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TO1t Headquarters, Department of the Army
ATTNs Chief of Military History '
Washington, D.C.

The 54th Transportation Battalion (Prk) was activated on 1 June 1967
at Fort Lewis, Washington and was given the mission to train for deploy-
ment to South East Asia. Assigned upits inoluded two medium truck compan-
ies, a car company, two trailer transfer point detachments, and eix high-
way regulation peints detachments.

Company sive unite were placed on an 8 week training cycle and the
detachments were placed on o 4 week training oyecle.,

The Battalion headguarters wae organized and commanded by LTC Melvin

M. Wolfe. Other officers and key non~commissioned officers are as
followss

X0, Major Alberto Trevino

51, Captain Harold D Moreland

52, Asst 53, Captain William A Cenelos

83, Major Nicholas H Collins

84, Captain Jerry Y Bell

Asst 854, Warrant Officer Harry X Truex

Maintenance Officer Captain Robert B Stenger

Sergeant Major, William J. HarriJ, and Bn Operations Sergeant

¥/SGT Donald D Schuenemann

Major difficulties were encountered in the sreas of personnel and supply,
but with a great deel of persistance and determination the urfits of the

Battalion were prepared for deployment.

Assigned units were deployed to the Republic of Vietnam|during Septem-
ber. The Battalion Headguerters departed CONUS on 28 September 1966, from
Oekland California aboard the USNS Cenersl William Weigel.

The Headquarters element arrived at Pori of Qui Nhon oy 23 Qctober
1966 and went ashore the following day by BARC. The Headguarters glement
vas welcomed by LTC Wolfe and moved to the contonment arves hich wae loc~
ated 16 miles North West of the city of Qui Nhon on Fational Route 19.



Unite assigned to the Battalion upon arrival in the Republic of Viet-
nem ineluded the 512th, 523rd, and 669th Transportation Companies (Light
Truck) and the 563rd Transportation Company (Medium Truck). The Llight
truck companies were activated on 1 June 1966 at Fort Campbell, Kentucky
and were equipped with the 5 ton carge truck., The medium truck company
was sctivated on 1 June 1966 at Fort lewlis and was assigned to the Bat-
talion at Fort Lewis

All units became operational within 5 days after the arrival of their
equipment. Operational Area was designated from the Qui Nhon port/depot
compleX, to Phu Cat and Bong Son on Highway 1; and to An Xhe and Pleiku
on highway 19.

During November the S05th Trans Det (TTPC) was assigned to the Bate
talion and took over truck terminal operations in the Qui Nhon area.

During December the 520th Trans Det (71P0) was assigned to the Bat-
talion and took over similar terminal operations at Pleiku.

The Battalion now operates the longest line haul operation in the
Republic of Vietnam.

8ince arrival in country fask vehicles of the Battalion traveled
slightly more than 1,%20,000 miles and have hauled 80,000 tons of cargo.

In spite of the inexperience on the part of Battalion drivers, only
four recordable accidents were charged sgainst the battalion, which re-
flected the lowest accident rate in the lat Logistical Command during
the period.

The battelion received approval to construct a permanant canton-
ment area. As of 371 December 1966 the contonment area was desighated as
Camp Addison in recognition of a transportation soldier killed in action
in defense of his convoy. Permenant construction on a self help basis
is planned to begin in the early part of 1967.

During the period covered the Battalion suffered no casualties.



