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DEF ARATLIEAT OF THE ARIY
58th Transportation Company
APO San Irancisco 96238

19 March 1968
SUBJECT: Anmual Historical Supplement

T0: Chief of Military History, Department of the Army,
Washington, D,C. 20315

Commander-in-Chief, United States Armmy Pacific,
ATTN: GPOP-MH, APO 96558

Conmanding General, United States Amy, Vietnam,
ATTN: AVCHS-MH, APO 96375

Vﬁgﬁmanding General, 1st Logistic¢al Command,
kTTN: AVGA-GO-H, APO 9638l

Commanding General, US Army Support Command,
ATTN:  aVCA-QN-GO-H, APO 96238

Commanding Officer, 8th Transportation Group
ATTN: Command Historlan, APO 96238

Commanding Officer, 27th Transportation Battalion,
ATTN:  AVCA-QN-TG-27-0P, APC 96238

1. INTRODUCTION: The 58th Transportation Company has been assigned
in Vietnam since 27 August 1965, and is under the operational control of
the 27th Transportation Battalion, and the 8th Transportation Group, The
unit is presently located at The Thanh, Vietnam, which is approximately
twelve (12) miles west of Qui Nhon, Vietnam at grid coordinates BR 992 248,
During the calendar year this unit conducted port and beach clesrance oper-
ations, provided troop lift and support for forward task forces of various
combat units and supported 27th Transportation Battalion local and line
haul operations,

2, MISSION AND RESCURCES:

a, Mission: The company's assigned mission is to trangport
general cargo and personnel by motor transport throughout the II Corps.
This is accomplished through port and beach, local haul and line haul
operations,

b. Capabilities: The capabilities of this unit for the year
were unbelieveable, The truckers of this unit traveled 1,613,363 miles,
hauled 67,461 short tons of cargo and 72,575 passengers, The 58th was
traveling as many miles ap the medium truck companieg were, especially
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during the months of Jamary through May when infiltration convoy oper-
ations were in effect, The trucks were woving on the road constantly,
25 hours a day and the drivers were getting an aversge of six (6} houvrs
of sleep nightly, Tae unit was understrength during the last guarter
of 1967, but the maximun nuwiber of trucks rolled., For example, the 58th
during the wonth of Noveuber was 335 short oi personnel, The unit had.
sixty-one {61) task vehicles moving a day, plus six (6) aduinistrative
support jeeps with machine gunners and control ofiicers, This unit with
113 E¥. present for duty could hit the road with 74 Bi and 3 ofiicers a day,
still maintain its area security, night maintensnce and operate a mess hall
<h hours a day, serving hot meals whenever a convoy rolled in or out of the
area,

(1) To accomplish this clerks, cooks, mechanioes, supply per-
sonnel and NCO's including the Flrst Sergeant rolled vehicles. lNever was a
vehicle left in the siotor pool for lack of a driver.

(2) This unit come to Vietnam to do a job that is noving
troops and cargo in support oi the line troops.

(3) The 58th Transportation Company has accouplished thelr
misaion in the hipghest tradition of the Transportation Corps,

cs Organization: The 58th Yransportation Company is organized
into a compnay headquarters, maintenance section and three (3) truck
platoons cach consisting oi a platoon headguarters end two (2) truck squads
(See Inclosurs 2),

d. Personnel: Under the provisions of TOE 55-17F this umit is
authorized 169 onlisted personnel, four (4) oflicers and one (1) warrent
officer, The unit averayed 22% shortage in personnel during the months of
September tnrough December, see paragraph 2b,

e, Vehicles and Lgquipment: The status ol vehicles and equipment
with the 58th Transporbation Company was outstanding, The 5dth, woving and
hauling more cargo than any other 1ight truck unit; having nmore 2:; ton trucks
on the road than any othor light truck unit, had an amazling deadline rate of
approximately 114, This is a indication or the fine leadership axong the
officers and NCO's and the quality ol enlisted men who drive and pull first
echelon maintenance on their vehicles, Without the leadership annd the drivers
cooperation and skills, plus the fine maintenance crews, the 58th would not
be on top as it is today, The unit has 60 task 25 ton trucks plus six admin-
istrative 2% ton trucks, five quarter ton truckr, and one five ton wrecker,

f. Facilities: The {aecilities of the unit were greatly improved
during the year 1967, Under the self-help program, the men of the unit
begun to build up their area, From August through December the following
buildings weie constructed: an operations bullding and command bunker; a
maintenance building with five bays, maintenance office, tool and parts
roomj platoon OV building; NCO billets; officers billets; supply builde
ing; shower-wash room building; and a two story 20X140 foot troop barracks
which houses the second and third platoons, Bullding was commenced on a
second troop barracks to house the remainder of the company, In light of
the incressing enemy activity in the area three large steel reinforced
bunkers were constructed and two towers were constructed in order to over
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ook the road. Also, & thing of greet importance was the consbtruction of
a 900 foot drainage ditch, which was constiructed in preparation fiep the
monsoon season,

3, CPERATIONS AND TRAINTNG:

a, Trainings Duving the year 1967, various training ex-
cersices were conducted with primary emphasis placed on weapons and
drivers training. All pepsonnel were instructed in weapons firing,
safety, care, and cleaning, *his included the M~14 rifle, M-79 gren-
ade laupchexr and M~60 machine gun, During the moukh of December, this
unit was instructed to prepare for a future change over from a light
truck company to & mediun truck company, An intensive one week train-
ing progrom was initiated to qualify all drivers in medlum trucks,

b, Operations: Primary combat service support was given to
the support of task forces at Bong Son, Phu Cat, and LZ Uplift, near
Phu My, on QL#! North., To the west convoys were run to hn:Khe, Pleiku,
Kontum, and Dak To., Throughout the first eight (8) months of the year,
trucks were comnitted on a twenty-four hour a day shuttle from Qui Nhon
to An Khe, but starting in September, after a costly ambush for the 54th
Transportation Battalion, all trucks were run in daylight convoys, uéing
security vehicles. A new concept in convoy security was initiated at
this time, and the 58th had twelve of its 2% ton trucks converted into
armor plated vehicles upon which two M~60 machine gunnews and an M-79
grenade launcher gunner rode, All convoys had at least two of these
vehicles, in addition to radic equipped machine gun jeeps,

¢. Special Operations: Many troop movements plus special
conmitments were carried out through the year, First of all, 19
February saw the departure of ths 28th Tramsportation platoon under
2LT Wilson, from the 58th and moved to Pleiku, Also during this time
we were able to drop 10 pecple from the rolls that had been TDY to the
"Goers! in Pleiku as they became a separate organization,

(1) In April, May, and Jure the 58th began to make trips
to the south on GL#1 in support of the Republic of Koreals elite Tiger
Divieion, This was the first time anyone from the Qui Nhon area had
gone south on QL#! by vehicle, From 16-19 June the 58th's first platoon
was sent to Pleiku to help move the 173rd Airborne Brigade to Dak To, to
the north of Pleiku, | ,

(2) From August through October, marked the new convoy
operations, plus many troop moves and special commitments, In October,
twenty (205 trucks from the 58th Trans C6 moved part of the 1st Air
Cavalry Divieion (Air Mobile) from English Air Field near Bong Son, to
Hill 663 mear Da Nang, a trip which took the 58th vehicles 200 miles
north of its base camp in Qui Nhon, The "Roadrunners" transported the
173rd Airborne Brigade from Qui Nhon to 4n Khe on 23 October., From 28
to 29 October the unit moved the 1st Battalion, 17th Air Cavalry from
Qui Nhon to Pleiku, ' !

(3) November and December| brought more pralse and honor

3i
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to the 58th, During the month of WNovember the unit played a big role
in the movement of pewsonnel md cawrgo te ek To during tue bak To
erisis, Upon completion of the fighting the 58th, the first cargo trucks
to go up in support, received special praise from General Westinoreland
down to Battalion Commander, Major Quinton T, Martin, At no tire were
the allies a victim of supply shortage. In December one of the largest
troop movement commitments of the year, lasting from the 20t.: to the <5th,
the 11th Brigade Americal Division was moved from Qui Nron to Duc rPho.
Captain Thomas, the company commander of the 58th, led his truckers to even
more fame for their efficlency and speed in carrying out the wmission,

(4) In addition to all of the above, the "8th continued .its
daily commitment's (see para 3b), The following is o combined total of tons
and miles for the special and daily commitment's for the calendar year 1967:

Montih Miles Tons

January 156,771 623,
February 177,232 7,30k
March 182,374 9,003
April 73:588 7:526
May 180,677 6,334
June 99,388 2,68L
July 119,236 3,800
Angust 101,825 3,360
September 135,200 5,587
October 100,873 3,460
November 126,199 L, 269
December 160, 000 7,840

L. ADMINISTRATIVE AND PERSONNEL ACTIVITIES:

a., Change of Qommarnd: The company had two, changes of Command
Ceremonies during the year, On 20 January 1967, First Lieutenant Thomas
F. Adems assumed command from Captain Fahr, amd on 8 September 1967, Captain
Charles B, Thomas replaced Captain Adams, who rotated back to the states.

b, Promotions: There were many promotions of enlisted personnel
to PFC E3, to 8P4 E4, to SP5 E5, to SGT E5, to 8SG E6 and two officers to
First Lieutenant, These promotions lifted the morale greatly, plus instill-
ed incentive and initiative, producing a much higher level of job perfori-
ance,

5. LOGISTICAL ACTIVITIES:

a. The maintenance program of the 58th is without a doubt the
best in 8th Group. This unit has a remarkable low deadline rate of 11%
compared to the amount of vehicles it puts on the road, and miles driven,
This rating is considered excellent for such a unit,

b, The year of 1967 could not be gummarized without mention of
our excellent mess hall, The mess hall nheld the best mess award for the
battalion for several months, Also the 58th Mess Hall was chosen by the
Group Commander and his Executive Officer to eat both Thanksgiving and

kL
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Christmas dimner. Champayne was served at both meals,
6. SHECIAL EVENTS:

During 1967, all major inspections were passed with f£lying
colors, The AGT was passed in January, a First Logistical Command
CMMI in July, and a Qui Nhon Suppert (MMI in November.

7. CIVIL AFFAIRS:

The 58th Transportation Company is active in civil affairs by
providing food, materials and transportation to the refugees of the Rhoe
Thang Refugee Camp, Also, food and building materials were donated to the
Qui Nhon Leprosarium, On numerous occassions the 58th Transportation
Company has been comaitted to move food and materials to refugees in the
Binh Dinh Province,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Lineage and BHBonors

58th TRANSPORTATICN COMPANY
Constituted 1 May 1936 in the Regular Army as Company L, 47th
Quartermaster Regiment

Activated 22 March 1941 at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland

Redesignated 18 June 1942 as Company L, 47th Quartermaster Truck
Reglment

Reorganized and redesignated 15 November 1943 as 3511th Quarter-
master Truck Company

Converted and redeslgnated 1 August 1946 as 3511th Transportatlon
Corps Truck Company

Redesignated 18 June 1947 as 58th Transportation Truck Company

Reorganized and redesignated 8 June 1953 as 58th Transporiation
Company

Tnactivated 1 October 1953 in Germany
Activated 10 March 1955 at Camp CGordon, Georgla




58th TRANSPORTATION COMPANY

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT

Warld War TI-EAME
Northern PFrance
Rhineland
Ardenmaes-Alsace
Central Turope

DECORATTONS

None

By Qrder of the Secretary of the Army:

SnHle & Mokl

KENNETH G. WICKHAM
Major General, USA
The Adiutant Gensral

9 DEG W6
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® GENERAL ORDERS | . HBADQUARTERS PIFTH UNITED STATES 4RMY
NUMBER -2l . , Chicego, Ilinois 60615, 23 Februery 1965

CHANGE IN sPaTUs OF CERTAIN FIFTH UNITED STATES .RMY UNITS
1. 7C 37L. Following orders REVOKED.
So much ofs Paragraph 1, Generel Orders 3, this headguarters, ocurrent
Pertaining to?er;t:zrganimtion of certain Fifth United States Army -
Strategic Army Forces units.

2. TC 0Oli. Following Fifth United States ifrmy Strategic hrmy
Forces units REORGANIZED,

* ko * * * * *

UNIT 4ND LUTHORIZED STRENGHT
TESN  STLTION TOE axe/
OFf _AMSC  Wo  ENL
35680 58tk Trans Co 55-1TF, 64 - '
(1t Trk) (SRC 55 OLTF 4101) 4 1 169
Foxrt Leonard Plus: Para 5 :
Woad, (SRC 55 OLTF 4121)
¥ipsouri
. UMLs FATXN
35680 444th Trans Co 55-17F, 64 \
(Lt Trk) (SRC 55 OL7F 4101) 4 L 169 N
Fort Riley, Plug: Para 5, ‘ ‘
Kansas (SRC 55 OLTF 4121)
UMI: FBCXW
* * * * * .

Effective date:s 24 December 1964. . .

Equipments Bquipment required and not available will be requisitioned
in accordance with normal eupply procedures; equipment
rendered excess will be disposed of in accerdance with
ourrent progedures.

Personnels Maximum rumber of enlisted persomnel required.by this
action will Ve assigned from locally available resources
without MPA-PCS costs. The remainder will be procured
through application of normal personnel requisitioning

procédures.

Files/Records: Will be contimmed without cutoff in accordance with

paragraph 32, Army Regulations 345-215.

Morning Reports: Entry will be made in the Record of Events section
of the Morning Report prepared for the effective
date (Army Regulations 335~60).

. sccount classifications Appropriste allotment will be obligated to the
extent necessary (Army Regulations 37-102},
Specigl instructions: a. Reorganization will be acconplished by com-
manding genersl s, stations concerned, in
socordm ce with eppropriate Tables of
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B. BE. Babeook
B. B. BaBCOCK
Colonel, AGC
Adjutant General

TISTRIBUTION:
Class T Instls S
Clags I Lotv:

Copies furnished:
TGO, Db, ATTH: AGAO
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CG, USCONARC, ATIN:
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Organization and Equipment and smthorized
strenghte shown.
b. No change in station, priority, or assign-
l‘ ment is involved.
¢. Adjust unit funds, where necessary, in
. accordance with Army Regulations 230-10.
d. File o copy of these General Orders with’
the orgenization property book.
&. Mission is in accordance with TOE indicated
above.

GEORGE M. JONES
Brigadier General, GS
Chief of Staff

0
ATAG ‘:
DOSUTE-P0 (TB)



