam&ma
The a&mm&mﬁiaﬁmm mﬁ ’aﬁ;ﬁamsaw f
,mmzmm

& Command Yeinteranve xwm: o 18 m, ﬁ% M
&m ; ¥y m&m the eznit a satisfache rating.

o @ Uit Mﬁ&%ﬁfm Myi ﬁiﬁiﬁa m&rm%i dis mm& Mm -
bration of o unit organization day,

#. Porsonal Achievemsntsr Thmerous avards were provonted hm:ghm 1%9

for driving mMy and total miles driven aceldent M«t ﬁm faohiveenent,
avards were prosented to many ém alorio, aﬁiemsim; m following
- pverds were mm?

»
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563D TRAWSFORTATION COMPANY (MEDTUM TRUCK CARCO)

vm A f:,m am& Homore)

1. aamswmzammyimmmwwmmmmmu
;m%ﬁ‘?ﬁk@g _*wnmm@a ,

2 mmm 10 Jarmry 1942 zt Fort Eix, New Jm

o 3 RMM%WIW@W&MM&%&M&, m< I
mﬁatimﬁw_

ke mmnim axﬁ migmm 3 mm mu; a8 ﬁﬁa m f:m

5. Tnactivated 1 Ssptenber 1945 at Comp mmk Honary, mm* o

- e Eaﬁuigmw 12 vay 1956 an 5634 mmiaa ﬂwﬂw mma /
2o the Bugalar Armys

T Aetimsué 1 ?an 1958 ﬁ’h M m:@is, ﬁrginih ,

&. Ime&imm 15 m 193‘? at. m-s mﬁt&, ?&miait;
9, mfxam 1 Jm 3.%5 at rm Mis, wmmm o
CAMPAIEN mmmrmmx CPEDYY o

o Hlﬁzmcgsi&(" |
M

‘Ehimlﬂé '
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 Amowx C (Unit Orders)
T cortify that one copy each of the wnit orders m in the company Piles
ard due to meghanicsl 4iffeclties, reproduction of unit exders wae not

poweibls in order to mest the suapence date om the unit histery.
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. DEPARTMENY OF THE ARMY |
5631; TRANSPORTATION COMPANY -(MEDIUM TRUCK esme)
- m& Ban ?meiau 96&91 -

WBIMIJWBQ—BIWBQ

1. Immmem On 1 Jamary 1969, the 5631! m:mmutim m:w tm
" leeated at Camp Wileen, Fleihu, RYN under the 124th Transpertstion Battelien
commarded by LTC Mﬁ L. Bing. The key personnel within the 5634 at this

~ Aime were: Cpt. larry Fales, Commendings 1LT John Xehler, Platoon Lesder;
11T William Rebert, Plateen Leader; 1T Harry Sipple,-Flatoon Lesder; OW2
s, Maint. erim: 180 Jamen Bredfords SFC Wright, Truckwmsber; and 580

- David Riggs, Mess Staward. The mission of the 5534 Trans Co was to provide

) -4ransportation for the movemsnt of persennal, genersl carge; and bulk patres
- Jeum produets by motor transpert 4n beth 1lins snd loesl hsul tpm%&amwiﬁhin
the IX Corps Tactical Zone ss dirscted: Avether related mission wae i—m pmidg“

R mwm support te ﬁnﬁq«w'tm, 45th max ﬁﬁm Greup,

2. on3 Jamxv m Mlite dw&m m undt for mum at%er doing an aut-»
 standing Jeb as maintenunce officer for the past two wonths., 590 Sméth toek
~aver the difficult task of the snbire cperstien. On 1 Jammary Lb. Rebart
teok & convey to Cheo Res and further down to Ls Nse (xéﬁlwmtkafmxn \

Ree) in suppert of the ARVNig, mﬁagﬁmmﬁ:mma Sarted making daily

gowvoys to (ui Mion instead of An ¥he. Ja ;-.mﬁsmwwm,m

| the 56 hat &n enbarrasing total of 8 mecoidents during the month, due: m'i&rilf

-

. te the heavy moisturs on the read in the morning. During the lstter part of
the menth the unit participsted in movivg the 1st Brigsds, 4th Divieten oub
~ of Dak To. Both men sl eguipment were moved to Sul Doi. After that there

~ were only infrecuent comveys to Nak Te. chetivﬁyimrmmﬁnm&. &
- rﬁtnmétilyﬁrmth msl&m. ,

. 3. On the 16th of m 1969 11t é‘n!m ‘i'. tch.'i.w raplsm Gp!;. L&mﬁ.
 Falsg. Thers was o’ change of cormand hited by the Battalien

© Commander, LTC Bing, end the &kﬁmpm 1YC Parmer. Onm the Y8th we
~ started sending all new persmme) to the Lih Divisien for a ferssl in country

- training pregram. ﬁismunhmaethn1Mpmmumma
‘received no in eountry training in'the unit, During the esrly part of t’h&
M%aﬂimmn%immmtﬁmm&&mtm ,
- ﬁamiﬂminwe;wwnsam K11 parts of ‘the unit axcept the meter
~_peodl meved in early Dscewber. The meter poel was delsyed becanss of lagk

| . of facilities on Camp Wilsen. Also during the wenth %hﬁrc weare saversl sembat
~smergency missions at night to Kontam with olass § lesds. Activity inevessed

areurd Dak Te during the middle of themmth after the lst Mgudn moved out.

 We had to start making daily runs to Dak Te in support of the 1/52nd mmm’*"

- and tnemmmm, MWMmaﬁttlmsnﬁoam, |



Offlcer, On the th the watt ve received § o1 tre
5 were in poor cobdition,

5+ By the 13th uil g éam' 3 the undt vere oguipped with an aypor plate
- dng kit. On the 15th the unlt received 21 nev trucke %o wepluce the sld

- wdiifuel truske. They are ~equipped with the new tech-owgraph Insturments
1% wos vot mush of en edventage, however, es mwﬁ I _
how to fis thape B0 ot m m of this writing, the tachwowgraph il
it breskn and m*a £t. Supply lested for shout 3 nonthe of @mﬁi@:& The
peefers are contimiing 1o omige problens, The wnll hes not veceived replose
. mente for the m:mswmmtaiw that rotated baok to the States, The madn
- problens sre the doors, body work, end the lwmding legs. Sined feolliides

' m%ﬁ&%%%%;%mwﬁ&%m%mwmm

2 ton teucke we ombinuelly beoking inte them. I hove ppoken to the Offfeer |

fute the problen. mmmwmmwﬁw;wm

$ioe from the 8%h Uroup Covmending Coll Indy, wné obbalined » m@w

POET mmmmwmuﬁmamm@aﬂm, flo vap

wles very plessed with %ﬁwml apasrenos of 4

, %&m&t got & ow Fivet Sergesnt, » 160 Jumes M, Moo, end 164 o '
w5234 Teans Co st 1g Velley, On the mw Muginmﬂx

6y ﬁammhﬂ#mmm%msammmmm*wm ,
Mﬂﬁw,itmw%c ghting®, By the 12th ve received 3 more new
- faok Mmhwmma&mmﬁﬁ* With 25 old tevoke
—wmmmmg& ﬂﬁmm deivers for avout 35 af then so

- 3% sehelon medntensnos betandavd, On 7th of Mey ve started vending
o wrat reefs b kept 3 of the 5 vens end the SH7th

- berh and L‘i’ sipplemmmméwwm&hmm ttalion out of ‘
%‘i‘a 4o Phy Ted. Mﬁ%&%%%ﬁﬁﬁ%%&iﬂ%ﬂ%&ﬁ%% .
sy setivi wmﬁmtmmws. Dek To, Pleflu, Gl Nhon were

aﬁﬂl@éfﬁrwwlm While woving emmo %o Den Het on the 12th; = nman
fron the éth with LT lobertfs vonvwy vas Iilled in setion. There ave very
‘ fme forues In Dek To mow with the ARVI's taking over dbe infentry
pir is suppoved to be the sedd tept for the ANVH irmy. On the 15th,
,, m%mamtmmm-' ot @x’theééwmt‘mma—
ingpested, & rebing of satisfeetory wes swerde. in a1l oress. Ales on the

156k the witt perticlpated in ¢ undt novo of the 1738 from Dua Co to Bon Som.

@
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_thnmmmwmmmmmmm mmzsmamsmg :
_inspected, a rating of satisfactory vas awarded in all aress, Also on the '
15th the uni% participated in & unit move of the 173rd from Bue Co %o Bong
‘,m.,mmlsttwﬂnﬁmm,mmtm%&ﬁh,&gm
Whglﬁ%&j%%th%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ”& o

T Bﬂiyem&tmﬂmmmm nmmﬁmt&amm
' rmtmlamm:mmummm;m&mhﬁa On the 13th
June S¥C Brown srrived as Mess Seargesnt and SP% Rudy was sent bask to the

3k, About this fims the rosd betwsen Dak To and Ben Het was starting to .

get heavy enemy activity. The WVA moved in und almost ocontrolled the road,
Just sbout every convey that LT Robert and LT Sipple tock during the past
two weels was hit, Persomnel situsiion during the latter part of the mombh
. wae oritiosl, Yany headquarters and maintendnce pecple were driving at ﬁh&i
- 4ime.  On the 18th the 5634 underwent an 8th Oroup OMMY and wae awarded -
~ sstisfactory rating, On the 16th of June the convoy wms ht hard going bet
- ween Dak To and Ben Het. The "WHITR LN DY gun Syusk was hit by B-A0
~ rocksts and SOT Rolker was wounded in astion, Other trueks received minoy
damage. On-the 15t 1T Sipple's donvoy was hit st the bottom of the Maing

. Yang Paes, LT BSipple rescted in & herols mavner svd was nominsted for the

Bronas Star with "V devies. mcmmﬁm trying to push through

" to Ben et with the enemy right on the road, 8o on the 24th, they kisked
‘wtatmmmmmr%mvmﬁmmmmmmammm@, 

Ellsworth was killed in wtm. He ‘was mim%aé i’ar the Bronse Star with
"y devise, 8PS Ellaworth had volunteered to ride on the gun truek "Magk
Angol" that day. WMmammﬁintﬁimiat&tmmmsmW :
 NCOTE of MIMITE LICHTNINOY, m&mhtﬁnmtﬂyﬁ%hm&cmﬁ
 wenb on alert. About 30 seconds after the sirven went off, u 122 mm rooket
_mzmmmammmmmm. mxmsiéaafththﬂ
-was demolished. - Pour pecpls were wounded and three wers sent to Jupan, PVT
 Kdavo, 390 Odbson, snd BFC Pllotte. Amaeing aw it was, PVT Aldavo wea m o
‘only ons in the building that got hurt. ALl of the cthers were stending in

. am ayen Where ancther 122 sm rocked hit., Yt was the worst day for the 5634

 in Vietsm, » botal of 1 Ki, § VIA, end & bufldtng destrereds. 46 the very

ot of the monkh drivers started o filter ne

" Piatoon Lesder and

v Mﬂlioﬂ; B

afber sevving as S« Offfowr in

4op shirt in the sompany. On 15 Svdy LT Haigh joi
assning other varions sxtra o

, f,hgmaﬁmm,mmmmwammmmmm
© the w  dendwline rate wan 3,95 for My, reflecting the efforts of
,mmmmmmm,mmmam&,é&mmm msh,m

'mmeaaymmmh@m”n,mmammwzmﬁm

o

m«- in he wndte OPYS Ml‘m | -
“ti 13 Noberts ralioed 10 0 M
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9. The month of August wae rather cuiet and uneventful in momt respeota,
However, a convoy to Fle Mel was believed to be "AWOL® until it was lear-
ned that an estimated twe battalions of WVA forged the oomvoy to resain at -
Ple Mei for saverel davs. The sawp thers received rockeis and mortars, but.
none of our persomnel were injured, Again in August the desd line rate was

 3,5%, The wnit drove 84,000 miles vhile runninmg conveys to Cul Yeon, An

Xhe, ard Dak To, Thers were sniper incidents soattered throughout the momth,
tut nothing occurved of any sonmecuencs., The average daily strength wes.
149 personnel, reflscting apain of 5 men over July. ' ,

10, This month brought with it many challenges as’ well as problems for the |

| E63d Trans Coi. During the first part of September, we went on combat slert

&t 2200 hours and remained on line or in bunkers throughout the entire night
in expectation of an enemy atbtack which never occurred. The fallowing mor=
ning the frivers were found to be quite aleepy in the convoy staging aves,
but by convay pull time they wers awske and alert for their line haul opera=

tion. On 10 September, 11T James ¥, Cresr joined the 5634 Trans Co, bedoming

the Jrd Platoon lLesdor, His services wers much needed, se 117 Haigh had
been the convoy commander for 811 our unit?s convoys prior to 1LT Creer's
sseignment. Then on 15 Septerber at 2200, BPL Williams was swardaed the
Bronge Star with "V* deveces for rescuing a wounded driver, while recelving
intonss enemy fire, On 19 Beptember at 2200 heurs, ohr unit received ore .
ders for a wnit redeployment to the Long Bink area. The crders spooified
thst the unit would mowe in two phasest The main body would depsrt via con-

 yoy from Pleliu on the 26th of September, arrive in Oui hom and ROV that

everdrg, and depart on the 27¢h by 1978 fer Saigen. The other body of re-
maining persornel wenld fly from Pleilu te Tin Son Mt on the 26th and an~
eist the 4 man advance party in preparation of the unit arriwml. By 30
September, the 5634 Trems Co would be operational in leng Binh, Thus, the
suddeness and unexpectancy of these unit radeployment erders along with the
1inited time to comply with them presented each man with a challenge., Ba-
sleally, the challenge wne in the areas of preperty acopuntability and the
actual loading at Plallm, 50T, YWousns, scting supply sergeant, was on FiR,

| ~ leaving PFC Puls and FFO Carr in supply. leither of thess men was esperien- |
ged, se the ordinary business of lateral transfers for preperty to be left

behind as wAll 78 the transfer of property in mairpenance became quite & |

© preblem area. To comlement this, the property book Officer; 17. Halgh was
preparing the convey operations for the unit move, Secondly, we were never

given firm reply as to vhat means would be umed to pack the property until

" the 1sst day befors packing began, Fimally, all property was loaded inte

connax containers and sexled. This was accomplished the day before cur con-

 woy wag scheduled to depart, Due to unexpected breaidowns, fork-iifts were
sti11 loading connex containera on S4P trailers up until 2300 hours the night
_ before the move. Then at 0900 heurs on 26 September, I7C John Kramer, 12Lth.
 Prans Bn Commander, read his farowell address amidst the sounds of fanfare

msie provided by the ith Infantry Division Band, At 0930 heurs the 5634

~ Tyane Co departed the contral highlande for Cul 'hon and yltimetely, Long
Birh, The remaininy members departed at 1745 hours from Flsllm Alr Rase
leaving a 10-man detail behind for cleaning oporations, Thres days were

W
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spent on the 18T%s, w0 everyone in the convoy was uém' pleased to fimlly
arrive at Saigon tie evening of the 29th, By 30 Ssptember, the unit was opera~
- tional under the Tih Bn, L68th Trane Gp, and 414 send vehicles our on commite
ments. Mach of the responsibility fer beceming eperational rested with the

- advanas party of ILT Greer, SCT Punce, and eapseislly 90C Ligon, the truek-
master. These men had the company area inproved as well as provided eoordina~
tion on the move and aur arrival hers. The suceessful completion of the unit-
radeployment move vaw &leo aided by the assistancs previded by 1'7C John Rruen,
7th Trans Bn commender and hie staff. They wers quite helpful in providhg

coordinating infermstion for all phases of the meve, and 454 provide a Ylasen’ ,
mn to us & few days prior to the wwe from Plellm. Ouwr billeting Pacilities,
~ as well as moter peel facilities, at T.C. HI11 #2 ot Long Birh were quite dise
sppointing, The bulldings were old wooden structures, in need of repsiry PSP -
provided aldewalks over the muddy grounde; theye were ne maintenance buildings,

orly tente. Thus, improvement on these aress wam our second task after convey
operations, Our miesion here was the Line haul eperations in support of fie)d
unite eperating in the I Corpe and II Corps ares. By the ond of Beptember =
thongh much adjustment in these above mentioned aress provided a tremendeus
~ ¢hallsnge for monthe to come. Aversge daily strength was 140 men duriig Sep-

- tembor., With thess 140 men, the 563¢ Trans Co begsn ite opsrations under the

7th Trans Bn, 48th Trans Cp as » line haul unft.

11+ During the first part of October, svaryone was attempting to sdinst to
- "jdth Oroup" convoy operations. In addition, moh feeling wis edpressed a-
~ beut eur leaving the gun trucke in Pleilm, as thems war wegens provided cone
voy security in‘the central highlands, In 48th Cyeup seeurity is provided :
by 25th Inf Div, 11 ACR, ard the WPip Prom verious units, Thus, the 563¢ men
‘Jost the persermsl contset with thelr secarity elements. By mid-Oestobey,
- most drivers had dnewledge of convey staping aress; loading and offelesding
- points, as weil as the various destinations.: 150 Roberts began a compeny
Improvement drive, adding conorete sidewalke, new shewwrs, einks, and lstrines
- -in the company area, The bigyest preblem the 5638 faced wae that of a 15,57,
dead line rate. This was dus in part to the Airfionity of getting repair
- parte g well as an extended pericd of time before wehiolew wers returned
from erdiiarco. Despite this, the company dreve 138,000 miles during Octo-
ber. Averags dally strempth wae 130 parsomnel, = =
12, Maintonance econtinued to plagus the 5634 thyvoughout Nowesber, resulting
An & e 5% dond live rates Alse, 50T Imith, Maintenance WO, deparied for a
30~days leave, so ¥r. Walker had to supervise more on a daywto~day basis as
wall as wanage the oversll mansgement funotion. In addition, the high seeis
dent rate of the 5634 terded to inerease the maintenance preblem, On 18 Now
venber, CPT Michaal Coddard sesumed command of the 563¢ Trans Co., CPT Shige-
zaws, the retiring U0, was presented a Bronse Btar for schievement by 170
Bruen, 7th Battalion Commander, Also, the company had a party in recognition
of hin services, CPT Ceddard began vommand with & persommel study and reeal-
leestion of key NCO's and qualifisd drivers within the unit fer baetter per- -
formance. He also gave command emphasis to & much nesded meintemance program,

(%)
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ewpecially first schelon, and stressed the mmam of éﬂm mmy. .
~ On 22 Novesbher; mm’sﬁmymamm,mmummm&mm '
mvﬁmmi 8*L Ahearn, belrg wournded and meven of cur wehicles belng

 deglared combat losses, a?la Ahearn recsived & Purple Heart and Erense Star

L ih "V devics for his actions during the swbushi  Cited for-valer in avtion
waye 1LY Creer, Yarch Unit Commssnder, SPL Yerfoet, 5PL Noutte, SPL Defec, 90T 7
. Spring, SOT Catican, PRC White, 5P, Pimia; 8Ph Brm, PPC York, ard §P4 Pape
"nk. &‘!‘t}msﬁaﬁé that he was quite pleased with the streng bend of co=
eperation and comradehip displayed at 3‘”‘5 Be during the svibugh, Certainly, -

~ -this helpad reduce the amennt of Iruery snd dsmage mx«mwmm _
- #ised enemy force. The unit drove Mgﬂa& wiles during the mosth of m SR
~“in part reflecting en the bs.gh doad lﬁm :n#a, 'ﬁu amago dasir :tmagth -

was 129 pmm , ,

13. 3%3 fnfth Mum l‘rsa 30 days Yeave on 3 m:-, ﬁma aXlewing 5&.
 Walker te fecus mere attention on the ever sll mainmtenance. prograd. Also
the sompery initiated several new pelices yput eut by CPT Ceddard,
- Commander, Tn erder te oloser identify & Sruek with o certafn ér!mr aagh :

- yehicle wae assigned 8 certein driver permanently whe stayed with his wh&ait_ '
, when cemmitted for eperatiens, and vho also remsined with his vehicle when
- - for mainterancs purpssas it was held off the roud and sent to the neintenance.

" geotion. Ta addition te this, such driver whess vehicle passes an immpeetion
by the mﬁnrm;a&mia is suthorized te write whatever nume he

choeses on the doors. When & scowpany metto is selested, this will be writtem

" omthe busper, Thes far, this abeve incentive progrem has given the men

~ $dentity with their vehicles, and thus & certain feeling of responsibility
and pride in their vehicles, Morale benefited from this PIOZYaR &N & rmli

o w: its affaﬁimua Oversll, the command emphasis placed en meintenance

positive, tangidle results. Sines initiation of new command

S -mmmmmmmmrmhmm a8 woll s fowver vehicles
- geing o oxdinsnes. In additien, thnmdm:mammnmtmu
- & renlt of verrective diseiplimary action taken in driver fanit-aceidents.

© maw. The wnit dreve 7,000 niles durd
L ae e
o ,f{,;f‘;hafat sarious in However, & streng bond of -

Drivers sesm were alert-snd oertsinly mere swere of meter vehicle eparations
,,;m,mimmat?,ﬁ%m ER
_over-lust momth. This rate sheuld me e 4 ,_'__:_jﬂM%hgammt
- | nce pregram Sakes of et nove cenpletely. Over the Jast
. severnl months, riciel tensions have Mﬁy—&ﬁtu@ n T¢ Kiii %i mﬁm Lo
';ﬁﬁhumhmiﬂ,m‘mﬁum&i%uﬁwmy; ‘oewpany mebbe. - '

- i g bt ¥ "0 Bebert O, Partor soounst somant of tme T m s
L - 8n en 10 Decesber, MW%&!M#MMMW!&M o

- offiowr and

mymtmwﬁtulmmm 1y as thews relste o =
. sfficers dutios snd respomoibilities. On'18 ﬁn, o

SR ‘f‘rlﬂ!‘&iﬁkmmw rmmmame- mmmuﬁmm

S up 8o TOAR Level by Wo arr

Trane Ce. &Tm&hmhursﬁgmm”mﬁﬁwm&mw
el . !&?Mi&mﬁ;;_ﬁ,_ mmmm, "

(6) -
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ﬂtli as various extra éntﬁ.u. The aversge &nﬁ; ﬁrmﬁh ms 138 Mﬁ.

showing a net gain of 9 people over Nevembers Cualified drivers still remsin,
hoveyer, iIn shert mipriy and grest desmind, Christone day wms enjoysd by svery-
one, a8 slmost everyone had u dusy off, A party wvas held Decombar 2Uith in the

 evening. CPT Geddard snd the 180 Perry Roberts, distriduted gift-bage sent

“from wellowashars in the U.8.A Turkey dirmer ml served in the mews hall the -
twernty~Pifth, and wns very goed. Afterwards, men either played "Pubt-Puts”
golf, baseball, basketball, went swirming, or wrote lstiters heme, as the much
" needed and évsewaé day - off had fimally arrived, The following day, howew
veor, the mission was resumed as umtlg On 29 Degenber, Mr. ¥aiksr depsried
-for Can Tho, to betome maintenande afficer there, as the unit hus been withe
out one for several monthe now, (W3 Frazier wes assizned as the now warrant
officer in the 5634. As the new year approsches, and with 1t our ACT 19 Peb-
} mry, tks Company i&m Emn pmpnring Smmsimgly tea' thit inspﬂetim*




| Anmex. F {mmm Prtgzma)

1, In sdditiem to mmory mbj:et msnszng th-s 8684 Msmhtiu M '
pany develeped training pregrams for Initisl drivers, tyaining for all pur-
msonnel newvly sarrived inﬂstmsmiﬂdrmmm ard oress
'ﬁn&nﬁg programs. for miﬂtmm pammela "

‘2. The fresher Drivers mmm Prograw was amlaetad nudw the Wm ,
of the Operstions Officer and Trukmester, It consisted of onm week of alase
room training and OJT on such subjecte as Vistoawese traffic laws, defenvive
driving technimmen, operaters maintensncs, and sonvey operations. This was

supplenented by & Mﬁ of utilliveing vew parsomnsl as shot-gunriers sy sseds

- _ﬁu& drivers rw ene &ﬁéiﬁiml mk for mniﬁmtim in c&eh sapoct of
": ¥u

| '3;. he Refragher Br&wm *!‘raiaing program wag vmduetwe! &fkw aorml dutgy
: !w&rs. mﬁtﬁiﬂg -of ¢lass yoom training on defensive driving techniques, V
v ue dreffic lows arsd road signe, Vhen deemed desirable; special sub~

© jeots of current inderest were ineluded to tafler the subjest to the indivie

dual, Hewever, in the Leng Binh ares, sl begining dr%bors nttam!ud 8 mk
- tourse gim L Tth Trane: aa and M&ng me mk.

ke 'The uma m zmmm pmm WAS wm&uetaé hy m t}aﬁs ﬁhiau
. tenance Officer and the Maint Bergearty
!‘ami mxmm im;m m! M&Jﬁ tmiﬁmg B

Ty eamm primﬁiy of ﬁzr- o



~ Annex G (Progross Charts)

" The atached yrepress charts shew the davelopments of the 5634 Transports
. tden Company (Medium Truok Carge) during 3960,

© MILES TRAVRLRD . TONS.CARTIED
© mowmMEs . momw shes

-

Deelm® - e
TOTAL 165,769  TOML 203,915
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PREFACE
The purpose of this unit history is to report the activities of the
567th Transportation Company (TS) and its contribution to the mission of
the United States Arumy.
This report covers the period from 1 January 1967 until 31 December
1967,



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
567TH TRANSPORTATLION COMPANY (TERMINAL SERVIGE)
APO San Francisco 96384

The 567th Transportation Company (Terminal Service) on 8 January 1967,
sent a detachment of one hundred and sixty-eight men to Dong Tam, RVN, in
the Mekong Delta in support of the 9th Infantry Division which was estab-

lishing a base camp for operations in the Delta.1

Captain Donald L. Gregg, Commanding Officer of the 567th, was in charge
of the move which was accomplished aboard LCU's and an LST. The detachment,

personnel and equipment were loaded at US Army Terminal, Newport.

During the veriod from 8 January 1967 until 31 December 1967, the strength
of the Dong Tam detachment was reduced until it reached the present strength
of 17 men, As the efficiency of the detachment inereased, the detachment
was able to expediously increase the various levels of stockage, thus the

number of water craft to be discharged decreased to the current requirements.

At approximately 0200 hours on the morning of & April 1967, the Dong
Tam detachment received eighty-two rounds of mortar rounds in the Company
area. There were only two injuries both of whiech were relatively minor.
This small casualty rate was due largely to the good defensive measures

practiced and the sandbagging of all tents and bunkers in the company area.



In a change of command ceremony on 10 March 1967, Captain Roger J.
Cavanaugh assumed command of the 567th. Captain Donald L. Grege had been

Commanding Officer of the 567th since its activation in April of 1966.2

On 30 March 1967 the 567th again underwent a mission change. The
Staging Area mission was given to the 154th Transportation Company (Terminal
Service) and the 567th took over the mission of dischurging ships at Deep
Draft #3. General Eifler, Commanding General of the lst Logistical Command,
was present for the ceremony. The mission included staging and shipping

of cargo ag well as the discharging of ships.

Un the 1lst of April a detail began constructing Adams Huts in the
company érea. This transition from tents to Adams Huts continued until all
personnel were quurtered in the new huts. In addition a Day Room, Orderly
Room, Supply Room and an Arms Room were constructed. A superlative shower
wag also included in the midst of the meny other construction projects. So
well constructed is this shower that it bas been hailed as the finest in the
Battalion because of its part-time warm water capability. With the com-
pletion of the shower, a company arca beautification program was undertaken,
This program consisted primarily of the planting of several dozen trees
throughout the company area. These trees do a great deal to enhance the
appearance of the area, As time goes by the esthetic value will certainly

multiply many times over,



By late September and early October the company reached an all time low
in both personnel and equipment strength. On 4 October 1967 the morning
report read 5 officers and 120 enlisted men. At times there were only ten
to fifteen men per platoon present for duty at Newport. At this low ebb the

average dischurge per 24 hour day was approximately 200 short tons.

Toward the end of October releif came in the form of replacements from
such unlts as the First Infantry Division, Fourth Infantry Division, and the
221lst Signal Battalion. However, none of these people were trained steve-
dores. An immediate intensified training program was undertaken to bring
these new troops up to the 567th stevedoring standards. Under the direction
of the Company Commander, the Plutoon Leaders, and the Platoon Sergeants, an
extensive schedule of daily training was conducted on such subjects as
safety, rigging the ships gear, and other general stevedoring practices.
Under this training and direct supervision the tonnage out-put for the month
of November jumped to an all time high of 821.8 short tons per 24 hour day.
Contributing immeasurably to this program was the decision to give all
troops a day off per week. It might be further noted that during the last
two months of the year the men of the 567th weiled together into a highly

efficient unit with outstanding morale.

On 27 November 1967, the 567th received its third GO in a change of

command ceremony: CPT James C. Arnold, T¢? Under the direction of Captain

Arnold, the 567th prepares to carry forward into the new year its high

standards and morale,



GLOSSARY
RVN Republic of Vietnam
TML Terminal

TS Terminal Service
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FOOTNOTES
General Orders, lst Logistical Commend, Number 62, 23 December 1966
Unit Order, 567th Transportation Company (TS), Number 25, 10 March 1967

Unit Order, 567th Transportation Company (TS), Number 100, 26 November 1967



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY (jg%;:>

568TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (ACFT GS)
APO Seattle 98731

3 March 1970

SUBJECT: Annual Supplement to Unit History

THRU: Commanding Offi
69th Suppo attalion (PROV)

ATTN: SA-N
Seattle 98731 3 %7é

TO: Commanding Officer
69th General Support Battalion
ATTN: ARSA
APO Seattle 98749

1. There have been no supplements submitted for the 568th Transportation
Company (ACFT GS) since 1963 so the interim will be covered briefly with
information that could be collected at this time followed by the annual
supplement for 1969.

2., In 196l from 13 January through 18 February the 568th Transportation
Company participated in Exercise Polar Siege. The main portion of the
unit remained in garrison at Fort Waimwright to provide general support
for all army aircraft. A direct support field team was dispatched to
Fort Greely to support elements there. The company was under the comm-
and of Major Walter J. Ganevsky at this time,

3. Exercise Polar Strike was conducted from 2L January 1965 through
19 February 1965. Again the company remained in garrison for a general
support mission and dispatched a direct support team to Fort Greely.

L. TFrom 3 January 1967 to 10 February 1967, Exercise Frontier Assualt
required the company to complete its general support mission at Fort
Wainwright, while the direct support field team again moved to Fort
Greely to conduct its mission. August of 1967 saw disaster strike
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Fort Wainwright and the Fairbanks area. The waters of the Chena River -
‘rose to a critical level., On the 13th of August the company provided
post engineers with a generator and light set as they worked to remove
log jams in the river. On the 14th of August the river broke from its
course and began to inundate the lower areas in the Fairbanks and Fort
Weinwright vicinity. Every man in the 568th Transportation Company
worked long hours to move shop equipment out of the reach of the swirl-
ing waters. On 15 August, one of the company's generator crews moved to
Bassett Army Hospital to provide emergency lighting and remained on the
Jjob for the next two days. - Continuously during the flood stage the company
used its water trailers to provide uncontaminated water to the residents
on post. The personnel of the entire company worked continuously and
often in the face of dangerous situations to provide relief to civilian
as well as military people in this civil disaster.

5., 1969 began with one of the longest cold spells on record for Alaska
~weather, In the middle of this severe weather, persomnel of the 568th
Transportation Company participated in Exercise Acid Test I. The
company functioned in its general support mission and gained much exper-
ience and knowledge in particularly severe sub-zero conditions. At this
time the company was under the command of Major Henry R. Northridge.

In May 1969 the first UH-1D helicopter arrived in Alaska, and the company
added another aircraft to its mission for general support. New skills
were learned, and new equipment was received to support these and addi~
tional UH-1D's that arrived in July. In October 1969 Major Northridge
took command of the 69th Support Battalion (Provisional) and Captain
Aubrey L. Baker assumed command of the company. In December a team of
seven men were flown to Bethel, Alaska to perform direct support main-
tenance on National Guard aircraft. These men worked without any type
of shelter with make-shift equipment under the most severe of weather
conditions to complete their job in most superb fashion.

CPT, ORD
Unit Historical Officer



UNIT HISTORY
568th TRANSPORTATTION COMPANY (ACEFT GS)
19th AVIATTON BATTALTION
APO Seattle 98731

1. The year 1970 saw several major changes for the 568th Transportation
Company (ACFT (GS). Three Commanding Officers and two First Sergeants

took their turns ob guiding the company during the past year. The company
was under the leadership of Captain Aubrey L. BAKER until Major Henry R.
NORTIMIDGE returned from his position as Acting Commander of the 69th
Support Group 2L April 1970, On 11 October 1970, Major Herbert L. DIGNER
arrived from Fort Sill, Oklohoma and assumed command on 26 October 1970.
15G Naymond P, NELSON turned over his duties in May 1970 to SFC Ronald E.
STEVENSON who had previously served with the 335th Transportation Company
at Chu Lai, Viet Nam. 135G NELSON was relocated to Hangar number six and

agsumed the duties of Sergeant Major "minor" under the Deputy Commander of

2. On 15 April 1970, the company was transferred from the 69th Support
Group to the 19th Aviation Battalion. This new chain of command has pro-
ven beneficial in that we are now working with & headquarbers that is more
Aviation oriented. On OL fugust 1970, the company began operating under
its newly proposed MIO&E, 55-158GAT01, This change established the 568th
ag a "Fixed Base" unit and expanded its direct support and general support
maintenance capabilities to include provisions for OV-1 Mohawk and the CH-
17 Chinook. While relstively few man hours of General Support level main-
tenance have heen required on the CH-L7 helicopters in Alaska, the OV-1's
have grown to be a familiar sight around the 568th hangors. This is pri-
morily due bo the fact that the Mohawks did not undergo an TROAN program

prior to arriving in Alaska with its 60 below zero winter temperutures.

| 770



The introduction into Alaska of these two types of aircraft called for a
major revamp of our hydraulic shop operations and the SLAR and Infrared
test equipment caused the Avionics Repair Platoon to grow right out of

the hangar. They are now adding the finishing touches to their own shop
which will be very impressive when completed.

3. IExcept for a realigment of some MOS skills, the total of authorized
personnel remained basically unchanged under the new MI'O&R. Being an air-
craft maintenance company, test flights made up a considerable portion of
the flight hours logged for the year. However, the pilots and crewmembers
of the 568th must participate in operational missions with sister units to
meet anmnual and semi-snnual flight winimums. During the year the units!
organic aircraft, one U-1A Otber and one UH-1D Huey flew a total of over
350 hours in support wissions.

L. The apparent attractiveness of converting to UFixed Base" and not having
bo live in tents and maintain aircraft outside during the cold Arctic win-
ters were soon forgotten by the men of the 568th during ACID TEST IIT con-
ducted in early December. Also, the LO hour work week drifted into immedi-
ate oblivion as a maximum effort was initiated in early November to provide
as many aircraft as possible to the operating units to fly during ACID TEST,
5. As 01 December rolled around, the twelve to fourteen hour work days
soon stretched into twenty-four hour work days and slesep was something one
grabbed a few hours of between crisis. All members of the 568th were on
twenty-four call at home, if not working, and very few ever engaged a full
nights' sleep during the field exercise. Despite temperstures that stayed
around -13° at Fort Wainwright during early December, many hours were spent
atbempting to rig the U-21 aircraft engines outside the comforts of a warm

hengar,



6. Several recovery operations were performed by members of this unit
during the yesr. One of the more notable achievements involved the re-
trieving of a U-1A which went down in the Glenallen area of the Alaskan
Range. A recovery team was sent oul to diswentle the aircraft and bring
it back on two flatbed trailers. All went well until the return trip was
underway. Upon approaching the Tsabelle Pass area, high winds and snow
conditions made it almost impossible to see. SFC Alvin R. MOIST, leading
the convoy in his own automobile, relates how he had to lean oul the
door and follow the highway line markings to make any progress. Two mem-
bers of the team, SPS5 James C. DICKERSON and SP5 Rickey I. STROTHERS, re-
ceived Letters of Appreclation for their contributions to the success of
the mission. A sccond indident involved the recovery of another Otter ot
Tuluksak, Alagka, Before it could be flown, the alrcraflt reguirved repairs
and an engine change involving nearly two weeks of on-site work. At times
the temperatures fell well into the minus one hundred degree range. These
events typlfy what is generally considered routine missions by the seasoned
"Sourdoughs" of the 568th,

a. Due to the adverse weather conditions during winter months in Ala-
ska, numerous probleiis have arisen concerning cold weather operations.
A program has been inltliated to study the effects of sub-zero temperatures
on flight personnel and equipment., The 568th has discovered rigging prob-
lems on both engines and propellers of the U-21 aircraft in tewmperatures
below minus thirty-five degrees. Problems have also developed with the
complex hydraulic systems of both the (H-L7 and the O0V-1. The skilled
personnel of the 568th have combined their efforts with the efforts of
other units and those of civilian technical representatives to help resolve
these problems. WMany extra man hours have been devoted in an attempt to
develop techniques, doctrines, and equipment to operate succegsfully ond

continually al temperatures in excess of 60 below.



b, The 568th has several second tour Alaska personnel among whom is
558G Bruce I. NEILES. SS0 NELLGS was the first recipient of the Purple
Heart Award in the Viet Nam conflict. He received 2 leg wound on 12
January 1962 while flying as gumner on a CH-21 helicopter. An article
sppeared in LIFE magazine covering the incident which brought it to
President John F, KENNEDY's attention. The President then initiated the
award for the military personnel in Viet Mom, SSG NELLES served with
this vnit in 196k and 1965 and has been with the company this tour since
August of 1969,

c. Several members of the 568th earned Post Soldier of the Month
Awards during 1970 at Fort Wainwright, Alaska. They include SPS Lee 4.
DYKEMA for the month of August, SPE William P. RUTLEDGE for September,
SPh David R, CARTER for October, and SPL Howell G, RICHARDSON for the
month of November. [wo enlisted personnel received the Battalion
Soldier of the Month Awerd. They were SPl John J. POPEK in January
and for June, SP5 Allison FISH was the recipient.

d. Turning to sports the summer season for the 568th was highlighted
with a chomplonship softball team. Under the pitching ability of SI'C
John J, JUSTICE, the team swept the Ranger Softball League with a sixteen
win~one loss record. They emerged as the 1970 USARAL Softball champions
by winning the annual tourney held at Fort Wainwright. The success of
this year's team has everyone in eager anticipation for the beginning of

a new sedson next summer.

Al oot

DELYVIN R, TROST
CPT, TC
Unit Historian
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DEPARTMENT QF THE ARMY
572D TRANSPORTATION CQMPANY (MEDIUM TRUCK)
APO 961,91
AVCA SGN AB A HT 11 April 1970

UNIT HISTQRY

The 572d Transportation Company (Medium Truck) (Cargo) was originally
activated on 31 July 1942, in the Army of the United States as Company C,
L8Lth Quartermaster Battalion, and concurrently converted and redesignated
Company C, L8hth Port Battalion Transportation Corps.

The company was activated on 15 December 1942, at the Transportation Corps
Unit Training Center, Indiantown Gap Military Reservation, Pemnsylvania.

During World War II, the company was actively involved in the Rome-frno
Campaign, the Southern France Campaign, and the Rhineland Campaign.

On 25 January 194L, Company C was reorganized and redesignated as the 572d
Port Company. It was inactivated on 2 December 1945 at Camp Miles Standish,
Massachusets.

On 12 January 1956, the company was redesignated as the 572d Transportation
Company (Terminal Service) and allotted to the Regular Army. It was activated
on 1 February 1956, at Ft Bustis, Virginia, and inactivated on 20 May 1957 at
the same location.

On 1 July 1966 at Ft George G. Meade, Maryland, the 572d Transportation Company
(Medium Truck) (Cargo), was reactivated and sent to the Republic of Vietnam.

It was assigned to the Tth Transportation Battalion (Truck), L8th Transportation
Group (Motor Transport) at Long Binh Post, Vietnam. The unit arrived in Vietnam
in October 1966.

The unit was moved to Tay Ninh for Operations Junction City and Manhattan in
February thru May 1967, when it returned to Long Binh.

In March of 1968 the unit moved to Dong Ha to support the lst Cavalry Division.
In November of the same year the unit returned to the 48th Group in Long Binh,
and was reassigned to the 6th Transportation Battalion (Truck).

Since that time the unit has been used exclusively for line haul to the forward
areas: The lst Infantry Division at Dian and Lai Khe, the 1lth Armored Cavalry
Regiment at Quan Loi, the lst Air Cavalry Division at Quan Loi and Phouc Vinh,
The 25th Infantry Division at Tay Ninh, Dau Tieng, and Cu Chi, the 9th Infantry
Division at Tan An and Dong Tam, and the Royal Thai Army and Australian Lrmy at
Bear Cat and Vung Tau.

The wnit had totaled up 8,822,689 miles in the Republic of Vietnam as of
12 February 1970. With all this mileage rolling up against the men and
equipment, the unit still mansged a fantastic 96% on their CMMI on

9 Jamaary 1970.
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DEPARIMENT OF THE ARMY
572D TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (MITK)
APO US FOLCLS 96495

AVCA=DN-57-572-C0 , 15 June 1968

UNIT HISTORY

The 572d Transportation Company (Medium Truck) (Cargo) was originally
activated on 31 July 1942, in the Army of the United States as Company C,
48.th Quartermaster Battalion, and concurrently converted and redesignated
Company C, A84th Port Battalion Transportation Corps.

The company was activated on 15 December 1942, at the Transportation
Corps Unit Training Center, Indiatown Gap Military Reservation, Pennsylvania,

During World War II, the company was actively involved in the Rome-Arno
Campaign, the Southern Iance Campaign, and the Rhineland Cappaign.

On 25 January 1944, Company C was reorganizec and redesipgnated as the
5720 Port Company. It was: inactivated on 2 December 1945 at Camp Myles
Standish, Mass.

22

<0~ %

On 12 January 1956, the company was redesignated as the 572d Transportation
Company (Terminal Service) and alloted to the Regular Army, It was activated
on 1 February 1956, at Ft lustis, Virginia, and inactivated on 20 May 1957 at
the same localtion. ‘

The company was reactivated on 1 July 1966 at Ft George G. Meade, Maryland
as the 572d Transportation Company (Medium Truck) (Cargo), The company was
reassigned to the 7th lransportation Battalion, A8th Transportation Group in
Long Binh, Vietnam, APO US Forces 96491, The 572d arrived in Vietnam in
October of 1966, Involved in general logistical support for combatl units in the
III & IV Corps area, the company was involved in direct support to participa-
ting units involved in Operalion Gadsen beginning on 28 January 1967. The 5724
moved to Tay Ninh and remained there through Operation Junction City, which
began on 18 February 1967, and Operation Manhattan on 20 April 1967. Upon
conclusion of Operation Manhattan, the 572d returned to Long Binh and continued
their mission of general support to the tactical units in the IIT & IV Corps
ared.

Elements of the 5724 Transportation Company (Headquarters, 1st Platoon,
and Maintenance Section) departed Long Binh on 5 March 1968 by LST reporting
to USASUPCOM Da Neng (Prov), APO US Torces 96349, On March 1968 the uvnit
started fulfilling commitments transporting cargo from Da Nang to Phu Bai,
Vietnam, The unit again moved on 21 March 1968 and arvived at Dong Ha, APO US
Forces 96269, On 22 March 1968, and immediately started transporting supplies
and equipment in supporl of Operation Pegasus Lam~Son 207 dolivering cargo
daily to Ca Lu, Vielnam. On 18 April 1968 the 5724 was parlt of the convoy 1o
kXhe Sanh, ''he unit upon arrival at present location was assigned to the 26th



AVCA=DN= 57w 57200 15 June 1968
UNIT HISTORY (Con't)

General Support Group and further assigned to the 57th Transportation
Battalion (Truck).

On May 10, 1968 the unit moved to Utah Beach with the mission of Line Huul
and beach clearance in support of the 1st Cav Airmobile and other units in
The Quang Tri, Dong Ha area,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
597TH TRAUVSPORTATON COMPANY
AP0 96226

17 January 19T

SUBJECT: Aniuwael Unit History -~ 1970
SEE DISTRIBUTION

YTRODT [
1, IETRCDUCTION:
The 5974h Transport.tion Company (Medimm Truek Corgo) has been nssigned in Viet
Wem since 23 June 1965, It is a member of the 27th Transportstion Batiolion
and 3th Transportotion Group. The 597th Tr-nsportotion Company was one of the
Pirst wmite to be assigned to the Central Highlands and the first to rm a convoy

from Qui Whon to Ankhe and Pleikw

2. MISSICH AND RESOURCES:

-~

a, Misgiont The 597th Transportction Company transports general cargo,
aminition, and pershieble foods to U.sS. Militery bases throughout Military
Repion 2.

b, Capobilitiest During 1970 over 124,772 short tons of corgo were:
hauled over 1,924,504 miles, a slight increase from 1969, The 597th Trong-
poxtotion Comnanyls 25 vefriger~ted vang and six closs I stake and platform
trailers supplied the Ath Infantry Division, the 173xrd Adrborne rigade, and
all other Army units in the 2nd Mlitary Region with pershicbles, The 507th
was also cssigned 14 express vans to haul valmoble post exchrnge merchandise,
loundry, »nd mail to tlese wnits, Tractors not required to pull reefers

with general cargo.

¢, Orgenimationt The 5974h 1s divided into o company he. dquorters and
headguerters section, three truck platoons, and a maintensnce and reefer section.

de Porsomneld During the period of 1 Janvary 1970, the compeny never
operated at full strength. Squad lenders and non-commissioned officers
volunteered o drive trucks in linme haul operatior.: so that the it could
carry ont its mission, Howevcor, with the redployment of wmits bto the United
States and the reassignment of thelr personnel in Viotnam, the 597th was
brought up to authorized ghrength in Decenber 1970,

e, Vehiclest Althoush the company is authorized 60 five~ton tructors,
52 were assicmed o the wiss to eorry its wmission., The compony also hed
available four 4 ton trucks for use as convoy command and control vehicles
and control vehicles ond thwree 2% ton trucks for usc by company headquarters.



SUBJECT: Amwal Unit History - 1970

f, Facilitieg: TImprovements were made Ho the fueilities of the 597th
throughout the year, DBrryacks ond ncintonence shops were repainted,
gsandbagged and concrete bunkers were rebhuwllt , and individual rooms were
redecor~tod throuchowt the yerw, The day room, "'he Trickers Lounse" w' e
also wedecor-ted and a hot water system was built for the shower, BEach night
movies continved o be shown i the compainy arca.

3, OPERATICTS AND TRATNTIICS

a. Trainings Although training schednles are maintained, sctual attendance
ig emall due to the 24 hour operations of the mmit, convoys remaining overnight,
and varying dubty shifts, OSpeclal emphasis is placed on commind information
and safety briefings., All newly assigned personnel receive a complete briefing
within five deys ofter thelr ascigimont to the company,

be Oombat Service Support Cperatlionss The 597th engaged in line havl
operations frow its home et Camp Vasguew in Phu Tai, near Qi Mhon, It
sends convoys throughout the 2nd Military Regions; west to Pleiku and
Ankhe, sowth to Tuy Hoa, and north to LZ English near Bong Son, The
company also helped o resupply the 4th Infantry Division during the Cambodian
oneration in May and assigted in the move of Tuy Hoa Air Force Base 1o Cam
Ranh Bay in Octoberw,

¢, Coibet Actions: The men of the 597th braved numerous ambushes
vhile drivinsg in convoys up Ankhe <nd Mang Giang passcs between Qui Fhon and
Pleikn, The company comnander, Ceptoin Ronrld K Voightritter, earned the
Silver Stor Medal, 15 men were ow rded the Eronze 8t r hedul with "VW device,
and 7 men were presented with the Army Commendation Medal wi'lh WUW device
for thelr cetions in comb v during 1970, PI'C Robert G Mroning wes the only man
killed in action in 1970, He earned the Pronze Stor Medsl with "W device
for brovely moving vehicles from the kill zone of an cmbush in Ankhe pass
before sucenming frow his womds on 15 June 1970, Five other mewmbers of the
company £lso received purple hecrts for thelr wounds durding the yeors ‘
be  PERSOTEL AVD ADMINSTIRATIVE ACLIVITIESS

EIPAN, RS - -

During 1970 the 597th pronoted one RIL, 4 E-5's, 44 E-Ails, 81 E-3's,
60 B-21s, and 2 E-1's to the next higher grade, The il ~rranged both
owtmolfmecotntry and in-cotntry R&R's for personnel desiring bo go. Administrative
ncbions were under the efficicat supervision of SFC Henry H White, first
Sergent. Descrving soldiers vere also presented with awards for serviee nnd
r.chicvenent, Fifty-six men were prescinted with the Lrmy Commendation Medal,
while 17 e med the Bronge Strr Medrl, SP5 Don D Cli;saddle was presented
with the Army Commend:-tion Med 1l with four oak lenf clusters along with
the Branze Stor Medal for driving over 71,000 accident free miles in 22 months
of service in Vietnam, The 597%h hns won the &th Trensportation Groupls
river of the Morth" competition five of the six months tha’ the contest
hos been in existance, I December the 27th Transportstion Bathalion
nresented the 597th with the best company award,

5, SECIRIVYe
The 597th provided its own security on oll convoy moves with two gun
trucks, "Sir Chorles" end "King Cobwra', Thesc trucks were mude from armored

personnol carrier bodies mownted on S~bon corgo trucks aud are armed with

(2)
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three 50 coliber machine quns, Soority ds algo provided by two maintenance
trucks with cwmor plating welded to @iz sides, Both maintenance trucks,
"Poigion Ivy™ and "Clood , Swe %, cnd Tires,™ are armed with three MEO machine
gms, They are also ecudpped with spere tires and tools for meking roadside
I'@pairs.

sy oy

60 LOGISTICAL AGILIITIES

i+ a, Problems encomntored: The wajor problem in 1970 vas acquiring the
necegsary vepair parts Lo kecp tho trucks and refrigeroted vons on the
road, Canni’ lization of parts frowm damrged vens and vehicles contributed
gre-tly in keening the wilt oper tive, A4 persomnel ghorisge caoused o problem
in the f2l1' of 1970 vhen there were more trucks available than there was drivers
to drive them, This problem was climinated in December whon morc personnel
were assipned to this compeny from units that redeployed to the United
States. : C

be Muintenance Acbivitics: The doy and nizht maintenance crews worked
hard o hold the 597th's deadline roe al o yearly ovorage of 7,3 porcent,
This was the lowest in the 27th Transportstion Battallon, Close supervigion
of wobor stebles by the Truckmesiter, SFC Irving Turmor, also helped koon
the deadline rate low,

e, 4nnual. Genoral Inspection: On 7 Januvory the 597th wag inspacted
w-der the command of 1LT Torry W Miller and rcceived e satisfactory rating,

7. CIVIL [iTAIRS

On Christmas Day the men of the unit sponsored a Christmes party for
the children of the Vietnonese notionals employed by the company. Everyone
enjoyed the party which was high lizghited by dinner in the mess hall,

1 Incl o ROBERT D ABRERFATHY
Organization Chard 1L, TC
Commanding
DISTRIBUTI QW

3 Chief of Militery History, Denavitment of the Army, Washington, D.G. 20315
1 CINCUCARPAC, ATTNe¢ GPOP-MH, APO 96550

1 CG, USIRV, ATTN: LVEGC-MH, APO 96375

1 CG, USLSC, ATTH: VG Q'-l, APOC 96238

1 C0y 8th Trans Gp, ATIN: Command Historian, LPO 96226
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UNIT HISTORY .
666th Transportation Company (Light Truck)
54th Trensportation Battalion (Truck)
USA Suppert Commandi, Qui Nhon
CoY. 1968

prepared by
Ronald F. Klein, 1LT
666th Transportation Company (Light Truck)
15 March 199

approved by

A pfn Z ZZ/* -

ROBERT N’ PERKINS
CPT, TC
Commanding;

APO 96492
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DEPARTMENT QF THE ARMY
666TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (LIGHT TRUCK)
APO San Francisco 96492

15 March 1969

SUBJECT: Unit Annual Historical Summary 1968

T0: Chief of Military History
Department of the Army
Washing’ton, De Ce 20315

1. Introduction: The 666th Transportation Company (Light Truck) located
in Cha Rang Valley, completed its first full year of service in Vietnam
in December 1968, By the end of 1968 the company had hauled 60,636 tons
2,771,419 miles in ite line haul mission.

2. Mission and Resources:

a. Mission of unit: The mission of the 666th Transportation Company
is to provide transportation for the movement of general cargo and per-
sonnel by motor transport, The trucks are deployed on both general and
direct support commliments throughout the II Corp arsa.

b. Assignment: The unit is presently assigned to the 54th Transpore
tation Battalion also located in Cha Rang Valley,

Ce Capabilities: Under ideal conditions with its full compliment of
60 trucks at 75% availability making 4 round trips a day in locsl hauls or
2 round trips per day in line hauls,y a 2% ton truck company can transport
the following in a day:

(1) For local hauls, 720 short tons of cargo or 3,600 passengers,
for line hauls, 360 short tons of cargo or 1,440 passengers, on or off

main hlghways,

(2) Due to its line haul high milage mission, the company is lime
ited to one trip per day which at 75% availibility would be 180 short tons.

de Organization: The unit is broken down into four platoons plus
the administration personnel who assist the unit commander in administra-
tion of the company, There are three light truck platoons, one maintenance
platoon, and the company overhead.

e. Personnel: This unit is authorized 170 M, ¥ Officers, and 1 Ware
rant Officer.
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£, Vehicles and Equipment: Under TOE 55-17G the company is authorized
66 2% ton trucks, 60 of which are used as task vehicles and 6 for adminis-
trative purposes, The Unit also is authorized one 5 ton wrecker and 5 %
ton trucks, Under this TOE we are also authorized the various items of
equipment necessary for the standard operations of a truck company of our

type.
3. OPERATIONS AND TRAINING:

a. Training Bxercises: Because of its tactical mission the unit part
icipated in ne training exercises.

b. Manditory Subject Training: All personnel are given assistance in
adjusting knowledge gained in their MDS experiences sbtatéesiderto fit our
tactical mission. Cross training programs are empasised in all areas,

c. Combat Services Support Operations: The company to meet its tace
tical mission works on a 24 hour basis for drivers, mess activities, and
maintenance activities, On occasion the company has been 100% committed,
the limiting factor in cargo capability being the number of trucks on hand
in the company.

de The 666th Transportation Company (It Trk) carries its cargo pri-
marily on highway #19 and highway #1, both of which must be constantly
patrolled by combat units because of their unsecure status. The company
has supported such places as An Khe, Pleiku, Kontum, Dek To, Phu Cat Air
Base, LZ Uplift, Bong Son, Duc Pho, Song Cau, and Tuy Hoa, On occasion
the 666th Transportation Company has driven over 6,000 combat miles and
hauled over 200 tons of cargo and retrograde cargo in one days operation,

6. Combat Actions: The 666th Transportation Company has been directly
involved in several major convoy ambushes and frequent sniper activity over
the past year. Due primarily to the hardened concept, armor plated cargo
trucks mammed and equiped for immediate convoy protection at the sites of
enemy contact, losses have been held to a minimum. The company has has 3
men recelve Army Commendation Metals with WV for valor, 3 men receive
the Arvmy Commendation Medal, 14 receive Purple Hearts, one receive the
Bronze Star. The company also suffered one man killed in action.

f. Weapons Training: The 666th Transportation Company is equiped with
M-16 rifles., Because convoys must be capable of providing their own security
through the use of gun trucks and gun jeeps many personnel are required to
become proficient in the use of M-79 grenade launchers, M-60 machine guns,
and .50 cal, machine guns.

ge Misslon Accomplishments: In one period, july through August, the
666th Transportation Company achieved over 6 weeks of 0% vehicle deadlines,
committing its trucks 100% over most of that period. Without interfering
with its mission, the 666th Transportation Company moved out of its tent city

2
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into three self constructed, permanent, two story troop billets, Also self
constructed were additions to the NCO billets and a new Officers billets.
The Mess Hall distinguished itself by winning Best Hess of 8th Group for
the month of November 1968,

L, Personnel and Administration Activitiess

Shortage of personnel, sbout 15%, has been a problem to contend with,
but did not prevent the 666th Transportation Company from achieving its
mission.

5. Logistical Problems:

as A great hinderance to mission accomplishment at times has been the non
availibility of mission essential equipment such as tires, tubes, brake shoes
and primarily, trucks to replace those lost through falr wear and tear in the
accomplishment of their mission.

be Supply Activities: The unit Supply Activity has greatly improved in
the past year, greatly assisting in overcoming problems caused by the non
availibility or occasional availibility of supply items such as fatigues,
boots, and weapons parts.

¢. Maintenance Activities: The 666th Transportation Company Maintenance
Flatoon 1s to be commended on its efforts to maintain the fleet at maximum
availibility constantly despite the number of high milage vehicles and numerous
parts shortages.

de Transportation Activitiess In addition to the normal convoy commite
tments, the 666th Transportation Company has been responsible for providing up
to 5 armor plated gun trucks for convoy security. These vehicles are not al-
lowed for by TOE and therefore are made non availible for hauling cargo with-
out any additional vehicles to suppliment the loss of cargo capability.

6. Food Service Activity: On 18 February 1968, the new Mess Hall was
completed by the men of the 666th Transportation Company. By November they
had succeeded in bringing it up to Best Mess of 8th Group.

6. Bpeclal Events:

The unit received satisfactory ratings in CMMI's by USARV, Qui Nhin Support
Command and upon a reinspection by 1st Log Command .after having.received an un-
satlsfactory on its initial 1st Log CIMI, The unit alsoreceived a satisfactory
on its Annual General Inspection.’

//}ZO//\&“&AJ A /é é/l,/ ’K,//\"’:/‘*k\
ROBERT N PERKINS

cPT, TC

Commanding
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DPEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
666TH TRANSFORTATICN COMPANY (LIGHT TRUCK)
APO San Francisco 96308
25 March 1970

SUBJECT: Unit Annual Historical Summary 1969

TO: Chief of Military Fistory
Department of The Army
Washington, D.C. 20315

1, Intreduction:

The 666th Transportation Company (Light Truck) was activated at Camp
‘ucker, Alabama, on 31 August 1943, and was designed 666th Quartermaster
Troop Transpert Company. The unit was redesipgnated several times and
finally on 1 July 1953, the unit received the designation of 666th Trausport-
tation Company (Light Truck) which is still in effect today. The unit is
presently located at Cdia Le Combst Base, I Corps, near the city of Hue,
tepublic of Vietnam. By December 1969 it had completed 5ts sscond full
year of service in Vietnam, In I Corps it has hauled in excess of 25 tong
of cargo and traveled 75,000 miles on the average per month in its predom—
inately local hgul mission,

2. Mission and escurces:

a. Mission of the Unit: The mission of the 666th Transportation
Company 1is to provide transportation for the movement of general cargo
and persorme! by metor transport. At present the unit is providing
direct adminstrative support to the 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile)
in northern I Corps: The lst Brigade at Camp Tagle, the 2nd Brigade at
Lz Gally, and the 3rd Brigsde at Caup Zvans,

b, Assignment: From 1 Januvary 1969 to 4 June 1969 the unit was
assigned to the 54th Transportation Battalion {Trvck) located 3in Cha Rang
Valley near Qui Nhon, Republic of Vietnam. From 5 June 1909 to the present
the unit has been assi;ned to the 3%th Transportztion Battalion (Truck)
located ot Gia Le Combat Base near Phu Bai, Ttepublic of Vietnanm.

¢. Capabilities: Under ideal conditions with 75% of its 60 task
vehicles meking 4 round trips a day in local hauls or 2 round +trips a day

in line hauls, a 2} ton troeck company can transport the following: .

(1) For local hauls: 720 short toas of cargo (4 tons per
truck) or 3600 passengers {20 per tfuck), daily on or off the highway,

(2) For line hauls: 360 short tins of cargo (4 tons per truck)
or 1440 passengers (16 per truck), daily on or off the highway .
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(3) 112.5 short tons of cargo (2} tons per truck) in one 1ift
off the highway.

d. Organization: The unit was reorganized under MTCE 55-17GP22,
effective 25 June 1969. The compony consists of 3 light truck platoons,
1 maintenance section, and a headgquarters section. The parent company
is located at Gia Le Combat Base, with one truck platoon stationed at
Camp tvans, about LO miles north on QL #1, where separate living quarters,
day room/operations building, snd maintenance facilities are maintained.

e¢. lersonnel: The unit is authorized 167 EM, L4 Officers and 1
Warrant Officer.

f. Vehicles and Lquipment: Under MTOR 55-17GP22, the unit is
suthorized 66, 2% ton cargo trucks, 60 of which are used as task vehicles,
and 6 for administrative purposes. The unit is also authorized 1, 5 ton
wrecker and 5, 4 ton trucks. Under this NTOL we are authorized the
various items of equipment for the standard operations of a truck conpany
of our type.

3. Operations and Training:

8. Training Exercises: Because of its tactical mission the wnit
participated in no training exercises during 1969.

b. Mandatory Subject Training: All personnel are given assistance
in adjusting knowledge gained in their MOS experiences stateside tc fit
our tactical mission. Cross training programs are siphasized in all areas.
As many men as possible are licensed as drivers. In addition, a weekly
training schedule is maintained, with mandatory participation by &ll
available L~5's and below. The unit holds dail- safety briefings and
conducts veriodic CBR exercises and weapon firins familiarizations.

c. CGCombat Services Support Operations: The Company works 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week to meet its tactical mission requirements. The
maintenance and mess personnel work day and night shifts. Frequently
limiting factor is cargo capability being the number of trucks on haud
in the company.

d. Cargo and iassengers: While stationed in Cha Rang Valley, the
unit carried its cargo mainly on highway #19 and highway #1, both of which
had to be constantly patrolled by combat wnits because of their unsecure
status. The company supported such places as An Khe, Pleiku, Kon Tum,
Dak To, Phu Cat Air Base, LZ Uplift, Bong Son, Duc Pho, Song Cau, and
Tay Hoa.

For the last half of 1969 the unit has operated out of 2 places:

Gia Le Combat Base and Camp ‘ivans, supporting the lst, 2nd, and 3rd
Brigades of the 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile). The comp4ny runs

-2
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daily passenger shuttles from Fhu Bai Aérial Port to Gia Le Combat Base,
Camp fagle, LZ Sally, And Camp Wvans. Cargo is transported along
highway #1 to ¥B Roy, Phu Bai, LZ Sally, Camp ivans, LZ Nancy and Quang
Tri. Additional runs are made to Tan ly Ramp and Fagle Beach along
highway #551 and to FB Birmingham and FB Bastogne along highway /#547.

Between 21 June 1969 and 21 December 1969, the unit carried over 12,300
tons of cargo and traveled over 256,000 miles. Since the mission of the
666th Transportation Company during this period was administrative support
of the 10lst Airborne Division, little tonnage was produced.

e. Combat Actions: The 66(th Transportation Company has been
directly involved in several major ambushes and frequent sniper activity
over the past year. One such ambush took place on 15 April 1969 during
a convoy along highway #19 from Qui Nhon to Pleiku, The Viet Cong
attacked the 666th Transportation Company convoy with rockets, mortars
and rifle fire. A&s result 7 friendlies were wounded in action, with 3 Army
Commendation Fetals for Valor and 1 Purple Heart awarded to men of the
uit. In addition, several of the units 2% ton trucks have been demolished
by enemy mines. For the year 1969 the company has had 7 men receive
the Army Commendation Me