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Establishment of the Supply Base and Line of Communication
White House on the Pamunkey River

White House Plantation rested on a bluff along the scenic outside bend of the Pamunkey River.
White House had been the home of Martha Custis where George Washington courted her in
1758. The property then passed through Martha’s son to her grandson, George Washington Parke
Custis, the father or Mary Anna Custis, who married Robert E. Lee. They moved to Arlington
and Parke Custis passed the farm to Mary Lee’s son, W. H. F. “Runney” Lee. When the war
broke out Mary Lee had left Arlington and was living at White House when the Army of the
Potomac advanced up the Virginia Peninsula. She was packing to move to the home of Edmund
Ruffin in Marlboro, Hanover County, when the Union Army arrived. The original manor house
where George courted Martha had burned and a second house was built on the original
foundation. This was the house that stood on the grounds when the Union arrived in May 1862
and would become the major supply base for the Union thrust toward Richmond.!

The spring rains of April and May inundated the Virginia Peninsula turning the unimproved
roads into morasses of mud that impeded wagon transportation. Even with half loads, wagons
became mired in the mud and the speed of supply reduced from the normal two to three miles an
hour to a snail’s pace overland on rainy days. Consequently, McClellan leapfrogged his supply
bases up the York and Pamunkey Rivers, with what is now called logistics over the shore
(LOTS) terminal operations starting with a supply base at mouth of Cheeseman Creek and
Poquosin River eight miles east of Yorktown, his second at Yorktown, then West Point, and
fourth at Cumberland Landing on the Pamunkey River. The success of his campaign plan rested
on establishing his main supply base a White House Landing and making use of the York-
Richmond Railroad in his advance to the outskirts of the Confederate capitol itself, Richmond.

When War Correspondent Joel Cook sailed up the Pamunkey River in May 1862 to join up with
the Army of the Potomac, he wrote of what he saw:

1 Jim Harris provided the information about how White House descended to W. H. F. Lee and why Mary Lee was
there when the Union Army arrived.



The Pamunky? between Cumberland and White House is a crooked stream, bending
about in all sorts of ways. This section, however, is the most pleasant portion of the river.
A ride between its green banks, rolling and rich, skirted with beautiful hills and dotted all
over with patches of dark woods, was most enchanting; and every bend enhanced its
beauty. A few miles above Cumberland, bordering the northeast bank, were a series of
islands, upon one of which were a few log huts, inhabited by half-breeds. This place was
called Indian Town, and its inhabitants were said to be the last remnants of Powhatan’s
tribe. Near the huts there had been a ship-yard, and the half-burned ruins of a gunboat lay
upon the river-bank and lined the shore below. Just above, at a point where its guns could
sweep for miles both up and down the stream, was a Rebel earth-work, partly hidden by
the trees, and with one end adjoining a house which claimed protection under of the
omnipresent white flags. Several traps for fish-catching were paced in eligible spots on
either bank.3

The approach to White House was one worthy the pencil. A beautiful curve of a mile in
length, the outer side of which was a low bluff surmounted by trees, changed the course
of the river. In the centre of this curve was the White House and its grounds, and above it
were the wharves and landings. Land and water blended to produce the scene; and the life
given it by the moving craft on the river and the toiling negroes on the shore rendered the
whole most picturesque. *

William H. Osborne, 29" Massachusetts Volunteers, likewise described his journey up the River:

The sail up the York and its larger branch, the Pamunkey, occupied the remainder of the
day. The country was in its finest dress; broad green meadows skirted the stream as far as
the vision could extend; the meadows landward were bounded by high banks, covered
with flowering trees and climbing vines comfortable, peaceful-looking farm-houses,
about which clustered groups of colored people, who waved their hands as the large
white steamer glided by.®

White House Plantation already had a wharf for importing supplies and shipping crops to market.
Less than half a mile upriver, the York-Richmond Railroad crossed the Pamunkey on its way to
West Point. This single lane track made this place on the map operationally significant for
McClellan’s invasion of Richmond. He needed the railroad not only to rapidly push supplies to
his troops on the very outskirts of Richmond, but to also move his heavy siege artillery up, which
was how he planned to pound the Confederacy into submission. From May 10 until it was
burned on June 25, White House Landing served as the Army of the Potomac’s major supply
base for the drive toward Richmond.

Contraband of War — Local Labor

2 During the Civil War, the river was spelled both “Pamunkey” and “Pamunky.”

% Joel Cook, The Siege of Richmond

4 Joel Cook, The Siege of Richmond

5 William H. Osborne, The History of the Twenty-Ninth Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry in the Late
War of the Rebellion, Boston, Albert J. Wright, Printer, 1877.



During the 19" century, the actual manual labor of logistics, such as teamsters and stevedores,
was performed by civilians hired by the Quartermaster. The increasing size of the Army for the
war created an increasing need for civilian labor to support it, especially when it invaded the
Virginia Peninsula; but to encourage Southern states to rejoin the Union and prevent Border
States from seceding to the rebel cause, President Lincoln’s official policy toward slavery was to
protect the rights of states to own slaves, thus enforcing the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 and
confirming the slaves’ status as legal property. By a twist of fate, the commanding general of
Fortress Monroe was a former New York lawyer and it was this definition of slaves being
property that allowed Major General Benjamin Butler to find a legal loophole to offer freedom to
escaped slaves. This was the same shrewd general who shot his wife’s lover in broad daylight in
Washington and was acquitted by being the first to plea temporary insanity. A master of
interpretation, if slaves were property; then by law any property employed by the enemy could
be commandeered for military service. Consequently, when the Army of the Potomac arrived at
Fortress Monroe in April 1862, the Quartermaster had a ready pool of local labor from which to
hire. James Parton described General Butler’s decision process in his 1864 publication:

On the evening of the second day after his arrival at the post, the event occurred which
will for ever connect the name General Butler with the history of the abolition of slavery
in America. Colonel Phelps’s visit to Hampton had thrown the white inhabitants into such
an alarm that most of them prepared for flight, and many left their homes that night,
never to see them again. In the confusion three negroes escaped, and, making their way
across the bridges, gave themselves up to a Union picket, saying that their master,
Colonel Mallory, was about to remove them to North Carolina to work upon Rebel
fortifications there, far away from their wives and children, who were to be left in
Hampton. They were brought to the fortress, and the circumstance was reported to the
general in the morning. He questioned each of them separately, and the truth of their
story became manifest. He needed laborers. He was aware that the rebel batteries that
were rising around him was the work chiefly of slaves, without whose assistance they
could not have been erected in time to give him trouble. He wished to keep these men.
The garrison wished to keep them. The country would have deplored or resented the
sending of them away. If they had been Colonel Mallory’s horses, or Colonel Mallory’s
spades, or Colonel Mallory’s percussion caps, he would have seized them and used them,
without hesitation. Why not property more valuable for the purposes of the rebellion than
any other?®

[On May 24, 1861] He pronounced the electric words, “These men are CONTRABAND
OF WAR, set them at work.”

“An epigram,” as Winthrop remarks, “abolished slavery in the United States.” The word
took: for it gave the country an excuse for doing what it was longing to do. Every one
remembers how relieved the “conservative” portion of the people felt, when they found
that the slaves could be used on the side of the Union, without giving Kentucky a new
argument against it, Kentucky, at that moment, controlling the policy of the
administration. “The South,” said Wendell Phillips in a recent speech, “fought to sustain

6 James Parton, General James Butler in New Orleans; History of the Administration of the Department of the Gulf
in the Year 1862, New York: Mason Brothers, 1864.



slavery, and the North fought not to have it hurt.” But Butler pronounced that magic
word, ‘contraband,” and summoned the negro into the arena. It was a poor word. | do not
know that it is sound law; but Lord Chatham said, ‘nullus liber homo’” is course Latin,
but it is worth all the classics. Contraband is a bad word, and may be bad law, but it is
worth all the Constitution; for in a moment of critical emergency it summoned the saving
elements into the national arena, and it showed the government how far the sound fiber of
the nation extended.”

By the time the three negroes were comfortably at work upon the new bake-house,
General Butler received the following brief epistle, signed, “J. B. Carey, major-acting,
Virginia volunteers:”

“Be pleased to designate some time and place when it will be agreeable to accord me a
personal interview.”

The general complied with the request. In the afternoon two groups of horsemen might
have been seen approaching one another on the Hampton road, a mile from the Fort. One
of these consisted of General Butler and two of his staff, Major Fay and Captain
Haggerty; the other, of Major Carey and two or three friends. Major Carey and General
Butler were old political allies having acted in concert both at Charleston and at
Baltimore - hard-shell democrats both. After an exchange of courteous salutations, and
introductions of companions, the conference began. The conversation was, as nearly as
can be recalled, in these words:

Major Carey: “I have sought this interview, sir, for the purpose of ascertaining upon what
principles you intend to conduct the war in this neighborhood.”

The general bowed his willingness to give the information desired.

Major Carey: “I ask, first, whether a passage will be allowed through the blockading fleet
to the families of the citizens of Virginia, who may desire to go north or south to a place
of safety.”

General Butler: “The presence of the families of the belligerents is always the best
hostage for their good behavior. One of the objectives of the blockade is to prevent the
admission of supplies of provisions into Virginia, while she continues in an attitude
hostile to the government. Reducing the number of consumers would necessarily tend to
the postponement of the objective in view. Besides, the passage of vessels through the
blockade would involve an amount of labor, in the way of surveillance, to prevent abuse,
which it would be impossible to perform. | am under the necessity, therefore, of refusing
the privilege.”

" Nullus liber homo (no free man) refered to page 3 of the Magna Carta, “No free man shall be seized or imprisoned,
or stripped of his rights or possessions, or outlawed or exiled, or deprived of his standing in any other way, nor will
we proceed with force against him, or send others to do so, except by the lawful judgment of his equals or by the law
of the land.”



Major Carey: “Will the passage of families desiring to go north be permitted?”

General Butler: “With the exception of an interruption at Baltimore, which has now been
disposed of, the travel of peaceable citizens through the North has not been hindered; and
as to the internal line through Virginia, your friends have, for the present, entire control
of it. The authorities at Washington can judge better than | upon this point, and travelers
can well go that way in reaching the North.”

Major Carey: “I am informed that three negroes, belonging to Colonel Mallory, have
escaped within your lines. I am Colonel Mallory’s agent, and have charge of his property.
What do you intend to do with regard to those negroes?”

General Butler: “I intend to retain them.”
Major Carey: “Do you mean, then, to set aside your constitutional obligations?”

General Butler: “I mean to abide by the decision of Virginia, as expressed in her
ordinance of secession, passed the day before yesterday. | am under no constitutional
obligations to a foreign country, which Virginia now claims to be.”

Major Carey: “But you say, we can 't secede, and so you can not consistently detain the
negroes.”

General Butler: “But you say, you have seceded, and so you can not consistently claim
them. | shall detain the negroes as contraband of war. You are using them upon your
batteries. It is merely a question whether they shall be used for or against the government.
Nevertheless, though | greatly need the labor which has providently fallen into my hands,
if Colonel Mallory will come into the fort and take the oath of allegiance to the United
States, he shall have his negroes, and I will endeavor to hire them from him.”

Major Carey: “Colonel Malory is absent.”
This interview here terminated, and each party, with polite farewell, went its way.

This was on Friday, May 24. On Sunday morning eight more negroes came in, and were
received. On Monday morning, forty-seven more, of all ages, men, women, and children,
several whole families among them. In the afternoon, twelve men, good field hands,
arrived. And they continued to come in daily, in tens, twenties, thirties, till the number of
contrabands in various camps numbered more than nine hundred. A commissioner of
negro affairs was appointed, who taught, fed, and governed them; who reported after
several weeks’ experience, that they worked well and cheerfully, required no urging, and
perfectly comprehended him when he told them that they were as much entitled to
freedom as himself. They were gentile, docile, careful and efficient laborers; their
demeanor dignified, their conversation always decent.



General Butler’s correspondence with the government on this matter is not forgotten; but
it is proper that it is repeated here. He merely related his interview with Major Carey in
his first letter to General Scott, and asked for instructions. In his second dispatch, dated
May 27", he referred to the subject again.

“Since | wrote my last,” he observed, “the question in regard to slave property is
becoming one of serious magnitude. The inhabitants of Virginia are using their negroes in
the batteries, and are preparing to send their women and children south. The escapes from
them are very numerous, and a squad has come in this morning, and my pickets are
bringing their women and children. Of course these can not be dealt with upon the theory
on which | designed to treat the services of able-bodied men and women who might come
within my lines, of which | gave you detailed account in my last dispatch.

“I am in the utmost doubt what to do with this species of property. Up to this time | have
had come within my lines men and women, with their children, entire families, each
family belonging to the same owner. | have, therefore, determined to employ, as I can do
very profitably, the able-bodied persons in the party, issuing proper food for the support
of all, and charging against their services the expense of care and sustenance of the non-
laborers, keeping a strict and accurate account as well of the services as of the
expenditures, having the worth of the services, and the cost of the expenditure determined
by a board of survey hereafter to be detailed. | know of no other manner in which to
dispose of this subject, and the questions connected therewith. As a matter of property, to
the insurgents it will be of very great moment, the number that I now have amounting, as
| am informed, to what in good times would be of the value of $60,000.

Twelve of these negroes, | am informed, have escaped from the erection of the batteries
on Sewall’s Point, which fired on my expedition as it passed by out of range. As a means
of offense, therefore, in the enemy’s hands, these negroes, when able-bodied, are of great
importance. Without them the batteries could not have been erected, at least for many
weeks. As a military question, it would seem to be a measure of necessity, and deprives
their masters of their services.

“How can this be done? As a political question, and a question of humanity, can | receive
the services of a father and a mother, and not take the children? Of the humanitarian
aspect | have no doubt; of the political one | have no right to judge. I therefore submit all
this to your better judgment; and these questions have a political aspect, | have ventured,
and trust 1 am not wrong in so doing, to duplicate the parts of my dispatch relating to this
subject, and forward them to the secretary of war.”

The secretary replied, May 30™: “Your action in respect to the negroes who came within
your lines, from the service of the rebels, is approved. The department is sensible of the
embarrassments, which must surround officers conducting military operations in a state,
by which the laws of slavery is sanctioned. The government can not recognize the
rejection by any state of its federal obligation; resting upon itself, among these federal
obligations, however, no one can be more important than suppressing and dispersing any
combination of the former for the purpose of over throwing its whole constitutional



authority. While, therefore, you will permit no interference, by persons under your
command, with the relations of persons held to service under the laws of any state, you
will on the other hand, so long as an state within which your military operations are
conducted, remain under the control of such armed combinations, refrain from
surrendering to alleged masters any persons who come within your lines. You will
employ such persons in the services to which they will be best adapted, keeping an
account of the labor by them performed, of the value of it, and the expense of their
maintenance. The question of their final disposition will be reserved for future
determination.”®

With the Secretary of War’s reply, Contraband of War trumped the Fugitive Slave Act and
provided the Union Army a legitimate reason to harbor and employ escaped slaves from the
Virginia Peninsula. Any slave could find freedom and a job inside the boundaries of Union
occupation of Virginia.

Importance of the Quartermaster

| [William G. Le Duc] consulted with a friend [Napoleon J. T. Dana], a [1838] graduate
of West Point who had seen honorable service in the war with Mexico, and asked him
how best | could serve the country in the impending struggle. He agreed with me in
believing war between the North and the South inevitable, and said: “War is business,
and the best business capacity, backed by the longest purse, is sure to win. The South will
be conquered, her slaves freed, her people impoverished. You say you know nothing of
military matters, but desire to take up that part of the business you can most readily
acquire, and where your services will be most effective. I think you are best fitted by
natural and acquired qualifications for service in the quartermaster’s department. This is a
very important department of the army service. An inefficient quartermaster department
will render useless the best military organization, commanded by the best officers. It is
through this bureau that all army supplies of whatever kind are obtained, transported,
issued to troops, accounted for, and returns made to the Treasury Department of the
general government. The difficult and intricate duties of the department require men of
wide range of knowledge and experience; of willing hearts, and untiring zeal. No army
can be efficient without the prompt exercise of their duties. At the same time there is
more work than in any other branch of service, and less chance for advancement in rank
and pay. The officers who direct or lead troops in battle, are — if they come out alive —
those whom the people delight to honor. But the man whose business skill, energy and
fertility of resources makes possible the marching and fighting of an army, rarely gains
fame beyond the commander, or troops with whom he serves. |, having been educated at
West Point, will, of course, tender my services, and, from my experience, will expect to
command a brigade. And if you should apply for and obtain an appointment as captain
and assistant quartermaster, 1 wish you would ask to be assigned to my command.”®

8 James Parton, General James Butler in New Orleans; History of the Administration of the Department of the Gulf
in the Year 1862, New York: Mason Brothers, 1864.
9W.G. LeDuc, Recollections of a Civil War Quartermaster, p. 65-66.



William G. Le Duc received his commission as a captain in the Quartermaster Department as
requested and was assigned to Brigadier General Dana’s Brigade, Sedgewick’s Division,
Sumner’s Il Corps of the Army of the Potomac in time to participate in the Peninsula Campaign
after it had reached White House Landing.

During the Civil War, the Quartermaster Department had responsibility for the issuance and
accountability of all supplies, and transportation. The Quartermaster branch did not appear until
1910 and so the Quartermasters were officers of the line appointed to the position. The
Commissary Department likewise had responsibility for provisions. Ordnance had responsibility
for the issuance of ammunition as well as the repair of weapons and carriages. A regiment had a
lieutenant as the Quartermaster, who was assisted by a Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant. A
brigade’s staff had Quartermaster, Ordnance and Commissary officers who held the rank of
captain. The division staff comprised field grade officers and Brigadier General Stewart Van
Vliet was the Chief Quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac.

Securing White House Landing

Because of the reliance on boats and the river system for resupply, this required the Army of the
Potomac and US Navy to combine in the conduct of joint operations. The Navy first sent four
gun boats up the Pamunkey to secure the waterway, while Brigadier General Stoneman’s
Cavalry Division raced to White House up the River Road that paralleled the Pamunkey River.

The four US Navy gunboats that operated on the Pamunkey River:
USS Chocura was screw gunboat launched October 5, 1861 by Curtis and Tilden, Boston,
Massachusetts, and commissioned February 15, 1862, Commander T. H. Patterson in
command.
USS Maratanza, a 786-ton double-ender, wooden steamer, was built at Boston Navy
Yard in 1861, then launched 26 November and commissioned on April 12, 1862.
USS Marblehead was an Unadilla-class gunboat launched by G. W. Jackman,
Newburyport, Massachusetts on October 16, 1861.
USS Sebago, a 832 long tons (845-ton) double-ended, sidewheel steamer, was built by the
Portsmouth Navy Yard, Kittery, Maine, launched on November 30, 1861; and
commissioned on March 26, 1862, with Lieutenant Edmund W. Henry in command.

At 10:15 a.m. on May 8, the USS Maratanza weighed anchor and sailed up the Pamunkey River
on a reconnaissance, in company with the gunboat Chocura. Having proceeded up the river
about six miles the gunboats discovered a company of rebel cavalry and the gunboat Chocura
opened fire upon them. USS Maratanza also fired one 24-pounder howitzer shell at the rebels.°

At 4 p.m. on May 10, a pilot for the Pamunkey River came on board the Chocura and it steamed
up the river in the company of the Sebago, Marblehead, and tugboat Boardman, astern. The next
day, from noon to 4 p.m., the gunboats spotted the approach of Union cavalry on the left bank of

10 Official Records Of The Union And Confederate Navies, Vol VII (on CD-ROM)
Abstract log of the USS Maratanza.



the river. The gunboats dropped anchor a little below White House, fired their pivot and rifle gun
in the direction of a camp of rebels, and continued firing till 4, at intervals of fifteen minutes.!

Robert Hunt Rhodes, D Company, 2" Rhode Island Volunteers, Devens’ Brigade, Couch’s
Division, Keyes’ IV Corps wrote in his journal:

Camp near Pamunkey River, Va., May11/62 — Friday our Cavalry came up with the
Rebels and charged through the lines, and falling into an ambush, turned and came back.
The Cavalry lost three killed and several wounded but brought back a number of
prisoners. The Rebels opened with skill and we were ordered to move up. Our Artillery
replied and the Rebel rear guard moved on. We followed to this place and are now
waiting orders. Food is scarce, and all that we have to eat is the cattle killed by the way.
No bread or salt in the Regiment and | am most starved. But it is all for the Union and we
do not complain.*?

May 12" 1862 — Left camp in the evening and marched to White House Landing on the
Pamunkey River. Here we found three gun boats [Chocura, Sebago, and Marblehead],
and we feel more comfortable. In the evening we attended an outdoor jubilee meeting
held by the Negroes. One of them preached a sermon. He tried to prove from the Bible
that truth that every man must seek his own salvation. He said: “Brethren, the Scripture
says, ‘Every man for himself. Every tub on its own bottom.” Not exactly Scripture but it
came near the truth. Our chaplain addressed the slaves, and the scene was a wild one. 3

White House Landing, Va., May 13/62 — This is historic ground for in yonder house
George Washington was married. From this house Colonel Wheaton has procured a fine
black saddle mule. We are now within twenty-four miles of Richmond.*

On May 12, 1862, Lieutenant Stevens, commanding USS Maratanza and senior Navy officer on
the Pamunkey River, wrote to Captain William Smith, “senior officer present,”

Sir: | have to report that since my last communication, at the request of General
Stoneman, | proceeded the same day as the date of my letter up the Pamunkey River ...
as far as the White House, for the purpose of exploring the river and supporting his
advance. We met with no obstacles of any kind, and found water enough for vessels
drawing 16 feet. Saw at the White House quite a force of mounted rebels, which we
[shelled and put] to flight.

The information derived from our reconnaissance will be of value to the general
commanding, as it will enable him to make the White House, distance only 22 miles from

11 Official Records Of The Union And Confederate Navies, Vol VIl (on CD-ROM)

Abstract log of the USS Chocura

12 Robert Hunt Rhodes (editor), All For the Union; The Civil War Diary and Letters of Elisha Hunt Rhodes, New
York: Orion Books, 1985.

13 Rhodes, All For the Union.

14 Rhodes, All For the Union.



Richmond, with a good road leading to the city, the base of his operations, or
Cumberland, as he may elect.

The railroad bridge crossing the Pamunkey at the White House has been destroyed by the
rebels, and also several gunboats at different points on the river.

On my return | left the Chocura at time White House, the Marblehead at Cumberland,
and directed the commanding officer of the Sebago to return and report to you. The
Maratanza, at the request of General Franklin, occupies a point midway between Eltham
and Cumberland, where the railroad from West Point to Richmond approaches quite near
the river, for the purpose of cutting off the use of the road by the rebels. | hope the
disposition of the force will meet your approval.®®

Joel Cook summarized:

White House was peaceably evacuated by the enemy on the evening of May 10, and was
immediately taken possession of by General Stoneman. Previously to their evacuation the
Rebels burned the Richmond & York River Railroad bridge a rude structure built upon
piles and crossing the Pamunky, making a break in it just large enough to allow the
Federal gunboat to pass through and ascend the river above. This destruction was thus a
positive benefit to the Union cause, and at any rate could not have inflicted any injury, as
the intention of the supply department was to use the railroad from White House to the
Chickahominy, abandoning the section leading to West Point. The orders given to
General Stonemen, when he occupied White House, were to hold it until the enemy
appeared with stronger force, in which case he was to retreat. A transport, with supplies,
sent up from Cumberland on Sunday, May 11, landed them, with every thing arranged for
a hasty departure if danger appeared. The enemy did not come, however, and on May 12
several thousand infantry marched to the place, and formed an adequate garrison. 6

At Cumberland the march upon Richmond was really commenced. The corps d’armee
were arranged into wings and centre, and General Stoneman, Philip St. George Cooke,
and Emory, with their cavalry forces, were the advanced guard. General Keyes, with his
corps, was on the extreme left, then general Heintzelman. General Sumner was in the
centre, with General Fitz-John Porter adjoining, and General Franklin on the extreme
right. The enemy were in force upon the Richmond side of the Chickahominy river, and
had strong bodies advancing across it, but they made no demonstrations against the
Federal army. General McClellan proceeded slowly and cautiously, abstaining from all
offensive movements until the supply post at White House was established and the whole
army free to act in concert. 1’

General Robert E. Lee’s wife, Mary, was at White House, the home of her son, Colonel Fitzhugh
Lee, when the Federals arrived. General McClellan made arrangements for Mrs. Lee’s safe

15 Official Records Of The Union And Confederate Navies, Vol VII (on CD-ROM)
Abstract log of the USS Maratanza (p. 353)

16 Joel Cook, The Siege of Richmond

17 Joel Cook, The Siege of Richmond
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passage through the Union lines to Richmond. She left a note on the door requesting that the
Union troops honor the memory of the Custis and Washington historical significance of the
house and not molest it. McClellan ordered guard placed on the house with instructions that the
house would be protected.

Trooper Francis Adams, of the 1% New York Cavalry, arrived at White House about 6:00 in the
morning on May 15 while it was raining and described what he saw:

Slocum and other general officers came up, dripping wet, and having given directions to
the troops where to camp, were glad to accept shelter in the dingy cabin of an old negro,
the few smouldering [sic] embers in the great fireplace affording us a little warmth.8

The [White House] plantation here was an extensive level plain of rich and productive
soil, easy of cultivation, and evidently under good care. It extended about five miles
along the bank of the river, and nearly three inland. There were fields of clover a foot
deep, and rye, and wheat, and corn, looking so bright and healthy, extending as far as the
eye could reach. Clumps of the old shade trees broke the broke the monotony here and
there, while broad avenues ran in various directions, fringed with willows and cedars.
The plantation had belonged to the Custis estate, and, like the rest of that property, had
descended to the Lee family.*®

The scenery, as we advanced up the Pamunky, became more and more beautiful, the
plantations more extensive and under a higher state of cultivation, and the people more
wealthy and intelligent. In short, it seemed as if our march was through a succession of
beautiful gardens, on which the eye dwelt with admiration. The people, however, were
considerably alarmed at first, and approached us with an air of timidity.?°

Now there was a sort of feudal air about these estates which reminded me of many parts
of the West of England. A high ridge extended along the bank of the river, which was
obscured here and there by tall trees and clustering vines, affording delightful shade in
the summer. The Lee house, a small, neat cottage of modern style, with gothic windows,
pointed gables, and little balustrades, stood at the upper end of the ridge, overlooking the
river, and was surrounded by a green lawn in which there were a few shade trees. A
graveled walk led to the front entrance. The grounds were small, but laid out with
considerable taste. Indeed, everything about the cottage was neat and plain. There were
also flower and vegetable gardens near by, both under good condition; and it was here
that we had the first strawberries and green peas of the season. Then there were extensive
fodder yards, barns, and cribs, filled to their utmost capacity with wheat, corn, and other
cereals. Below these there was quite a village of negro cabins, stretching along the ridge
and divided up into classes, with streets running between. The many-colored occupants of
these cabins seemed well provided for and contented. According to the Custis will, they
would all be free on the 4™ of July. | conversed with a number of them, found them much

18 Francis Colburn Adams, The Story of a Trooper; With Much of Interest Concerning the Campaign on the
Peninsula, Not Before Written, New York: Dick Fitzgerald, 1865, reprinted, General Books, 2009.

19 1bid.

2 |bid.
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attached to the place, and quite indifferent about changing their condition to long as they
could be made safe against being sold off the plantation.?*

On the inside of this ridge there was a deep ravine, filled tangle-wood and vines, a
number of bubbling springs, giving out a plentiful supply of pure cold water. Mrs. Lee
and her sister, and a few old servants, yet remained in the house, and solicited protection
from us. We at once placed guards over the house and gardens, and the Quartermaster
placed a guard over the grain and forage. These were necessary as a means of preserving
the property from useless destruction. We wanted the forage and grain for our own use.
And we asserted that our army came into the South to protect the people and their
property, not to burn down their houses and make war on defenceless [sic] women and
children, placing guards over this little house and garden seemed to me perfectly
proper.?

The young gentlemen of the Sanitary Commission coveted the house, and complaints
were made because they could not get it for a hospital. The good intentions of these
gentlemen were not always advanced with good judgment; for although this house might
have afforded very pleasant and comfortable accommodations for a number of
themselves, it would have made a very poor hospital, not being capable of
accommodating more than could be provided for in two hospitals.?

It ceased raining about two o’clock, and at four General McClellan came up and pitched
his headquarters tents on the lawn in front of the house. We all had a short supper that
night, and slept in our blankets on the wet ground.?

A number of pigs ran loose on the plantation, and soon became an object of envy to our
soldiers, several of whom laid violent hands on them, thereby endangering that exact
discipline which ruled in the army under McClellan, and discovering also an
unpardonable want of respect for the orders of General Andrew Porter, our Provost
Marshal General.?®

| have spoken in the early part of this history of the melancholy man in black, who
figured in the organization of the 1% New York Lincoln Cavalry. He was now a Captain
of the regiment, and being exceedingly hungry, and not having the fear of certain orders
before his eyes, paid an old negro two dollars, good and lawful currency, for the privilege
of shooting a pig. For this grievous military offense the melancholy man was placed
under arrest, and confined to his tent, with a guard over him, for the space of ten days. It
was reported that the General who ordered this severe punishment of an officer had the
pig for supper. The melancholy man, I ought to mention, employed his time in giving
license to his poetical inspirations. Indeed he wrote a number of poems, and painted
several amusing figures, all illustrating the great military offense of killing a pig in an

2 1bid.
22 1bid.
2 1bid.
24 1bid.
% 1bid.

12



enemy’s country. And when he had sufficiently repented of his crime, he wrote a letter to
the Commanding General, setting forth the great reform that had taken place in his
morals, and promising that if he were restored his liberty, never to shoot another pig
without a special order from the Provost-Marshal General.?®

On the 16" our fleet of transports came up, and with it a swarm of inquisitive Jews and
speculating “Yankees,” who commenced trade on the river, and were soon carrying on a
brisk business with the soldiers. The White House plantation soon changed its color and
character. Mrs. Lee, not fancying the demonstrative character of her new visitors, nor the
freedom they made with her fields, applied to be sent through the lines to her husband.
Her application was granted a few days after, and, with a flag of truce and an escort of
cavalry, she was delivered outside of our lines, with an amount of ceremony beyond even
what gallantry demanded.?’

On May 16, the Union vanguard advanced further north vacating White House Plantation to the
remainder of the Army. Robert Hunt Rhodes recorded his arrival at Dr. Macon’s plantation, near
Tunstall’s Station:

Macon’s Plantation, Va., May 16/62 — Wednesday we left the White House and came to
this place, a distance of three miles, and on the Richmond and West Pont Railroad. Last
night one of the Rebel General Stewart’s orderlies came into our Cavalry lines by mistake
and was captured. Two of our companies had a brush with the Rebels yesterday. We are
on a high hill and our Batteries command the country round about. This farm is owned by
a Dr. Macon. One of our gun boats fired an eleven inch shell that landed in his yard.
Property is respected as much as it was in Washington. Even the generals sleep out of
doors, and the rights of the people are respected. The men living here are surprised at
this, as they were told the Yankees would destroy everything. The female portion of the
population are very bitter and insult every soldier they meet, or rather think that they do.
One of them said as the U.S. flag was borne by her house: | never expected to live to see
this day.” If the Rebels were not in our front we could ride to Richmond by rail in a short
time as the distance is only about twenty miles. General McClellan visited out camp.?®

Trooper Adams rode up to the Macon estate on May 17 and said Dr. Macon was very friendly.
He admitted that other inhabitants of the region were very friendly and regretted the war.

Joel Cook described the subsequent advance of the remainder of the Army of the Potomac from
Cumberland Landing to White House:

On the morning of Friday, May 16, the camp at Cumberland was broken up, and the army
left for White House, five miles northwestward. Troops were constantly leaving
Cumberland until Saturday, and Sunday morning saw the last teams of the United States
army being dragged from the once so thickly-peopled plain. A rain, which began on
Thursday and continued all night, converted the roads into deep mud, and the marching

% 1bid.
27 1bid.
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troops and artillery cut them up terribly. This movement was most sadly delayed. Many
of the teams had to be assisted along the whole distance by details of men, and it took
nearly all of them thirty-six hours to pass between the two places. Virginia roads, after a
rain-storm, are execrable.?®

The troops of General Franklin, Porter, and Sumner, upon their arrival at White House,
encamped upon a piece of level ground extending along the Pamunky, and which had
been planted with corn and clover. General Keyes and Heintzelman were to the south of
them [advancing along the Richmond-Williamsburg Road now Highway 60]. Until his
baggage-train arrived, General McClellan made the White House his headquarters.
Troops and teams were arriving from Friday until Sunday, and it was not until the
afternoon of that day that everything became settled and quiet. Monday morning, early,
saw the vast army move again. The supply post had been established and had commenced
operations, and the army was free to begin the earnest work before it. General
Heintzelman and Keyes marched toward Bottom’s Bridge, a crossing-place of the
Chickahominy ten miles east-southeast of Richmond and thirteen west of White House.
These general commanded a force of forty thousand men of all arms of service, and were
well supplied with artillery. The main body left by roads crossing the Peninsula north of
the railroad, though near it and by noon on Monday, May 19, the entire army of the
Potomac was on the direct road toward Richmond. %

War Correspondent George Alfred Townsend arrived at White House shortly before the Army of
the Potomac vacated it.

It was growing dark as we rounded to at “White House;” the camp fires of the grand
army lit up the sky, and edged the tree-boughs of the margin with ribands of silver. Some
drums beat in the distance; sentries paced the strand; the hum of men, and the lowing of
commissary cattle, were borne towards us confusedly; soldiers were bathing in the river;
team-horses were drinking at the brink; a throng of motley people were crowding about
the landing to receive the papers and mails. | had at last arrived at the seat of war, and my
ambition to chronicle battles and bloodshed was about to be gratified.3!

Rains had turned the road into morasses which severely impeded traffic. Wagons could only haul
half their normal weight and still become mired in the mud. Lieutenant Josiah Marshall Favill,
Adjutant of the 57" New York Infantry, French’s Brigade, Richardson’s Division, Sumner’s II
Corps, wrote in his diary on May 15:

If there were any kind of roads in this country, it would not matter so much, but they are
all clay, and the center of the road is universally the lowest part of it, in consequence, an

29 Joel Cook, The Siege of Richmond
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31 Geo. Alfred Townsend, Campaigns of a Non-Combatant, and his Romaunt Abroad During the War, New York:
Blelock & Company, 1866.
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hour’s rain makes them impassable for artillery or wagons, and laborious and difficult for
infantry. 32

Likewise animals sunk up to their bellies and were unable to extract themselves. On May 16,
Keyes Corps had just left Cumberland Landing and Charles H. Brewster of the 10"
Massachusetts Infantry, Couch’s Division of Keyes’ IV Corps wrote about what he observed on
their way to Bottom’s Bridge:

We passed any quantity of Wagons that they left in the road, many of them stuck in the
mud clear up to the bottoms of them and of the dead mules and horses there is not end,
and the stench is horrible.®

The rains would continue to plague transportation throughout the rest of the campaign.

On May 16, McClellan established his headquarters at White House Landing on the Pamunkey
with Porter’s V Corps, Franklin’s VI Corps, Sykes Regular Division, and Smith’s Division.
Casey and Couch’s Divisions of Keyes’ IV Corps were at New Kent Court House, Hooker and
Kearney’s Divisions of Heintzelman’s 111 Corps were near Roper’s Church, and Richardson and
Sedgewick’s Divisions of Sumner’s Il Corps were still near Eltham Landing on the York River.3*

On May 18, two days after the port operations began, Charles B. Hayden of the 2" Michigan
Infantry, Kearny’s Division of Heintzelman’s III Corps wrote of arriving at White House:

We have plenty of provisions & can buy anything we wish [from the Sutlers] at the
landing. The Pamunkey is not more than 20 to 25 rods [330 to 412.5 feet] wide but is so
deep that large vessels run up close to the shore & unload without the aid of lighters or a
wharf. We are supplied here with as little trouble as if we were at Ft. Monroe.®

When the first vessels arrived at White House Landings, as seen from later Matthew Brady
photos, they anchored perpendicular to the shore line with their bows facing the river bank. Since
the river bank was the same height as the decks of the vessels, the stevedores most likely ran
planks from the deck to the bank to offload cargo by hand.

On 19 May, McClellan relocated his headquarters along with Porter’s V Corps and Franklin’s VI
Corps to Tunstall’s Station, five miles from White House Landing.*® A railroad station was
where the road intersected with the railroad and a rail spur paralleled the main track where cars

32 Josiah Marshall Favill, The Diary of a Young Officer; Serving with the Armies of the United States During the
War of the Rebellion, Chicago: R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company, 1909.

33 David W. Blight, edit, When This Cruel War Is Over; The Civil War Letters of Charles Harvey Brewster,
Amherst: The University of Massachusetts Press, 1992.

34 MG George B. McClellan, Letter of the Secretary of War, Transmitting Report n the Organization of the Army of
the Potomac, and of Its Campaigns in Virginia and Maryland, Washington: Government Printing Office, 1864,
p.93.

3 Stephen W. Sears, For God and Country; The Civil War Journal of Charles B. Hayden, New York: Ticknor &
Fields, 1993.

3 McClellan, Report on the Army of the Potomac, p. 93.
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could unload without interfering with passing traffic. The main line and spur cut through a small
rise in elevation just west of where the road intersected the railroad.

After McClellan removed his headquarters from White House, Reverend James Junius Marks,
Chaplain of the 63" Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry under Kearney’s Division, Heintzelman’s
I11 Corps arrived at White House. He described what he saw:

| landed at White House, and found more than a hundred vessels, transports, and steamers
lying in the river at this place. No one who is not familiar with a great army can have any
conception of the vastness of the expedition of labor essential to feed it.3’

After operating at Bottom’s Bridge from May 20-23 (Companies “A,” “F,” “H” and “K”),
Companies “B,” “C,” “D,” “E,” “G” and “I”” of the 93" New York Volunteer Infantry of Casey’s
Division was assigned duty back at White House Landing on May 19 to secure it until it was
burned on June 25. The 93 New York then fought in the Seven Days Battles.

The Union Supply Base — White House

McClellan appointed his aide-de-camp and former | Corps Chief Quartermaster, Lieutenant-
colonel Rufus Ingalls, USMA 1843, in charge of the supply base at White House. An extremely
efficient officer, he would later replace BG Stewart Van Vliet as the Chief Quartermaster of the
Army of the Potomac on July 10, 1862 and hold that position throughout the remainder of the
war. BG Van Vliet described the challenge of logistics operation at White House and the
problems caused by the constant rain:

Extensive wharves were at once constructed by throwing our barges and canal-boats
ashore at high tide and bridging them over. The railroad bridge across the Pamunkey had
been burned by the enemy, and the rolling stock of the road removed. From a
reconnaissance in front the railroad was found to be uninjured, with the exception of two
or three small bridges, which had been burned. In anticipation of moving along this road
toward Richmond, rolling stock for the road had been purchased, and a competent force
employed to work on it. Working parties were immediately put on the road and the
engines and cars landed an in a few days the road was again in running order, and cars
loaded with supplies were constantly running to the front. The real troubles in supplying
the army commenced at this point, owing to the condition of the roads, rendered almost
impassable by frequent and long-continued storms... At this point our large depots
remained until the battle of Gaines’ Mill, the 27" of June. During this time the army was
in front of Richmond, from 15 to 20 miles in advance, all of its immense supplies were
thrown forward by the railroad and the large supply trains of the army. The frequent and
heavy rains, by injuring the railroad and impairing the wagon roads, rendered it a matter
of great difficulty at times to transport the large amount of material and supplies, but in
not instance, | believe, did our department fail in discharging the duty devolving upon it.
Of forage and subsistence alone over 500 tons were daily required by the army. Adding
to this the other necessary supplies swelled this amount to over 600 tons, which rain or

37 James Julius Marks, The Peninsular Campaign in Virginia, Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1864, p. 72.
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shine, had to be handled at the depots each day and forwarded to our lines. The
difficulties in supplying an army of 100,000 men are not generally comprehended. Each
man consumes 3 pounds of provisions per day, and every horse 26 pounds of forage. One
hundred thousand men would therefore be readily seen that an army of this size could
leave its depots but a short distance in the rear in marching through a country destitute of
supplies and depending on carrying everything with it.*

Joel Cook described the logistical base at White House:

Before leaving White House, the commissary post and its operation, together with the
condition and usefulness of the contrabands employed there, ought to be fully described.
At the time the army left, the post was not in full operation; but the following week saw a
port on a tortuous, scarcely-known river of Virginia, which was a fair rival of New York,
Philadelphia, or Boston in all extent of its coastwise commerce. Steam and sail vessels
continually arriving and departing, extensive wharves, with cargoes constantly unloading,
crowds of negroes, carrying boxes, rolling barrels, dancing, singing, and joking, officers,
armed with a little brief authority, giving orders with stentorian voices, and all the
hubbub and confusion of a large port, were found at White House. It was a busy town,
without a single warehouse in which to store its goods. Lines of railroad ran to the river-
side, and beside them the commissary stores were piled, and, as they were needed by the
army before Richmond, were loaded upon the cars and sent forward. All was under the
superintendence of two most excellent officers. The quartermaster’s department was
presided over by Lieutenant-Colonel R. Ingalls, and the subsistence department by
Captain G. Bell. Both were honest, hard-working men, and they conducted the business
of the post admirably. 3

Fleet:

John Tucker, the Assistant Secretary of War, chartered 128 steamers, 187 schooners, and 90
barges.*® There was a harbormaster at White House and another stationed at Fort Monroe who
sent ships forward to White House landing as needed.*

An unending stream of vessels passed both up and down the river. A fleet at Fortress
Monroe fed the upward current, and another of anchored transports at White House
received it. As the supplies were needed, the vessels containing them were brought to the
wharves and unloaded by negroes; and as soon as the cargo was discharged the vessel
was sent off to a Northern port for another. All kinds of craft were employed by the
government, - brigs, schooners, sloops, canal-boats, steam-boats, and propellers, - every
thing which could float, and whose owner could get the Government to employ it. 42

3 Report of BG Stewart Van Vliet, US Army, Chief Quartermaster, August 2, 1862, OR, Series I, Volume II, Part I,
p. 159.
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Joel Cook described the condition of the fleet:

Some of the vessels chartered by the Government were the greatest oddities. The North
seemed to have been ransacked to find all the queer, old, worn-out steamboats and
broken-down barges and canal-boats. Steamboats which had, from age or debility, been
discarded from Northern pleasure-lines, and which during 1861 suddenly disappeared
from Northern bays and rives, were found plying up and down the York and Pamunky
Rivers. Old tow-boats, familiar servants to the ship-owners of large cities, long, lank
propellers, which neither nature nor art ever intended to be models either of speed or
beauty, sprightly tugs, once frisking about in Northern harbors, all had been transferred to
the Pamunky, where they puffed and labored and made the hills echo their shrill
whistles.*

Some vessels in Government employ were new and in excellent repair. By far the
greatest portion, however, were in bad condition, and were held at exorbitant prices, -
prices promptly paid, and in many cases without adequate services rendered. Some were
completely broken down, - leaky hulls and leaky boilers, - and other managed to get rid
of doing any work. One owner is said to have gone up to White House to look after his
vessel, when he was told by some one in the quartermaster’s department, -*

“The Government is going to discharge the boat.”

“Why s0?”

“Because the captain keeps dodging about hiding among the big boats, and don’t carry
one cargo in six months.”

Boats out of repair were condemned, and sent home to be fixed up, the payment of
charter-money being stopped in the mean while. Unless damage was caused by
Government officials, the authorities never paid for its repair. The boats on the Pamunky
were condemned by scores.

Sail-vessels were generally chartered at prices very near the ruling ones in the freight-
markets. They were employed to carry cargoes from Northern ports to White House,
were paid fair freights, and the usual allowances for delays in unloading. “°

Warren Lee Goss, 7" Massachusetts, Devens’ Brigade, Couch’s Division, Keyes’ IV Corps,
described,

The Pamunky is navigable to this point [White House], having sufficient depth, but is
very narrow, in fact, so narrow that some of the larger steamers could not turn, for their
stem and stern would reach either bank, except at selected places.*’

43 |bid.
4 1bid.
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Wagon Transportation
Bruce P. Schoch summed up the volume of traffic passing through White House:

Over a 3-week period, the transports moved 3,600 wagons, 700 ambulances, 300 tubes of
artillery, 2,500 head of cattle, and 25,000 horses and mules. Four hundred five vessels
totaling 86,278 tons-including 71 side-wheel steamers; 57 propeller-driven steamers; 187
schooners, brigs, and barks; and 90 barges-hauled an enormous tonnage of cargo for the
Peninsula campaign to Fortress Monroe in the spring of 1862. The daily supply
requirements were prodigious: 3 pounds of subsistence per man and 26 pounds of fodder
per horse or mule; over 500 tons of rations and fodder and over 100 tons of all other
classes of supply for the entire army.*8

On May 19, Lieutenant Josiah Favill, Adjutant of the 57" New York Infantry, French’s Brigade,
Richardson’s Division, Sumner’s II Corps recorded in his diary riding back to White House to
bring up the regimental wagons:

After a comfortable chat we parted company, and I rode along, meeting no one, until
close to White House, where | passed an immense drove of cattle, and apparently an
endless string of wagons; by good luck, I ran across Quartermaster Demarest, of the
sixty-sixth [New York], in charge of the [French’s] brigade train, and asked him to send
our wagons up to the regiment, which he promised to do.*®

It took two days for a wagon to reach the forward depots of the Army of the Potomac on the
Chickahominy River.

Prince Philippe d’Orleans, Count of Paris, served with the Army of the Potomac during the
Peninsula Campaign and described his observations of the wagon requirements for the Army of
the Potomac:

The American wagon drawn by six mules, carries a load of 2000 pounds, sufficient,
therefore, to supply 500 men, provided it can make the trip daily, going and returning,
between the army and its depots. If the distance to be traveled is such as to require a
whole day’s march, one day being lost in returning empty, it will only be able to supply
500 men every other day, or 250 men daily. To go a distance of two days’ march from its
base of operations is a very small matter for an army that is manoeuvring [sic] in front of
the enemy, and yet, according to this computation, it will require four wagons to supply
500 men with provisions, or eight for 1000, and consequently 800 for 100,000 men. If
this army of 100,000 men has 16,000 cavalry and artillery horses, a small number
comparatively speaking, 200 more wagons will be required to carry their daily forage,
and therefore, 800 to transport it to a distance of two days’ march. These 1600 wagons
are, in their turn, drawn by 9600 mules, which, also consuming twenty-five pounds
during each of the three days out of four they are away from the depot, require 360
wagons more to carry their forage; these 360 wagons are drawn by 2400 animals, and in

48 Bruce P. Schoch, “Union Logistics in the Peninsula Campaign,” Army Logistician, March-April 1996.
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War of the Rebellion, Chicago: R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company, 1909.
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order to transport the food required by the latter, 92 additional wagons are necessary.
Adding twenty more, for general purposes, we shall find that 2000 wagons, drawn by
12,000 animals, are strictly necessary to victual an army of 100,000 men and 16,000
horses at only two days’ march from its base of operations. In the same proportion, if this
army finds itself separated from its base of operations by three days’ march, 3760
wagons, drawn by 22,000 animals, will be found indispensable for that service.>

Wharves:
Joel Cook described the construction of the wharves:

When its cargo was discharged, the vessel usually sailed back to the North free of
Government control. Still, in some instances the courses taken with steam-vessels was
followed in the case of the others, and as exorbitant prices paid to charter indifferent
hulks as were ever paid the owners of dilapidated steamboats. Coal-boats were generally
bought, being made into wharves when their cargoes were all out. All the landing-places
at White House were old barges and canal-boats securely lashed together and laid side by
side until they extended to deep water. Lumber was sent up from Fortress Monroe to
cover them, and to make floors upon which the stores might be piled on shore.>*

A study of the Matthew Brady photos show the initial wharves built around White House and
expanded from there. The photos also reveal up to five locations from White House to the
railroad bridge where boats berthed perpendicular to the shore line, probably because there were
no empty barges available to build wharves. The Engineers busied themselves with the
reconstruction of the railroad bridge over the Pamunkey River. There seemed to be no material
handling equipment like cranes and all cargo was offloaded by hand.

In his February 17, 1863 report to MG McClellan Rufus Ingalls mentioned:

The depot at White House was made very perfect and efficient. Ten or twelve barge
wharves were constructed for use of the various staff departments. The railroad was put
in thorough repair, and the army on the Chickahominy was kept well supplied.>?

Classes of Supply:

Class I Subsistence and forage
Lines of railroad ran to the rive-side, and beside them the commissary stores were piled,
and, as they were needed by the army before Richmond, were loaded upon the cars and
sent forward. >

Cattle on the hoof were grazed in pasture a couple miles from White House.

%0 The Comte de Paris, translated by Louis F. Tasistro, edited by Henry Coppee, LL.D., History of the Civil War in
America, Vol. 1., Philadelphia: Jos. H. Coates & Co., 1876.
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Lieutenant Favill, Sumner’s IT Corps, wrote in his dairy on June 9 and 10:

Food is scant, and limited as to variety; the mess has little besides salt pork, hard tack,
and a few cans of preserved peaches; breakfast, dinner, and tea are all alike. Luckily, the
eau de vie, the commissary in the vernacular, and the coffee, comes down to us in endless
streams, so we shall not utterly collapse.>*

And then again on June 16th:

Food is still poor for officers on account of the non-appearance of the sutlers. The men
get fresh beef twice a week; bean soup, salt pork, dessicated vegetables, and occasionally
canned peaches.>®

He later recorded that a sutler finally arrived at the camp of French’s Brigade on June 19.

Some forage was offloaded at Garlick’s Landing on the Pamunkey River above the railroad
bridge.

Class Il clothing and equipment

Replacement or initial issue of tentage and replacement clothing was issued at White House
Landing to units passing through as well as forward at the advanced depots once they were
established.

Class 111 Fuel
Coal was always furnished steam-vessels by Government. Hundreds of barges from the
Lehigh and Schuylkill regions of Pennsylvania came to White House loaded with fuel,
and, when the stock on any boat was low, the captain procured an order to fill his
bunkers, and, hauling alongside the nearest barge, took what was requisite. Contrabands
were always furnished for coal-heavers, and the order having the number of tones taken
marked upon it was a sufficient voucher for the captain of the coal-barge. This coal was
bought by the Government, under some of the numerous contracts which were so famous
during the summer of 1861. It was of all qualities, - a great deal of good, but still a great
deal of bad.>®

Class IV Construction materials
Lumber was sent up from Fortress Monroe to cover them [barges], and to make floors
upon which the stores might be piled on shore. ¥

Captain Le Duc wrote about returning to White House for lumber and carpenters on June 3. 8

5 Favill, The Diary of a Young Officer.
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Lumber for construction of the corduroy roads and bridges was also acquired from local saw
mills.

Class V Ammunition
Some of the transports — especially those containing ordnance stores - remained for months at
anchor without being once disturbed. >°

Class VI Sundry Items were purchased from Sutlers, civilian merchants who accompanied the
Army to the field and sold provisions to soldiers either from the back of their wagons or tents.
The Sutlers set up operations at White House and some did accompany the Corps forward.
Sutlers were the predecessor of AAFES trailer.

After the Army of the Potomac vacated White House Landing and J.E.B. Stuart’s Cavalry
arrived on 29 June, they found large quantities of provisions attesting to the abundance and
diversity of food supplied to Union troops:

Their sutler’s shops were on the most elaborate scale — quantities of barrels of sugar,
lemons by the millions, cases of wine, beer and other liquors of every description,
confectionary, canned meats, and fruits and vegetables, and great quantities of ice, all still
in excellent condition. The eggs were packed in barrels of salt.®

When Francis Adams of the New York Cavalry returned two weeks after the port operations
began at White House, he described the city of merchants and businessmen that had sprung up:

This White House plantation has since been a prominent feature in the war. | visited it
about two weeks after the time we first occupied it, and found it transformed into a city of
tents, inhabited by Jews, sutlers, and speculators. Streets were laid out and named, and
long lines of tent-shanties, in which a brisk trade was carried on, gave a gay and
picturesque appearance to the place. Here a persuasive Jew made his bow, and invited
you in to buy his cheap clothing and his flimsy haberdashery; there, an enterprising
gentleman from Boston had opened a showy establishment, and had everything the
soldier wanted, from a bunch of matches to a leathery cheese. Then a respectable looking
gentleman from New York invited you in to see the extensive stock he was just opening,
and intended to sell at cost and expenses. He didn’t want to make a dollar out of the
soldier, he was sure he didn’t; and as for the like of a bottle of good whiskey, why he
always threw that in as a matter of friendship. The “Broadway Saloon” rivaled with the
“Philadelphia House” in the quantity and quality of the dinner given you for a dollar.
Both had their female contraband waiters, draped in the gayest attire; both swarmed with
flies, and steamed with the heat of a furnace. Steamboats in the pay of the Government
were turned into lodging-houses by their enterprising captains, who would oblige the
traveler with a mattress and a blanket for a dollar a night. The good young men of the
Sanitary Commission had a part of the city set off to themselves, and went about in
search of the sick and hungry, whom they invited to come in and be healed. These
gentlemen, | found, were the object of dislike to the Jews, who complained that trade was

%9 Joel Cook, The Siege of Richmond
80W.W. Blackford, War Years with Jeb Stuart, p. 75
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seriously damaged by the Sanitary men giving away what they had to sell. There, too,
was the sleek, insinuating gentleman, with his dyed beard and moustache, and his hair so
exactly oiled and parted, moving about and making the acquaintance of officers, to whom
he would suggest in a quiet way that there was a “little game” going on just beyond the
Oaks. The great feature of this city of camps, however, was the vast number of
contrabands that had congregated in it, of every hue, and the gay colors they were draped
in. The energetic Col. Ingalls, whose highest ambition was to see the soldiers well
provided for, was the great presiding genius of this queer city, and managed its affairs in
a manner that seemed to give satisfaction to all. | noticed that he was a great favorite with
the contrabands, for whom he found employment.5!

Contraband labor:

While the Army had Quartermaster and Ordnance Sergeants in the companies and regiments,
there were no logistics units and all labor above the regimental level was performed by civilian
hire or contract labor. Major General Butler’s decision to consider escaped slaves “contraband of
war,” provided the Army of the Potomac a ready manpower pool to hire as civilian labor. The
name “contraband” stuck and they were hired to drive wagons; and when the Army arrived at
White House Landing, they were hired as stevedores.

Approx. 300-400 “contraband” laborers were camped about 1/8 mile from White House (or
hospital at White House) 52

Joel Cook gave a detailed account of the contraband labor force at White House Landing:

All the labor of unloading stores or transferring them form one boat to another was
performed by gangs of negroes. Twenty or thirty were placed under the charge of a sharp
negro overseer, whose pay was generally regulated by the amount of work his gang
performed. These negroes would commence at daylight and work until dark, every one
arguing, ordering, singing, or shouting. A boat-load of negroes with no officer by was
unbearable, and the overseer, whose supreme authority was most prominent in all his
acts, generally led the rest in their noise by all sorts of unintelligible orders. Let an officer
step on board, though, and all would be quiet, each man rolling his barrel or carrying his
box, but keeping most careful watch over his tongue.

These negroes were paid good wages by the Government, and were fed with soldier’s
rations. Each gang slept on a barge, and one of the number, exempted from other labor,
did the cooking. The negro quarters were always a poplar place of resort after nightfall
for al who wished to be amused. Songs, dances, stump-speeches, and arguments, in
which “words of learned length and thundering sound” were used with out reference to
grammar or dictionary, would be heard for hour after hour. A negro is an exhaustless wit;
and these original Virginians, brim-full of every kind of fun, talked politics, discussed the
war, gave characters to their former masters, and settled the fate of Richmond, nightly.

61 Adams, The Story of a Trooper.

82 Richard Wheeler, Sword Over Richmond: An Eyewitness History Of McClellan's Peninsula Campaign, p. 191-
193.
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But even humor often became listless; and theirs, as midnight approached, usually
waned. Each weary fellow crept off to what he called his bed, the last one kicking over
the candle. And until dawn Africa was quiet. ®*

The usual statement of the officers of the subsistence department, as to their work-
abilities, was that if free negroes from the Slave States could be exclusively employed
they would wish no better help. Slaves who were runaways, or who had been
emancipated by the advance of the Union troops, were very poor workmen. A Virginia
negro never performs a quarter of a day’s work on his master’s plantation. If he is a
house-servant, he is usually a favorite, and, of course, knows nothing of the really hard
labor required on the transports. Field-hands plough, plant, and hoe corn, reap the crops,
and husk the ears; but the greater part of the them work when they please, and even then
have no employment for large part of the year. Even when wages are offered, the
stimulus is not sufficient to overcome ancient habits of laziness. The department was
always anxious to rid itself of these lazy runaways.

Parties of fugitives from all parts of Eastern Virginia came daily into the lines of the
army. The majority flocked to White House to seek employment. Of course, they were
taken if there was the slightest possible chance of giving them work, either there or at the
issuing-depots on the railroad. These negroes had strange ideas of what they expected to
find in the North. One of these numerous parties was asked, -

“Well, what made you leave your master? Wasn’t he kind to you?”

Oh, yes, massa, berry kind, berry kind.”

“Well, didn’t he give you enough to eat?”

“Oh, yes, | plenty of dat; nuff to eat.”

“Well, what made you leave him?”

“Why, de trufe am dat he made us work.” %

Another squad were questioned, -

“Well, what made you leave your homes?”

“Why, we’d heerd ‘bout de Norf bein’ such a nice place, so we tort dat we would go to
um.?’

“Nice place! Why, how do you mean?”

“Well, we were told dat nobody did no work up dar.”

The usual ideal with all the runaway slaves was, that once out of the Confederacy and
they would be free of work. Many a one who has had a day-dreams, and night-dreams
too, of living without work, has been terribly disappointed when he stepped upon the
White House wharves. A free negro never has such ideas. He had to work too hard to
support himself and family before he thought of leaving his home, ever to believe such
rumors. No negro artificers or mechanics ever came into the Federal lines. They were
always pressed into the Rebel service, where their skill in their various callings was
employed to the utmost extent, and they were watched too closely to allow of desertion.

% 1bid.
% 1bid.
% 1bid.
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The habits of the White House contrabands were a fruitful source of study, and gave
amusement to everyone there. ¢

Medical:

Each regiment was authorized a surgeon and assistant surgeon, and each division was assigned a
hospital. As the right wing of the Army of the Potomac had advanced along the Pamunkey River
from Cumberland Landing, they dropped off their sick at Baltimore Crossroads, eight miles from
Cumberland and five miles short of White House.®

Army chaplains busied themselves with the wounded and consequently provided good insight to
the hospitals. Chaplain Joseph Hopkins Twichell of the New York Excelsior Brigade, BG Joseph
Hooker’s Division of Samuel Heintzelman’s 111 Corps, wrote to his father on May 26:

As we approach Richmond the houses all the houses, especially those of the better class,
are deserted and the sight of a white native is rare. Our hospitals are established in these
empty abodes, thus made in an essential point to contribute to our comfort. I think the
medical department of the Army is far behind all others in energy and capacity. There has
been much unnecessary suffering among the sick. ..

The army hospital was established at White House where soldiers could be evacuated by boats.
Frederick Law Olmsted, Executive Secretary of US Sanitary Commission, headed the medical
effort for the sick and wounded at White House Landing until McClellan abandoned it. As the
Corps advanced to their positions on the outskirts of Richmond, their surgeons established their
field hospitals usually at or near one of the railroad stations.

Surgeon and Medical Director of the Army of the Potomac, Charles S. Tripler, reported to MG
McClellan on May 27:

At White House, Va. This hospital consists of 105 hospital tents at present — all I have
been able to command. It will probably be extended when more are received. One-half of
these tents have been furnished with plank banquettes. The remainder will be similarly
furnished when the lumber can be procured. Brigade Surg. J. H. Baxter, Volunteer
service, is at present in charge. He is to be relieved by Brigade Surg. A. T. Watson in a
few days. Drs. Alexander Bicker, of New York; A. E. Stocker, Asa Millett, Joseph
Underwood, Francis C. Grecue, and F. LeB. Monroe are the surgeons in attendance.
When this hospital was organized, the medical service was performed gratuitously by
Drs. Cogswell, Swinburne, Lansing, Willard, and Kneeland, of New York, and Drs. Page
and Hall, of Massachusetts. They were relieved on the 26" by the contract physicians
above mentioned.”

57 Ibid..

8 Marks, The Peninsular Campaign in Virginia, p. 175, 179.
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War Correspondent George Alfred Townsend recorded that Surgeon General Watson was the
Hospital Commandant at White House.

Reverend Marks described the hospital at White House when he saw it after the Battle of Fair
Oaks:

In the course of two days we had them all removed to the White House. At this place, in
one of the great fields, was pitched a city of hospital tents. The location of these was most
ill-advised; for the ground was swampy, the water lying much of the time upon the
surface. Many of the tents were without floors, and the men suffered from much
dampness...There was an excellent position for the tents around the White House: here
the grounds were high, well drained, and covered with grass, and the whole surface
protected by shade-trees. No more genial and delightful spot could be selected near the
Pamunky than the grounds around General Lee’s house. But for some unexplained reason
a boggy field was chosen for the hospital tents, and guards were stationed at every gate of
the White House, allowing no one to enter the premises.’

Captain Le Duc likewise mentioned a criticism he heard:

‘I fear McClellan will be censured,” one of them said, ‘for putting a guard over the house,
and for not putting the hospital in the yard of the place, - although it is better where it is.’
And McClellan probably knew nothing of the guard, or of the location of the hospital,
which is the Surgeon’s business. 2

US Military Railroad (USMRR)

After Secretary of War Edwin Stanton appointed COL D. C. McCallum as the General Manager
of the newly created US Military Railroad on 11 February 1862; and in 1866, McCallum
reported,

March 14, 1862, General McClellan instructed me to have five locomotives and eighty
cars loaded upon vessels in the harbor of Baltimore, and held subject to his orders with a
view to using them in his contemplated peninsular campaign.

They were purchased from northern railroad companies, loaded as directed and remained
on the vessels until early May, when they were sent to White House, Virginia and placed
upon the Richmond and York River railroad.

Another engine was added in June to the number, and all employed in transporting
supplies between White House and the front, which toward the close of June, was twenty
miles from White House and four miles from Richmond. Upon the withdrawal of the
army of the Potomac to Harrison’s Landing, June 28, all rolling stock was destroyed or
damaged, as far as practicable, to prevent it from falling into the hands of the enemy.”

"1 Marks, The Peninsular Campaign in Virginia, p. 184-185.

2 e Duc, Recollections of a Civil War Quartermaster, p. 80.

3 «“Report of Col. D. C. McCallum, General Manager of the U.S. Military Railroads, 1866,” Edwin P. Alexander,
Civil War Railroads & Models, New York: Clarkson N. Potter, Inc/Publishers, 1977.
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McCallum purchased 40 cars from the Boston and Worcester Railroad and 50 from the
Providence and Worcester Railroad at $500 for flat cars and $600 for covered cars.’”

A Civil War locomotive could pull up to 20 cars.

Transportation:
5 locomotives: ™

Ontario, No. 1, built by Hinkley & Drury in 1848, and sold by Fintchburg Railroad;
captured by the Confederates and sold in 1865

Wyandank, (was Thornton) No. 8, built by Baldwin in 1853, and sold by Long Island
Railroad; captured by the Confederates and sold in 1865

Exeter, No. 27, built by Hinkley & Drury in 1856, and sold by Boston & Maine Railroad;
captured by the Confederates and sold in 1865

Speedwell, No. 18, built by Lawrence Machine Shop in 1859, and sold by Old Colony
& Fall River Railroad; captured by the Confederates, renamed Chickahominy, and sold to O. H.
Donovan in 1865 for $5,000

Spark, No. 33, built by Norris & Son in 1862, captured by the Confederates and sold in

1865

80 rail cars

3,600 Wagons ®

700 ambulances’’

71 side-wheel steamers’®

57 propeller driven boats

187 schooners, brigs and barks’®
90 barges®

Each regiment had an average of six wagons. One of the wagons hauled the surgeon’s medical
stores. Another carried three wall tents and the baggage of the field and staff officers. The third
wagon carried the baggage of the line officers. The fourth wagon hauled the pans and kettles of
the line companies. The fifth and sixth wagons carried rations.®!

"4 Thomas Weber, The Northern Railroads in the Civil War, 1861-1865, Westport, Conn: Greenwood Press,
Publishers, 1952.

S Names of six locomotives were provided by George B. Abdill, Civil War Railroads, Burbank, CA: Superior
Publishing Company, 1961; and information on the locomotives was provided by Alexander, Civil War Railroads &
Models. The sixth locomotive may have been drawn from the fact that the confederacy captured five locomotives
and it was incorrectly assumed that one Union locomotive was lost in the Chickahominy River during the
retrograde.

6 Report of BG Stewart Van Vliet, US Army, Chief Quartermaster, August 2, 1862, OR, Series I, Volume II, Part I,
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Transportation was organic to the Corps so they employed the pull system of supply. The Corps
sent their wagons back to either the advance supply depots on the railroad or supply base at
White House for supplies. Trooper Francis Adams of the 1% New York Cavalry described one
other problem with wagon transportation:

The army had become much encumbered with baggage, in consequence of a large
number of officers traveling with their families and furniture, as if they had joined the
army for the purpose of opening a boarding-house as soon as they entered Richmond.
General Franklin’s attention had been called to his subject; and that a stop might be put to
this improper use of army wagons, he ordered an inspection of baggage to be made. An
order was sent to the several regiments of the division to be got ready for marching.
Captains Arnold, McMahon, and myself proceeded first to examine officers’ baggage in
the First New York Cavalry, when considerable amusement was caused by Major Von
Flopp, who had appropriated a whole army wagon to himself, and had it filled with the
most promiscuous assortment of furniture ever soldier went to the wars with. Here was
the venerable rocking chair, bolsters, pillows, mattresses, bed-quilts, a lounge, a bath tub,
and a number of bootjacks; crockery enough for a large family, and a stock of preserved
fruits and vegetables that showed the Major had no idea of living on the country. Now,
Arnold was an officer of the old army, and a true soldier, who was content with his
blanket and the ground for a bed, and traveled with a dozen shirt-collars, a towel, pocket-
comb, and toothbrush for baggage. His remarks as he directed the orderlies to unload
Major’s furniture were extremely amusing. Nor was it decreased by the air of surprise
with which the doughty Major witnessed the recklessness of the mischievous orderlies as
they tossed his venerable incumberances [sic] to the ground.®?

“Provided for a large family, eh?” said Arnold. “rocking-chair, eh? Feather-beds’ll come
next. Intend to open a boarding-house when you get to Richmond, that’s clear.”®?

“If a field officer can’t carry his traveling comforts, why, he’d better not go to the war.
When a gentleman’s going into a country he don’t know, it’s wisdom on his part to go
well provided,” replied the Major, with a polite bow.34

“A man who can’t go to war as a soldier is an incumbrance [sic] to the army, and had
better say at home,” returned Arnold, dryly, as he ordered the men to turn the traps over
to the provost marshal.®

“But, sir,” rejoined the Major, rubbing his head, “I can’t prove to you that I am a soldier
and a gentleman. And I will get you the proof in writing; yes, sire, in writing. And as
there is no knowing when this war will end, or when we leave Richmond when we get

mobility of the army depended on the carrying capacity of its wagons. Towards the end of the war, the Army of the
Potomac carried ten days’ rations and ordnance stores for a campaign.

82 Adams, The Story of a Trooper.
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into it, I take it that he is a wise soldier who travels with his furniture.” We left the Major
declaring that he would go see General McClellan, who was a friend of his, and get an
order to restore his property.5®

It is due to Von Flopp to say here that he was not the only officer who incumbered [sic]
the army with baggage enough to furnish a house. We found one Lieutenant Colonel
traveling with his wife and three children, and to carry his furniture he had a government
wagon and four horses, and a private wagon and two. Thus incumbered [sic], the Army of
the Potomac marched, and the men were deprived of their proper allotment of
transportation.8’

War Correspondent George Alfred Townsend was just as critical of the encumbrance of some at
White House:

So far as | could observe and learn, the authorities at White House carried high heads,
and covetous hands. In brief, they lived like princes, and behaved like knaves. There was
one —whose conduct has never been investigated — who furnished one of the deserted
mansions near by, and brought a lady from the North to keep it in order. He drove a span
that rivaled anything in Broadway, and his wines were luscious. His establishment
reminded me of that of Napoleon IlI. In the late Italian war, and yet, this man was
receiving merely a Colonel’s pay. My impression is that everybody at White House
robbed the Government, and in the end, to cover their delinquencies, those scoundrels set
fire to an immense quantity of stores, and squared their accounts thus: “Burned on the

Pamunkey, June 28, commissary, quartermaster’s, and hospital stores, one million
dollars.”8

Further Improvements

Security for the supply base at White House during the advance to Richmond was initially
provided by units as they marched through. Warren Lee Goss, 7" Massachusetts Volunteers,
Devens’ Brigade, Couch’s Division, Keyes’ IV Corps described his arrival:

Our corps [Keyes 1V Corps] arrived at White House Landing, May 22, 1862, and here we
found a large portion of our army, which was encamped on the wide, level plain between
the wood-skirted road and the Pamunkey River, occupying tents of all descriptions.
Another camp was located at Cumberland Landing, a few miles below White House. The
first night of our arrival was a stormy and tempestuous one, and it was evident that an
attack from the enemy was expected, as we received orders to lay upon our arms. The
Pamunkey is navigable to this point, having sufficient depth, but is very narrow, in fact,
so narrow that some of the larger steamers could not turn, for their stem and stern would
reach either bank, except at selected places. The broad plain was crowded with tents,
baggage-wagons, pontoon trains, and artillery, -- all the accompaniments of a vast army.
Here some of the regiments who came out from home in a Zouave uniform changed their

% 1bid.
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bright clothes for the regular army blue, and, as marching orders came with the sunrise,
moved off the field, leaving windrows of old clothes on the plain. 8

BG Stewart Van Vliet, Quartermaster General, reported to MG McClellan on May 23 1862:

General: Since my last communication I have established our final depot at White House,
the point where the West Point Railroad crosses the Pamunkey River, 23 miles from
Richmond. The army now occupies the line of the Chickahominy from 16 to 18 miles in
advance. Supplies are now hauled by land from the depot, and owing to the nature of the
roads it is about the utmost limit at which an army of this size can be supplied by wagon
transportation. I trust, however, that in two days | shall have the railroad in running order,
when all anxiety with regard to supplies may be dismissed. | have had all the rolling
stock of the railroad ordered to White House instead of West Point. About twenty-five
cars are now landed, and builders and carpenters only reached the White House last
evening. They are now building the two small bridges between White House and
Chickahominy which were burned by the rebels. These will be finished by to-morrow
evening, when supplies can be brought on the road to which 7 miles of our extreme right
wing. Our left will have to haul only about 2 miles. Only one span of the Chickahominy
Bridge has been burned. The bridge across the Pamunkey and one short bridge near West
Point will be rebuilt as soon as the road in front is put in running order. When that is done
West Point can be made a depot also. It possesses many advantages. There is a good
wharf, and 20 feet of water can be carried there, up one of the finest rivers | have ever
seen. Two or three days would have been gained in putting the road in order had the
proper vessels been forwarded from Baltimore. By some mistake the vessels which
should have sailed first sailed last.*°

Because the railroad bridge had been rebuilt, the US Navy could send gunboats and ships
upriver. The Army of the Potomac established a wharf at Garlick’s Landing for the offloading of
forage upriver from the railroad bridge.

Request from McClellan to Cdr A. Murray [OIC, Pamunkey Flotilla] to confiscate private
boats on the Pamunkey to stop smuggling across the river, 23 May 62

Take measures to have the small boats on the Pamunkey above the White House, and as
much higher as you may deem prudent, collected at the White House and retained there
until such time as the owners may be willing to take the oath of allegiance and the
detention of the boats no longer necessary. The general understands that these boats are
used to a considerable extent to convey across improper persons and articles.

This request was converted to orders for the USS Currituck, Acting Master Shankland
commanding, on 24 May 62 with caveats:

Tell citizens how/when they can get their boats back

Don’t go upriver more than 10 miles®

8 Warren Lee Goss, “Recollections of a Private,” Century Magazine, Vol. XXIX, March., 1885
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Surgeon Thomas T. Ellis arrived at White House on the night of June 1 and described the supply
base.

The river at this point is quite a large stream, very deep and muddy. The opposite bank is
but little above the level of the stream, which now bore on its winding waters a numerous
fleet of steamboats, barges, schooners, and every imaginable kind of vessel used in
transporting troops; and the horses, mules, guns, gun-carriages, locomotives, railroad
cars, and the immense amount of hay, grain, and commissary stores necessary for the
army. Over one thousand vessels, of all sizes, were afloat on the river, - some freighted
with ordnance stores, and many others pack with live cattle and mules, which from their
unceasing uneasiness seemed to suffer from the heat and confined quarters. The landing
of the cattle was an occasion of much sport among the hundreds of idlers on the bank;
and as each one, tied by its horns, would be hoisted over the vessel’s side into the river, a
shout of merriment would rend the air.%?

With the exception of the dwelling and the out-houses described, and from which the
place derives its name, there is not a dwelling for a mile round. And the shanties, erected
by sutlers and refreshment dealers, were the only shelters from the burning sun, if |
except the pine-trees along the river’s bank, beneath which, and extending to the railroad,
the quarter-master, his assistants, post-office, telegraph, and a host of other officials, had
erected large and comfortable tents, in which the business of their departments was
carried on.%

The cattle were actually herded to a grazing pasture a couple miles away.
Main Supply Route

The York-Richmond Railroad obviously served as the main means of transportation to the Union
Army’s advance supply depot at savage Station.

The Union Army also used wagons to augment the railroad. The main supply route followed the
River Road from White House Landing to where the York-Richmond Railroad turned away from
the path of the Pamunky River and crossed the road. There the wagons and soldiers followed the
railroad to where it again turned west toward Richmond. The road picked up from there and
intersected with the Williamsburg Road that crossed the Chickahominy River at Bottom’s
Bridge. The Confederates in their retreat had burned all the bridges; and since the flood plain of
the Chickahominy was a quarter to three quarters of a mile wide swamp, the Union Engineers
had to construct corduroy bridges across it.

Captain William G. Le Duc landed at Fort Monroe at 10 a. m. on the morning of May 19 and
found “a boat ready to leave for the front, took passage thereupon, and arrived at White House
Landing, Pamunky River, at five o’clock p.m. with assignment as the Assistant Quartermaster

9 Thomas T. Ellis, Leaves from the Diary of an Army Surgeon, Or, Incidents of Field, Camp, and Hospital Life,
New York: Rennie, Shea, and Lindsay, 1863, republished Bedford, Mass: Applewood Books
% bid.
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for Dana’s Brigade, Sedgewick’s Division of Sumner’s II Corps. He described his arrival and the
duties of running supply trains back to White House,

Steamers and sailing vessels of all sorts filled the stream, and crowded the landing. A
large force of men were engaged in unloading stores, guns, ammunition, and every
conceivable munition of war. We stepped from the deck of the steamer to the deck of
Quartermaster Wagner’s wharf and storage barge; from the steady going ways of civil
life into the very vortex of the cyclone of army life; and for three and a half years | was
one of the atoms “in God’s great storm that roared through the angry skies.”%

An officer seated at a table with a pencil and memorandum book... and several clerks
near at hand, all busy, looked up as we entered his office, with a tired , appealing look,
which | soon interpreted to mean ‘Please don’t take any more time to state your business
than is necessary.” He said: ‘I am CPT Wagner, in charge here. Can | do anything for
you?” %

“I don’t know, sir. I am Captain Le Duc, Assistant Quartermaster, recently appointed, and
assigned to Dana’s Brigade, Sedgewick’s Division, Sumner’s Corps.”%

“T am glad to see you and make your acquaintance,” he answered, “and wish you had
been assigned here, where we need more help. Your corps is advancing today, and a part
of Dana’s Brigade is guarding the stores and landing. General Dana will be along
tomorrow, and you will easily find your command — it is too late today. Take a bunk (two
pairs of army blankets on some board slats) “on this barge for tonight, and start fair in the
morning. Meanwhile you will want horses, and an outfit of desks and stationary, which
you can select, and receipt for.”%’

In the morning | found that Dana’s Brigade had gone forward to Cumberland, to which I
rode and reported to General Dana for assignment to duty, the 20" of May, 1862. On the
21%t | was announced in orders as he Quartermaster of the Brigade, and, taking command
of the transportation and ammunition trains, | moved them eight and a half miles to a
camp near the Richmond and West Point railroad. The officer whom I relieved was a
lieutenant of the line, detailed for this duty for as short time, who knew little and cared
less for the business connected with it. The regimental quartermasters were intelligent
and willing, and, by their assistance, my clerk and | soon became familiar with the
various forms of account, and methods of making requisitions and obtaining supplies, and
we thus commenced the endless duties of this department serving with troops in the field
in active warfare.®

On the 22" of May, late in the afternoon, | started, with all available teams, to bring
supplies from the White House depot. The night was dark, the road unknown to me, and
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so muddy that, on level ground, the horses were splashing through a bed of thin mortar,
and the wagons would sometimes drop to the axle in mud holes. Lieutenant Garland, a
Regimental Quartermaster, whom | had taken with me, had rode ahead of the train to
guide and direct. Knowing that we should turn to the left, and go eastward where we
came to the Bottom Bridge Road, we were alert and anxious, lest, in the darkness, we
should pass the junction, and run into the lines of the enemy. This anxiety became intense
as we entered a wood, heard the tramp of marching men, and felt their presence, for we
could not see them. We halted, and at the same time were challenged with: “Who goes
there?”%

Garland answered, “Friends — Brigade Train — Sumner’s Corps — going to White House
for supplies. Who are you?”1%

“Kearney’s Division, marching to the front by way of Bottom’s Bridge. All right. Turn
sharp to the left here, if you go to White House.”%

“All right,” and we turned to the left, and soon met Kearney’s trains, floundering through
the mud, making such progress as was possible in the dense darkness. Several of the
wagons were hopelessly fast, the teams taken off, and tethered in the woods. | remember
one team stuck in mud and water halfway to the horses’ bellies, and the driver asleep. We
had to build a fire by the road side to enable us to see how to get by, and shortly after
getting to dry ground we camped by a large spring and waited for daylight. In the
morning | proceeded to the depot to draw supplies, instructed by Garland in the use of
that all powerful paper, a requisition, properly signed and verified — the requisition of the
commanding officer, backed by the receipt of the quartermaster, being a sufficient
settlement of account with the depot officer. The officer receiving the property, or
money, then becomes responsible, and either turns it over to other officers, on like
vouchers, or it ammunition, or forage, expends it as such; if food, clothing, or garrison
equipment, issues it to the troops, or wears it out in the service. This simple but thorough
system of accountability suffices to transfer, expend, and accurately account for millions
of dollars worth of property or money, without loss to the government.%?

On the 23 | returned to the Brigade, and found it had moved forward to savage’s farm,
and it was with difficulty that supplies could be brought to the troops in wagons, as they
would frequently drop through the surface soil and rest on the axles....1%

On May 22, McClellan moved his headquarters to Cold Harbor north of the Chickahominy

River.

Chickahominy River
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About eight miles from White House the Chickahominy River intersected the Williamsburg
Road at Bottom’s Bridge. Prince Philippe d’Orleans, Count of Paris, served with the Army of the
Potomac during the Peninsula Campaign and described this major water obstacle:

The ground on which he [McClellan] was about to operate may be described in few
words. It presents but a single obstacle, the Chickahomony — a serious one, it is true. This
river, after passing within seven or eight kilometres of Richmond, turns off, continuing to
flow in a south-casterly direction, so that Bottom’s Bridge lies about eighteen or twenty
kilometres from that city. Taking its rise to the north-east of the capital of Virginia, it
winds through a valley regularly enclosed on both sides averaging eight or nine hundred
meters in breadth. Following its downward course, we find Meadow Bridge first, over
which passes a wagon-road and the Gordonsville railway; lower down, the bridge of
Mechanicsville, commanded on the left bank by the hamlet of that name, is situated at the
point where this river runs nearest to Richmond. Here the surrounding hills on each side
are destitute of trees, and presently, on the road between Richmond and Cold Harbor, we
come to New Bridge, which connects the hamlet of Old Tavern with the Gaines’ Mill
heights. One kilometer below this bridge the forest again enfolds the banks of the
Chickahominy, and of the West Point railway, which is situated one kilometre above
Bottom’s Bridge. The only tributaries of the Chickahominy are, on the left bank, a small
stream called Beaver-dam Creek, between Mechanicsville and Gaines’ Mill, and on the
right bank a vast wooded swamp, known as White Oak Swamp, the waters of which
empty into the river a few kilometers below Bottom’s Bridge. This swamp, which has its
origin in the immediate vicinity of Richmond, is absolutely impassable, except at two or
three points, where it becomes narrow, affording passage to a few cross-roads. %

Le Duc described the Chickahominy River, which was unlike most other rivers crossing the path
of advance. While an insignificantly narrow and shallow river between Bottom’s Bridge and
Meadow Bridge, it was flanked on both sides by wide swampland impenetrable to wagon
transportation except across corduroy roads and bridges. In this respect the river was a
significant obstacle to transportation.

On the 24" we marched westward four or five miles, and camped on Tyler’s farm, with
the Chickahominy swampy bottomlands in our front, General Sumner’s Headquarters
being in the Tyler house yard. There we remained undisturbed, and on the 26" were
building the grapevine bridge. The Chickahominy Creek, at this place, is an insignificant
stream, with only two to four feet of water and mud, twenty to thirty feet wide when all
together, but divided into several channels, and running through a heavily wooded
swamp, four or five hundred yards wide. When the stream rises a few feet above the
ordinary summer level, this swamp is inundated, and the bottom lands, which intervene
between the swamp and the higher lands, are little elevated at their margins from the
swamp, and so a rise of a few feet of river covers large areas. The rich and cultivated
bottom lands are very soft, without corduroy or stone made roads, and are impracticable
for artillery, or wagon transportation of the army.1%

104 The Comte de Paris, translated by Louis F. Tasistro, edited by Henry Coppee, LL.D., History of the Civil War in
America, Vol. I, Philadelphia: Jos. H. Coates & Co., 1876.
105 |_e Duc, Recollections of a Civil War Quartermaster, p. 70.
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Only four bridges crossed the Chickahominy in McClellan’s area of operations starting with
Bottoms in the south, then Grapevine Bridge, New Bridge and Meadow Bridge near
Mechanicsville with about four to five miles distance between them. McClellan described the
dilemma the Chickahominy posed by bisecting his lines of communication diagonally:

In view of the particular character of the Chickahominy, and the liability of its bottom
land to sudden inundation, it became necessary to construct between Bottom’s bridge and
Mechanicsville eleven (11) new bridges, all long and difficult, with extensive log-way
approaches.1%

The entire army could probably have been thrown across the Chickahominy immediately
after our arrival, but this would have left no force on the left bank to guard our
communication or to protect our right and rear. If the communication with our supply
depot had been cut by the enemy, with our army concentrated upon the right bank of the
Chickahominy, and the stage of water as it was for many days after our arrival, the
bridges carried away, and our means of transportation not furnishing a single day’s
supplies in advance, the troops must have gone without rations, and the animals without
forage, and the army would have been paralyzed.%’

It is true I might have abandoned my communications and pushed forward towards
Richmond, trusting to the speedy defeat of the enemy and he consequent fall of the city
for a renewal of supplies; but the approaches were fortified, and the town itself was
surrounded with a strong line of intrenchments [sic], requiring a greater length of time to
reduce than our troops could have dispensed with rations. 1%

Under the circumstances, | decided to retain a portion of the army on the left bank of the
river until our bridges were completed.*®

On May 25, McClellan sent a telegram to President Lincoln from his headquarters at Cold
Harbor north of the Chickahominy:

I have two corps [Keyes and Hentzelman’s] across the Chickahominy, within six miles of
Richmond; the others on this side at other crossings within same distance, and ready to
cross when bridges are completed.°

The Chickahominy was an obstacle to traffic except over the bridges and their log-roads
stretching across the vast swamp that flanked the river. Consequently, the river denied McClellan
the advantage of having interior lines where he could rapidly shift forces from defending the
right flank and line of communication to a concentrated attack on Richmond, or the reverse. The
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construction of these eleven bridges and McClellan’s constant want for McDowell’s I Corps was
what delayed his attack on Richmond.

Advance Depots

The railroad stations that dotted the York-Richmond Railroad served as advance supply depots
where the Corps could pick up supplies.

George Alfred Townsend, War Correspondent of William F. “Baldy” Smith’s Division of Keyes’
IV Corps, described the first advanced supply depot at Dispatch Station while his corps was still
on the north side of the Chickahominy:

By the 19" of May the skirts of the grand army had been gathered up, and on the 20™ the
march to Richmond was resumed. The troops moved along two main roads, of which the
right led to New Mechanicsville and Meadow Bridges, and the left to the railroad centre,
and although the Chickahominy fords were but eighteen miles distant, we [Smith’s
Division] did not reach them for three days. On the first night we encamped at Tunstall’s,
a railroad-station on Black Creek; on the second at New Cold Harbor, a little country
tavern, kept by a cripple; and on the night of the third day at Hogan’s farm, on the north
hills of the Chickahominy. The railroad was opened to Dispatch Station at the same time,
but the right and centre were still compelled to “team” their supplies from White House.
In the new position, the army extended ten miles along the Chickahominy hills; and while
the engineers were driving pile, tressel [sic], pontoon, and corduroy bridges, the cavalry
was scouring the country, on both flanks, far and wide.

After Heintzelman’s III Corps and Keyes’ IV Corps advanced across the Chickahominy, they
could draw their supplies from Savage, Orchard, and Meadow Stations on the York-Richmond
Railroad, while Sumner’s II Corps drew from Dispatch Station east of the Chickahominy.
Porter’s V Corps and Franklin’s VI Corps advanced further up the north side of the
Chickahominy all the way to Meadows Bridge, just outside Mechanicsville, far from support of
the railroad.

Medical Issues

The swampland flanking the Chickahominy provided another detriment to the Army of the
Potomac — sickness. Unsanitary water and mosquito-born illnesses plagued the Army as it
camped around the swampland. The field hospitals would swell with the sick.

On May 25, Reverend Marks returned to the Baltimore Crossroads to check on the condition of
the sick left there by Kearney’s Division, Heintzelman’s III Corps.

After passing through these heavy forests, | emerged into the green fields at Baltimore
Cross-roads. At all the houses for miles around, and in the barns and stables, had been
left our sick men. As yet there was no provision made for sending the sick of the army to
the White House. | rode to the place where | saw tents in the field, and learned that the
sick were to be gathered from all these places and sent to a particular house. On repairing
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to this house | found a young surgeon, having under his care some three or four hundred
patients. The men were extremely despondent, the place was lonely and out of the way,
the army having gone, and they felt like those abandoned on a desert island. The hospital
was in one of the large country houses, surrounded by a great number of outhouses, built
without any definite plan. In these houses, and in tents and barns, were lying the sick, in
all stages of disease. During the day all those who had been scattered over miles were
gathered in. | returned the same day a part of the way, taking the long bridge road, which
carried me almost to the pickets of the enemy, but | escaped the dangers of the army
road.!

Reverend Marks then reported his observations to General Kearney, who on May 27 sent an
order to Marks “regularly detailing me to take charge of such sick in the hospitals as had to be
removed to the White House, and to take measures to obtain for them in all the hospitals such
sanitary stores as could be reached.”*'? Reverend Marks would provide a glimpse of medical
operations along the line of communication reaching back to the hospital at White House.

War Correspondent George Alfred Townsend observed:

A subtle enemy had of late joined the Confederate cause against the invaders. He was
known as the Pestilence, and his footsteps were so soft that neither scout nor picket could
bar his entrance. His paths were subterranean, - through the tepid swamp water, the
shallow graves of the dead; and aerial, - through the stench of rotting animals, the nightly
miasms of the bog and fen. His victims were not pierced, or crushed, or mangled, but
their deaths were not less terrible, because more lingering. They seemed to wither and
shrivel away; their eyes became at first very bright, and afterward lusterless; their skins
grew hard and sallow; their lips faded to a dry whiteness; all the fluids of the body were
consumed; and they crumbled to corruption before life had fairly gone from them.

This visitation has been, by common consent, dubbed “the Chickahominy fever,” and
some have called it the typhus fever. The troops called it the “camp fever,” and it was
frequently aggravated by affections of the bowels and throat. The number of person that
died with it was fabulous. Some have gone so far as to say that the army could have
better afforded the slaughter of twenty thousand men, than the delay on the
Chickahominy. The embalmers were now enjoying their millennium, and a steam coffin
manufactory was erected at White House, where twenty men worked day and night,
turning out hundreds of pine boxes. | had, occasion, in one of my visits to the depot, to
repair to the tent of one of the embalmers. He was a sedate, grave person, and when | saw
him, standing over the nude, hard corpses, he reminded me of the implacable vulture,
looking into the eyes of Prometheus. His battery and tube were pulsing, like one’s heart
and lungs, and the subject was being drained at the neck. | compared the discolored body
with thegfigure of lanthe, as revealed in Queen Mab, but failed to see the beautifulness of
death.!

111 Marks, The Peninsular Campaign in Virginia, p. 179-181.
112 Marks, The Peninsular Campaign in Virginia, p. 183.
113 Townsend, Campaigns of a Non-combatant.

37



Townsend observed that the contraband did not suffer the fever.

For his next supply run, Captain Le Duc used the rail line from Dispatch Station east of the
Chickahominy River. This was the advance supply depot for Sumner’s II Corps.

On the 27" | took the cars at Dispatch Station, to go to White House to obtain and
forward supplies over the railroad, which had been furnished with engine and cars from
Washington. In passing at a short distance from the Chickahominy, I noticed a little saw
mill, and, on a siding, two cars loaded with lumber, ready for shipping, which
subsequently served a very important purpose. The depot quartermaster had compelled
order out of the chaos existing previously, and my requisitions were promptly filled, and |
returned by rail on the 28", and found the troops had been ordered out, with three days
rations, to hasten the completion of the bridge, and cut a road through the bottoms to and
from the grapevine bridge. May 30" | issued clothing and camp supplies to the troops,
and sent teams to Dispatch Station four miles distant for supplies. They were the entire
day in going and returning, nearly all the time being expended in returning, loaded. The
ground was so soft that loaded wagons would cut through the top soil, and have to be
unloaded and dug or pried out.*'*

Being short of forage, | seized nearly all that a farmer (Charles Baker) had, which was of
little value, as it was corn blades, the only kind of coarse fodder the Virginia farmers save
for their stock.*®

In preparation for the upcoming battle, Reverend Marks of Kearney’s Division, Heintzelman’s
[11 Corps wrote how the sick were evacuated from the front to White House:

The expectation began to be universal, that at the very first hour possible an advance
would be ordered, and therefore preparations were made to send away all the sick in the
hospitals on the field; and on the Monday [May 26] previous to the battle of Fair Oaks
the order came down from head-quarters to move all the sick of the camp-hospitals to the
White House.!®

The arrangement was made to send the sick of Kearney’s and Hooker’s divisions to
Meadow Station, about one mile east of Savage Station.'!’ The surgeons were generally
satisfied with seeing the sick placed in the ambulances, and sent with them no nurses and
often no food. They were brought to the station, and placed upon the porticoes and under
cover of the building; a great number arrived and soon under every green tree were lying
sick men. Many were constantly crying for water, many begging for medicines, and
others beseeching me to write to their friends. To all these it was necessary, in various
ways, to give attention. The porticoes around the station were from four to six feet above
the ground; and there had to be a constant care lest the trembling, staggering men, or

1141 e Duc, Recollections of a Civil War Quartermaster, p. 71.
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those tossing with fever, should fall and be seriously injured. We had expected to be
taken from this place in two or three hours, but the cars on this road were in such demand
to transport troops, ammunition, and forage, that the conductors refused to halt long
enough to place the sick men on board. Hence we remained two days at this station. The
suffering of he men the first few hours after their removal were very great; he fatigue, the
jolting on the rough roads, the anxiety, all increased their miseries, and caused many to
pray for death.!®

In the course of two days we had them all removed to the White House. At this place, in
one of the great fields, was pitched a city of hospital tents. The location of these was most
ill-advised; for the ground was swampy, the water lying much of the time upon the
surface. Many of the tents were without floors, and the men suffered from much
dampness...There was an excellent position for the tents around the White House: here
the grounds were high, well drained, and covered with grass, and the whole surface
protected by shade-trees. No more genial and delightful spot could be selected near the
Pamunky than the grounds around General Lee’s house. But for some unexplained reason
a boggy field was chosen for the hospital tents, and guards were stationed at every gate of
the White House, allowing no one to enter the premises.*®

This was the state of sustainment from White House prior to the first major combat. The supply
base was established complete with a field hospital. The rail line was operational with cars
moving back and forth to advance supply points at railroad stations along the line. Wagon
transportation supplemented the rail, but was slowed due to frequent and heavy rains that turned
the unimproved roads into a soup. However, the Army of the Potomac was short of nothing it
needed to fight. The Chickahominy had been bridged and two corps were across along the
Williamsburg Road.
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Battle of Fair Oaks and Stuart’s Raid®

Battle of Fair Oaks, May 31 and June 1
Medical Treatment and Evacuation

When the war broke out, each regiment had a hospital with one Surgeon and one Assistant
Surgeon. With the new brigade, division and corps structures, the regimental hospitals were
consolidated into an independent hospital eventually run by a Surgeon in charge, with an
Assistant Surgeon as executive officer and a second Assistant Surgeon as recorder, an operating
staff of three Surgeons, three Assistant Surgeons and a number of male nurses and attendants.
During this part of the Peninsula Campaign, this organization seems more ad hoc. Division
hospitals were located out of the range of artillery and sometimes three or more were
consolidated under the Corps Medical Director, who was assisted by the Medical Inspector,
Quartermaster, Commissary, and chief ambulance officer. When the medical officers were not
employed at the division hospital, they accompanied their regiments and established temporary
depots as near as practicable to the line of battle. Each regiment, squadron, or battery had one to
three ambulances; each brigade had one medicine wagon; and an additional two or more supply
wagons formed the division ambulance train. Each regiment detailed three enlisted men for each
ambulance and one for each wagon under the charge of a sergeant. The division ambulance train
was commanded by a first lieutenant of the line assisted by a second lieutenant, and the hospital
and ambulance train was under the responsibility of the Surgeon-in-Chief of the Division.!?

On May 23, the main body of Keyes’ IV Corps crossed the Chickahominy and was followed by
Heintzelman’s III Corps a few days later. Heintzelman’s III Corps consolidated its division
hospitals near Savage Station along the York-Richmond Railroad. The other three corps
remained on the north side of the river. After Sumner’s II Corps crossed the Chickahominy
during the battle, Adjutant Josiah Favill recorded on June 5 seeing Richardson’s Division
Hospital was established “in and about a large house on the hill, in the rear.”!?

Porter’s V Corps had established his division hospitals at his camps at the Hogan, Curtis and Dr.
Gaines’ homes by the Battle of Hanover Court House on May 27.

| rode across the fields to the Hogan, Curtis, and Gaines mansions; for some of the
wounded had meantime been deposited in each of them. All the cow-houses, wagon-
sheds, hay-barracks, hen-coops, negro cabins, and barns were turned into hospitals. The
floors were littered with “corn-shucks” and fodder; and the maimed, gashed, and dying
lay confusedly together. A few, slightly wounded, stood at windows, relating incidents of
the battle; but at the doors sentries stood with crossed muskets, to keep out idlers and
gossips. The mention of my vocation was an “open sesame,” and I went unrestrained,

120 Civil War battles often have two names given by each side. The Union referred to this as the Battle of Fair Oaks,
named after the location where the Union Army halted and drove back the Confederate attack. The Confederates
named the battle after Seven Pines where they drove Keyes’ Corps back.
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into all the largest hospitals. In the first of these an amputation was being performed, and
at the door lay a little heap of human fingers, feet, legs, and arms. | shall not soon forget
the bare-armed surgeons, with bloody instruments, that leaned over the rigid and
insensible figures, while the comrades of the subject looked horrifiedly at the scene. The
grating of the murderous saw drove me into the open air, but in the second hospital which
| visited, a wounded man had just expired, and I encountered his body at the threshold.
Within, the sickening smell of mortality was almost insupportable, but by degrees |
became accustomed to it. The lanterns hanging around the room steamed fitfully upon the
red eyes, and half-naked figures. All were looking up, and saying, in pleading monotone:
“Is that you, doctor?” Men with their arms in slings went restlessly up and down,
smarting with fever. Those who were wounded in the lower extremities, body, or head,
lay upon their backs, tossing even in their sleep. They listened peevishly to the wind
whistling through the chinks of the barn. They followed one with their rolling eyes. They
turned away from the lantern, for it seemed to sear them. Soldiers sat by the severely
wounded, laving their sores with water. In many wounds the balls still remained, and the
discolored flesh was swollen unnaturally. There were some who had been shot in the
bowels, and now and then they were frightfully convulsed, breaking into shrieks and
shouts. Some of them iterated a single word, as, “doctor,” or “help,” or “God,” or “oh!”
commencing with a sound spasmodic cry, and continuing the same word till it died away
in cadence. The act of calling seemed to lull the pain. Many were unconscious and
lethargic, moving their fingers and lips mechanically, but never more to open their eyes
upon the light; they were already going through the valley and the shadow. I think, still,
with a shudder, of the faces of those who were told mercifully that they could not live.
The unutterable agony; the plea for somebody on whom to call; the longing eyes that
poured out prayers; the fearful looking to the immortal as if it were so far off, so
implacable, that the dying appeal would be in vain; the open lips, through which one
could almost look at the quaking heart below; the ghastliness of brow and tangled hair;
the closing pangs; the awful quietus.'?3

Townsend described the evacuation of the wounded:

The wounded were to be consigned to hospital boats, and forwarded to hospitals in
northern cities, and the prisoners were to be placed in a transport, under guard, and
conveyed to Fort Delaware, near Philadelphia.*?*

When the Confederates attacked on Saturday, May 31, the Army of the Potomac had two bridges
nearly completed, but the rising waters flooded the log-way approaches and made them
impassable.'?°

On May 31, Captain Le Duc ascended a hill to hear the distant gunfire of Keyes and
Heintzelman’s Corps at Seven Pines. He rode back to camp to find his 11 Corps moving across
the Grapevine Bridge to hasten to the fight. General Dana then ordered Le Duc back to camp,
“take charge of it, and await further orders.” At 11:00 he received orders from General Sumner
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“directing the quartermaster of the corps to turn out with every available man in camp, camp
guard and officers, servants — and all of the sick able to do anything — to help the artillery
through the mud and across the Chickahominy.” The Corps Quartermaster was either sick or
drunk and did not show, so Captain Bachelder and Le Duc took charge of the work on opposite
sides of the River and got the last battery across by daylight. On June 1%, Le Duc was next
detailed by General McClellan to plank the railroad bridge so wagons could cross it. This kept
him from his quartermaster duties of going back for supplies for a week.1%

Reverend Marks of Kearney’s Division, Heintzelman’s III Corps described the field hospital
near Savage Station during the first night after the battle. Casey and Couch’s Divisions of Keyes’
Corps had borne the brunt of the fighting that first day:

During the entire night the wounded were brought in, until they covered the grounds
around the house of Mr. Savage, and filled all the outhouses, barns, and sheds. Lying
alongside of our wounded were many Confederate soldiers and officers; and to the honor
of our men be it said, | heard no words of anger or reproach, but the rebels were
uniformly treated as kindly as the Union soldiers.!?’

All night the surgeons were occupied in amputations; and, in the circumstances, they
found it impossible to look after those whose condition demanded immediately, to revive
them, food and stimulants. Wounded men suffer greatly from cold, and shiver as in
winter, or with an ague. It was there-fore essential to lift them from the damp ground, and
cover them as far as possible.!?

In the course of the evening twenty or thirty soldiers from different regiments, who had
borne in upon their shoulders their wounded comrades, permitted me to organize them
into a corps of nurses. Colonel McKelvy, than whom no man was more active for the
relief of our men, furnished twenty bales of hay, a thousand blankets, and permitted me to
draw on the Commissary Department for coffee, sugar, and crackers to an indefinite
amount. The nurse-soldiers soon spread down this hay, and many of a shivering,
wounded man, when lifted from the damp earth, and placed upon the soft grass bed, with
a blanket spread over him, poured out his gratitude in a thousand blessings. When this
was done we followed with hot coffee, and found our way to every suffering man.
Everywhere we were compelled to place our feet in streams of blood: one spectacle of
anguish and agony only succeeded another. The mind was overwhelmed and benumbed
by such scenes of accumulated misery. Where there was so much to be done, and where
we could do so little, the temptation was to hurry away from such painful spectacles, and
remember them only as the visions of a frightful dream. Great must be the cause which
demands such a sacrifice. Here and there over the grounds were seen through that night a
circle of lanterns waving around the tables of amputators. Every few moments there was
shriek of some poor fellow under the knife. And one after another the sufferers were
brought forward and laid down before the surgeons on stretchers, each waiting his turn.
And then again one with face as white as marble, and every line telling that he had passed
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through a suffering, the utmost which human nature could endure, was borne away and
laid down for some kind-hearted man to pour into his lips a few drops of brandy, to lift
up his head, and give him the assurance of life and sympathy. There a brother knelt and
wept over a dying brother, and his voice, broken with sobs, begged me to come and pray
that his brother might be able to see Jesus and depart in peace...'?°

The next morning, June 1, Reverend Marks of Kearney’s Division, Heintzelman’s III Corps
wrote of the new hospital at Savage Station:

It was understood that the battle would be renewed this morning; and with the first dawn
of the day | saw Generals Keyes and Heintzelman leave the head-quarters of the latter at
Savage Station. They rode, surrounded by their aids, across the field leading to the
Williamsburg road. | had heard, during the night, that an hospital had been created about
a mile from the Station towards the battle-field. I started to find it, and in a short time
reached the house, in and around which were lying a multitude of our dying and
wounded. Several surgeons were there, amongst others Dr. Rogers, to whom all accorded
the praise of being one of the most successful and humane of operators, and Dr.
Heighhold, one of the most active and humane surgeons in the army. Ambulances were
here and removing the disabled to Savage Station. Mingled with the great number of
wounded were many dead, who having been brought in, did not survive the night.**°

War Correspondent George Alfred Townsend described the evacuation of the wounded of the
camp of the Irish Brigade, Richardson’s Division, Sumner’s II Corps:

There were about thirty [wounded] at this spot, and | was told that they were being taken
to Meadow Station on hand cars. As soon as the locomotive could pass the
Chickahominy, they would be removed to White House, and comfortably quartered in the
Sanitary and hospital boats.**

Lieutenant Favill, Adjutant of the 57" New York Infantry, Richardson’s Division, Sumner’s II
Corps recorded in his diary on June 5:

| heard at division headquarters that the wounded have not yet been all collected; several
were brought in to-day, who have been lying three days and nights on the drenched
battlefield, in the woods; some of them were burnt, as well as wounded. %2

Marks estimated the Army of the Potomac lost 7,000 killed and wounded. More correctly over
the two days fighting, the Union lost approximately 790 killed and 3,594 wounded and the
Confederates lost 980 killed and 4,749 wounded.

In the course of a week all the wounded whose removal was possible were taken in the
cars to the White House, and thence transferred by boat to Fortress Monroe and Northern
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cities. The most of them never returned, -- one-fourth were maimed for life, one-fifth,
after lingering for days and weeks on couches of pain and suffering, passed from earth
forever, leaving desolate a thousand homes; and by many a stream the broken harp of
hope was hung on the willows, and the song began in gladness ended in the sobbings of
despair.13

Surgeon Thomas T. Ellis described the arrival of the wounded at White House from the first
day’s battle.

About a mile beyond the White House there was erected a large number of hospital tents,
in which were treated the sick sent down from the advance. The wretched water and
miasmatic condition of the Chickahominy kept these tents well filled. The rebels having
destroyed the railroad bridge across the river, the cars were run down to the river-side,
filled with wounded, after the battle of Fair Oaks. It was here, lying around on the track,
as they had been taken out of the freight cars in which they were transported from
Savage’s station, I found over 300, many of them in a dying condition; and all of them
more or less mutilated, and still enveloped in their filthy and blood-stained clothing, as
they were found on the battlefield. Some of these had been attended to by the surgeons,
but by far the greatest number were sent down to the station before receiving any surgical
care. On learning that there was not any medical officer detailed for this duty, I consulted
with colonel Ingalls, the chief quarter-master, and Dr. Alexander, the medical purveyor,
and with their advice proceeded to have them taken care of, first telegraphing to the
surgeon-general and Dr. Cayler, the medical director at Fortress Monroe, the exact state
of affairs. | found that there was lying in the river a large number of steamboats,
chartered for the purpose of transporting them, but having no orders remained totally
inactive. Colonel Ingalls at once placed the harbor-master under my orders; and by his
aid | got the steamers State of Maine, EIm City, and Whildin alongside of the railroad
wharf. On board of these boats | had the wounded men carried on litters by all the
civilians | could press into the service, and a detail of the 93" New York Volunteers,
promptly given me by Lieut.-colonel Butler of that regiment, which was stationed as
guard over the stores accumulated here, 34

The agents of the Sanitary Commission, on board of their boat, the Wilson Small, were
also in the river, under the guidance of Frederick Law Olmstead, Esq., the efficient
secretary of the commission. He responded to my call in the most prompt and efficient
manner, and labored with me night and day, to relieve the sufferings of the unfortunate.
The general agent of the society, Mr. Knapp, Mr. Mitchell, and Dr. Ware, were also
untiring in their exertions. Nor can | ever forget the devoted and self-sacrificing services
of the ladies of the Commission, Mrs. Griffin, Mrs. Howland, and Miss Wollsey, and the
invaluable aid they rendered in making nutritious beverages and cooling drinks for the
parched lips of the fainting and exhausted wounded for forty-eight hours, without
intermission or rest. They quickly and cheerfully responded to my innumerable calls on
them for clothing, bandages, lint, &c, and their intelligent and fatiguing self-imposed
duties were discharged with a courtesy and endeavor | have never seen equaled. By their
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aid | was enabled to have the men well provided with clean under-clothing, and freely
supplied, on arrival in the cars, with tea, coffee, lemonade, &c. Many a poor fellow’s life
was saved, and the hundreds of blessings asked for these ladies, by the parched lips of the
exhausted but patients heroes, will doubtless be granted. Without food or rest, at all
hours, and often under the most trying and disagreeable circumstances, they labored
cheerfully, carrying hope and comfort to the wounded and weary. Before three o’clock,
Monday morning, June 2d, | had loaded and dispatched the Whildin, under Dr. Smith of
Pennsylvania, the EIm City, under the care of several physicians and surgeons of the
Sanitary Commission, and the steamer State of Maine, under the care of Dr. McDonald.
These vessels carried away about twelve hundred, but they continued to arrive from the
field by the hundreds. | felt terribly the want of assistants, and called on the surgeons of
the gunboats Sebago, Marblehead, and Currituuck, anchored in the river, who quickly
lent their aid. | am under obligations, of no ordinary kind, to Dr. Quin, of the Sebago, for
able and unremitting assistance, He worked with me steadily and with great skill, for
three days and nights and not until exhausted nature compelled him, did he relinquish his
humane efforts; and again, as soon as he had snatched a few hours of rest, he returned to
his post. In this manner, for the seven successive days and nights, did | work, not
stopping a moment to eat or sleep, performing the necessary amputations, providing
steamers, after inspecting them, procuring surgeons, stewards, and nurses for each vessel,
and supplying it with commissary and medical stores, and the equally important articles
bountifully contributed by the Sanitary Commission. This engagement was the first that
really tried the resources and efficiency of this truly good and useful association, and
nobly did it respond, through its officers and supplies. The amount of ice, luxuries, and
necessaries, freely given and judiciously selected for the wounded, was immense, and |
joyfully bear my unqualified testimony to its usefulness.'®

After describing the battle, Ellis continued:

On the adjoining bed there lay a young, delicate-looking fellow, a corporal in the 3"
Georgia Volunteers, who had lost an arm on the battle-field, in Saturday’s fight, and
whose father, also wounded, was at the time on board of the Daniel Webster, the steamer
| selected for use as a receiving ship, as it afforded facilities not possessed by any of the
other steamers; and having dispatched all the steamers there were in the river adapted for
floating hospitals, | was obliged to have receiving ship for those that would arrive. Even
this was insufficient. So that | was obliged to make requisition on the quarter-master’s
department for forty Sibley tents, which | had erected along the railroad track, to protect
the wounded from the sun and rain, and have their wounds dressed and their clothing
changed without delay. Some of these men had been lying on the battle-field uncared for
for two or three days; nor could this be avoided, as the ground was alternately in the
possession of the Union and rebel troops; and their condition, on arrival at White House,
was filthy in the extreme, and stiff with congealed blood and dried mud.t%

The arrival of sick and wounded continuing unabated, | determined to send away none
but the wounded. To put in the hospital the sick, for whom room had been made by my
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repeated drafts on it for convalescent soldiers to act as nurses. | also obtained from
Assistant Quarter-master Broadwood fifty contrabands, to aid in carrying the wounded,
and distributing the lemonade, as the men detailed from the 96" [93"] New York
Volunteers were entirely worn out with the fatigues of the last three days and nights but 1
found the colored men poor substitutes for the willing boys of the ninety-sixth [93],
who, under the order of their efficient officers, rendered most valuable aid. A number of
acting assistant-surgeons arrived this day [June 5] in response to my repeated telegraphic
requests for them, but | found, on an interview, that a very large majority were young and
inexperienced, and totally incompetent to take charge of a steamer. | consequently
recommended them to proceed to the advance, where the demand for dressers was very
great, and requested Captain Sawtelle, assistant quarter-master, having charge of the
transportation, to inform me of the arrival of any surgeons, and thus give a respite to
those gentlemen who had worked so long and faithfully with me. The news of the great
battle, spread over the nation through the newspapers, brought hundreds to White House,
each one fearing his or her relative or friend had fallen a victim; the repeated inquiries by
these persons, to many of whom | could offer no consolation, nor impart any intelligence,
seriously hindered me, while it was of but little use to them. | adopted a plan: by having
my clerk learn from any officer that came down in charge of the wounded, or of
prisoners, the names of the regiments engaged, and by taking a list of those that had
arrived, | was frequently enabled to give the desired information. Judging from the
number of dispatches I hourly received from Dr. Cuyler, [medical director] at the fort
[Monroe], he must have been similarly importuned. As far as | could I used the cooking
apparatus for the receiving steamer, the Daniel Webster, to cook food for the nurses,
where the beef tea and other necessaries for the wounded were prepared; and as there was
not any hotel or place to procure a meal at the White House, it soon became known that if
any thing could be had to eat it was on board the hospital boats. This brought many field
and line officers, who for days had not tasted cooked food, and from then | learned the
latest news, and probable number of wounded | would be obliged to make provision
for.17

The Congressional committee on the conduct of the war had paid a visit to the White
House, accompanied by Hon. John C. Tucker, assistant secretary of war, and other
gentlemen. Two members of it, the Hon. Moses F. Odell, M. C. of Brooklyn, and Hon.
John Patten, M. C. of Pennsylvania, worked unceasingly to aid in getting order. In this
they were ably seconded by Col. Wm. Borden, of New York, agent of the Fall River line
of steamers, two of which, the Canonicus and State of Maine, were being used as hospital
boats, and both of them were models of cleanliness and order, and well worthy the
imitation of others.%®

The number of wounded was so great that | was obliged to have mattresses spread on the
saloon floors of the steamers, on each of which a patient was laid. And finding it much
cooler and easier, | selected the worst cases for these beds. ..°
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On Thursday night [June 6], at 11 P.M., I received a dispatch from the advance that a
cargo of 250 wounded had left for the White House at 6 P.M., and asking if they had
arrived, as the officer in charge had failed to telegraph his arrival, as ordered. |
proceeded, with about fifty nurses carrying lanterns, along the road for a mile, the rain
pouring in torrents, not meeting the train. Several of them sat down, myself among the
number, and soon fell asleep, the first | had since the Saturday night previous. I had lain
on the wet ground for about an hour, when | was awakened by the shrill whistle of the
locomotive, making up in speed for the loss of time it had sustained by running off the
track near Dispatch station. When these had been received and cared for, | determined to
return with the train to the advance, to learn, by personal observation, the number of
wounded still remaining. We started at three in the morning, and after a tedious ride of
three hours reached Fair Oaks station. I then procured a horse and orderly to visit the
hospitals and learn the number each contained. To do this it was necessary to pass near
the battle-field, the odor from which was insufferable. For over a mile, the ground was
thickly strewn with unburied men, mules and horses, whose decomposing bodies infected
the atmosphere for miles. Having collected all the wounded together fit to be removed, |
proceeded with two hundred of them to the White House, the rest to follow the return of
the train. | had them conveyed on board of the Louisiana, one of the largest and best
boats chartered by the government, and determined on the arrival of the others from the
advance, to proceed in person with them to a Northern hospital. My reasons for doing so
were, that | had received all the wounded who for some time would be fit for removal,
and as among those last sent down, were very many of the most dangerous cases, - many
of them having lain on the battle-field uncared for for several days, - and as all the
surgeons in whom | could place confidence had been dispatched with the other steamers
that took away over four thousand of the wounded; | decide don going with these myself,
taking Dr. Bates, surgeon of the 15" Massachusetts, and Doctors Case and Robinson, of
Buffalo, as assistants.'4

Lieutenant Favill, of Sumner’s II Corps, recorded visiting Richardson’s Division hospital on

Our division hospital is in and about a large house on the hill, in rear. The doctors have
had more than they could do, and are pretty well used up. | went over there to-day to see
McKim, and found him up to his ears in work. Below the house, just outside the door, |
saw a heap of arms, feet, legs, hands, etc.; the pile was beastly odoriferous, and most
suggestive. The doctor said they had been unable, so far, to get anybody to bury it.14

2LT Francis Adams Donaldson, Co. M, 71% Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Burns’ Brigade,
Sedgewick’s Division, Sumner’s II Corps was wounded in the left upper arm shortly after his
brigade arrived at the Battle of Fair Oaks, on the afternoon of 31 May 1862. The following
medical evacuation of 2LT Donaldson accurately describes the process of wounded soldier
evacuated from the Battle of Fair Oaks to the White House Landing and onto a hospital in
Philadelphia.
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After proceeding a short distance | came to a pile of cordwood behind which a young surgeon
was busy in spreading out a case of instruments, who, upon my approach, ordered me to lie down
while he examined my hurt. This brave fellow had certainly selected an exposed position for his
hospital, as the bullets were striking the wood and sending the bark and splinters in all directions.
Whether it was the danger he was in, or whether he nervousness, it certainly happened that the
doctor ripped up the sleeve of my right arm in his haste to get at my wound. His hasty manner
and nervous actions caused me to laugh and I said, “Confound it man, it is the other arm that is
hurt,” where upon he cut up the other sleeve and made an examination, when finding the bone
completely broken, he said, “You will have to g to the house in the distance where they will
amputate the arm.” This was the first intimation I had I was to lose my arm and I may add it
depressed me a good deal. During all this time | had kept my overcoat with me, and at the time |
was shot, it was rolled and thrown over my shoulder. The surgeon now undid it and throwing it
over my shoulders buttoned it around my neck.'42

I now noticed for the first time several of Baxter’s men lying behind the wood pile, and asked the
doctor whether these men were dead. He said no!, there was nothing the matter with them, they
were merely seeking shelter. As | soon after observed a good many of this same regiment tearing
across the country to the rear, it struck me that all the good laces for shelter had already been
occupied by others of the same command to have cause these fellows to go so far to seek
cover.143

I now started for the house indicated by the surgeon as the field hospital and had proceeded but a
short distance when | saw Major Robb Parrish of our regiment coming up at a brisk trop, leading
his pack horse. He halted at meeting me, dismounted and taking his holster pistols, turned his
horses over to a shelter seeking Zouave and ordered him to lead them out of danger. From the
prompt manner with which the man obeyed, I could not but admire the thorough discipline of
Col. Baxter’s men. The Major now asked about my hurt and examined my arm, which I was
holding across my body with my right hand. He expressed much sympathy and trusted | would
not lose my arm. He said he had been denying the privilege of fighting with his own command,
being under arrest, and was about to join the brave fellows who were hotly engaged at the fence.
Bidding me goodbye, I saw him walk boldly forward, with pistols in both hands, until lost to
view in he smoke from the cannon.!#

At this moment, | saw four men coming from the front bearing a stretcher upon which lay Capt.
Markoe, wounded in two places, the most serious which was an ugly hurt in the groin. Brave
fellow, he had been standing at the right of his division, and by his conspicuous bravery giving
confidence and steadiness to his men....1*°

Again moving off toward the hospital, | noticed at but a short distance a mounted officer
attempting to stop a group of stragglers. After a free display of his pistol he succeeded in turning
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them men back towards the battle. He now rode up to me, and with a volley of blasphemy
wanted to know what I, an officer, meant by going to the rear. Greatly surprised at his profanity
and manner of authority, I stood still for a moment and tried to reconcile his words to his rank,
believing it impossible that a staff officer, and a captain at that, could assume so much, as this
blackguard did. I replied, and I fear | was led into language somewhat stronger than was my
want, for intense indignation bristled all over me, “Damn you, you cowardly skulker, had you
been where your brave general now is, you would not have dared to offer so gross and uncalled
for insult to one so utterly unable to resent it as I am.” With that I threw back my overcoat and
displayed my bloody arm. The fellow had some sense of decency left, for he said quickly upon
perceiving that I was wounded, “Oh!, excuse me,” and before I had time to ask his name, put
spurs to his horse and made off, but not towards the front, however. This officer | think was on
Genl. Sumner’s staff, and no doubt was incensed at the vast number of unhurt armed men
running to the rear. | can make allowance now for his vehemence, but at that time | was very
much angered at his ungentlemanly language....}4

It was a sickening scene that presented itself upon arriving at the little two story and attic frame
house now being used for the surgical operations on the desperately wounded that needed
immediate attention. The ground around was strewn with mangled fellows while away off,
towards the front, streams more were either walking or else being carried to this spot. The house
had one story extension back, used as a kitchen, a window on either side, and a door in the rear
with steps leading down to the yard. The principal operations were being carried on in this small
room, as | could judge from the pile of arms and legs that, on the ground outside the window,
reached nearly up to it as they had been thrown out after amputation. As | came towards the front
of the house I noticed we were till within reach of artillery, as a round shot came howling along
and struck a gray horse standing tied to a tree near the front door, completely carrying away his
muzzle. The poor creature presented a most horrible appearance as he stood trembling blood
streamed from his torn and bleeding head.*’

Seeing that | was an officer, and attendant took me inside, and as the lower rooms were loaded
with wounded, | went back to the rear and fund four tables being used as operating tables, each
of which was occupied, while the surgeons with sleeves rolled up were literally working up to
their elbows in blood, so busy were they with knife and saw. One of the subjects then undergoing
amputation seemed to be put partially under the influence of chloroform, he struggle so. One of
the surgeons, upon examining my arm, said it would have to come off. | had made up my mind
to the fact, but could not get over the horrible thought of it being taken off at the socket, there not
being room to cut it below. | was wondering what the sensation would be, as waiting my turn |
stood in the doorway watching the busy doctors, when Doctor [Martin] Rizer of the 72" P.V.
came into the house, and recognizing me, made an examination of my hurt. He said that if ci
could get home, 1 would have a chance for my arm, as | was in a state of such perfect health. He
took me to the attic and put me on a blanket that lay on the floor, then, bringing a feather pillow
from the room below, he put it under my arm and detailed a man to pour cool water on it, while
he went after splints. Returning soon after with a few pieces of shingle he had found, he bound
up my arm as well as he could, then administered a pill opei and ordered the man to keep my arm
wet. He said that | must try to get some sleep, while he hunted up Mr. Clem. Barclay, a
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Philadelphia Philanthropist who was then with the army and who would at once return home
with as many wounded Philadelphians as he could take care of. | had known Mr. Barclay
personally before enlisting, and | felt assured if he but knew of my mishap he would surely take
me with him. With the happy thought of soon again being at home, and with a sense of great
relief at the bare chance of saving my arm, | thanked the good doctor for his kindness and soon
fell asleep. | awakened but once during the night and found another soldier by my side pouring
water on my arm, which now pained me a good deal. | went to sleep again, however, and did not
awaken till the booming of the cannon announced daylight and the renewal of the battle. I laid in
this house all day Sunday, June 1%.148

Mr. Clement Barclay left early in the morning taking Capt. Markoe with him. He failed to learn
of my being in the building. I was a good deal depressed when | heard of his departure, although
Dr. Reizer did all he could to cheer me and said he would personally see that I should be sent to
the transports that were taking on board the wounded for removal North. During the night several
wounded men had been brought into the room where | was. They were very chatty fellows, and
tried hard to get me into conversation, but I never replied to any of their numerous questions, but
lay quite enveloped in my own gloomy thoughts.4°

During the morning the sounds of battle were very distinct, and some fool of an ambulance
attendant started the report that our army was being cut to pieces, that the enemy were taking no
prisoners, but wee bayonetting all, including the wounded, that they would soon be at this house
when all our throats would be cut. He urged all that could possibly do so to leave. As we were all
too badly hurt to avail ourselves of this timely information, a general howl and cry of despair
ensued. Men in the shattered, wounded, nervous condition these poor fellows were in are quite
ready to believe anything told them. I will confess that I, too, felt a little anxious, but after
reflecting a while, soon realized how ut