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l:IISSICN

The 87th Transportation Company (Light Truck) has a hlO fold mission.
The unit is ca~)ablE of providing transportation in genEral and dirc:ct
support missions by motor transport.

Most of the enlisted mEnmers of the unit are draftees. Many camE to
the 87th fresh from basic training cEnters throu~h out the United States.
As these pErsonnel arrived to the 87th, the OfficErs and NCO's gave them
AlT.

P3AC.8TIHEOP:3Rf,TIONS

The primary mission of the 87th at Ft LEWis, Hpshin'l:t,on was r'rivinR;
for the Tr8nSi)Ortation Hotor Pool. PErso1nel crovE mi.litary taxis ::>nc

buses on post.

The 87th was alerted for overSEas dep10'rment on 25 }~rch 1966.
Destination a.uring this period vras classified.

PRZPM1.!',TIONFOR OVERS&\SHOVEl'1J:i}IT(pm1)

June thru Sept 1966 the 87th Trans Co (Lt Trk) prepared for overseas
movement. Training schedules were nrepared and on 20 June 19~6 the unit
startEd it's POBtraining. Training was c:mcucted by 87th caore in 1'leapons
tactics, CBR, and Transportation. On 25 August thru 30 August the OHT,
Operntional Readiness Test, was given. The unit passed the ORt thus
c ompleting the tra ining phasE of t~1e pon. The unit's pac \dng lr7D.Scare fully
supervised by the Officers and fJCOsto insure that all personnel had a
complete issue of clothing ano. equipmEnt. TC&E equipment was p.?e~<edon an
ass6mbly line basis. Trained crews completed a fully pac\<ed truck in 35-
40 minutes.

EQUIPh2l'IT

The 87th lEft Ft Lewis one of thE best supolied and eq.uippcd ..unit
eV6r to lenv,c the United States. Eeer inc1ivio'lal hari a complet6 issue
of .farm we3ther neec1s. T~.r.Ewas in good sh3p€ anc1bv the Eouipment
Re2diness Date, 16L~ugust 1966. the 87th Has re;"0Y to r~epL\y ~.rith 66 ne~-T
M3912 2~on Multifuels and 5 M15102~Ton trucks with the nEWfamily series
r2dios (AN/VRC-46).
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On 7 SEpt 1966 thE 87th Trans Co (Lt Trk) bO?rCEC the USNS GEnEr~l
John Pope at the Port of Tacoma, :h~sl1i'1,,:t:m.Stopping briefly in Oldna"rTa
and Subic Bay, PhillipinEs the POpE reachEd Qui Nhon, R~l 1 Oct 19(6. On
2 Oct 1966 the 87th landEd on the beach of Nha Trang, RVll, only to rEbo~rd
thG Pope 4 hours 1:1ter and crtl.1s:::dto Vung Tau, RVN C'UE to a ch-'3ne;€in
orders. The 87th arrived in Vung Tau on 3 Oct 1966 ,md flew to Bien Hoa
.Air Force Base. ThG 87ths final destination was Camp TC Hill, Lo!:"gBien
RVN.

NEhT STATICN

On 3 Oct 19(6 the 87th Trans Co (Lt Trk) becnmG part of the 6th Trans
Bn (Trk), 48th Gp (MT). The 6th Bn was commanded by LTC Oren De Haven and
48th Gp waS commanded by COL Samuel Coggins.

CERBHONr~s

1\ Change of Command ceremony waS held for the 87th TrC'lnsCo (Lt Trk)
on 5 Nov 1966. CPT David S. Robins prEsentEd the Guidon to CPT Frank N.
Mancuso at Long BiEn, RVN.

OP0R!~TIO'rS IN VIC1UM1

In accoroqnce with the mission of thE 87th, troops anr generAl car~o
were mOVEd by motor transport. Much ':TorklNas nOnE i,n port clep-'ranc€"t.
the Port of Saigon and in cleariDg 'libl aircnrgo3t Tan Son Nhut i~ir BaSE.
In dirEct support missions, the 87th mOVEd cnrgo to thE 1st, hth, 9th, 25th
divisions, 196th, 199th, 173rd brigades Bnd 11th Cav Regt. The 87th c9rried
sU!Jplies in oper:Jtion IHtlc:boro in Tay rHnh province nEar the Camb)c'i"n
bordEr. In Oper3tion Duck, the 87th, from 19 Dec to 23 Dec 1966, was called
on to help move the newly arriVEd 9th Division to their base camp 8t BE"r
Cat from \Tung Tau.

XUt\N LOC

On 21 Nov 1966 the 87th sustained it's first conm1t casu31ties. 1\
convoy to Xuan Loc, RVN, on a direct support mission for the 11th Cav Regt,
was ambushed by the Viet Congo PFC William E. Kennedy and PFC Dennis R.
L6h~qn were killed instantly by a recoiless rifle round. SGT Ramon Melendez-
Diaz SP4 Earl N. SnEed and PFC Craig E. Pfender were wounc1Ed in [letion.
Two VEhicl(s were completely destroyed and three others b8rlly d3m~gEd.



.As a result of the Au,m Lac ambush PFC~Villiam .KEnnEdy a'~lcl PFC
Dennis LEhman Tt16rEa1'v2rded the Purple Heart posthumously.

SGT Ramon MElendez-Diaz, SP4 Zarl SnEed and PFC Craig PfEnder were
awarded the Purple Heart for wounds rECEived in the Xuan Lac ambush.
SP4 Earl SneEd also ,vas awardEd the Bronze Star vJith "V" Devi.cf for
bravery vn1ilc: undEr enemy fire.

On 19 Dec 1966 the 87th rece1.vec 3 100. 000 mile S",fe T'ri~ring
Certifica te.
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